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STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY CPL. CHARLES 
SANTAMARIA

Representatives from 
several Combat Center 
departments hosted the 
Combat Center’s first 
Behavioral Health Branch 
Informational Drug 
Summit, as part of the 
Drug Demand Reduction 
Program, at the Officer’s 
Club, Tuesday.

The informational sum-
mit consisted of a series 
of classes sponsored by 
Marine Corps Community 
Services by representatives 
from the Sexual Assault 
Prevention and Response 
program, Substance Abuse 
Control Office, Criminal 
Investigation Department, 
Legal Services Support 
Team, and Navy Criminal 
Investigative Services, 
which showcased drug 
trends and how the 
Combat Center is using its 
departments to collaborate 
with law enforcement and 

combat illegal drug use.
“This is the first time 

the behavioral health 
branch has worked direct-
ly with law enforcement 
and the legal department 
to pull resources together 
and compare data,” said 
Joven Caguioa, repre-
sentative, Drug Demand 
Reduction Program, 
Marine Corps Community 
Services. “Our goal is to 
reduce demand for drugs 
on this installation through 
education and outreach.”

The event was a col-
laborative effort from all 
departments involved, 
which offered education-
al materials like booklets, 
pamphlets, notebooks and 
other resources Marines 
and sailors could take back 
to their units.

“What I found useful 
was the actual process; 
what should actually be 
done when you find out a 
Marine has tested positive 
for illegal drugs and what 
steps should be taken after-

ward from CID and legal’s 
[standpoint],” said Staff Sgt. 
Waldo Walden, mess chief, 
7th Marine Regiment. 

Although the focus 
of the summit was illegal 
drug use, the event offered 
information on behavior-
al health, stress and sexual 
assault prevention. 

“Believe it or not, if 
there is a sexual assault 
or domestic violence 
report, drug or alcohol 
abuse is usually involved,” 
Caguioa said. “Marines 
or sailors who are hav-
ing a hard time dealing 
with a high-stress envi-
ronment can sometimes 
use drugs or alcohol as 
a coping mechanism as 
well. So all of the depart-
ments working together 
for this event relate to 
each other in some way 
and the information they 
provide is important for 
units to know.”

The Summit began with 
a presentation by Caguioa 
detailing what the Combat 

Center does to deter 
Marines from drug use. 

“Urinalysis is the big-
gest deterrent,” Caguioa 
said. “When Marines 
know after they come 
back from a 96-hour lib-
erty period or vacation 
they’re going to be tested; 
it’s less likely they will use 
illegal drug substances.” 

Agents with CID dis-
cussed common mistakes 
commanders and senior 
enlisted advisors make 
when they find out a 
Marine or sailor has test-
ed positive for drug use. 
Agents advised leaders to 
not divulge any informa-
tion to the service member 
who tested positive until 
CID becomes involved. 
This allows agents to per-
form an efficient investiga-
tion of the user.

“What we want from 
the units is to have the 
Marine be surprised by 
the time he sees us,” said 
agent Peterson, CID. “If 

BHB Hosts First Drug 
Prevention Summit

Special agent Curtis, Navy Criminal Investigative Services, showcases drugs that have begun surfacing 
throughout the country during the first Behavioral Health Branch Informational Drug Summit, as part of the 
Drug Demand Reduction Program, at the Officer’s Club, Tuesday.

See Summit pg. A7

STORY BY LANCE CPL. MANDALINE HATCH 
AND GUNNERY SGT. JEREMY VOUGHT

Deployed U.S. Military members and a North 
Carolina faith-based organization provided earth-
quake disaster relief supplies to Nepalese villagers in 
Dolakha District, Saturday and Sunday.

Joint Task Force 505, the United States Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and Samaritan’s 
Purse worked together to deliver donated supplies 
to Jiri village using Marine Corps MV-22B Osprey 
Tiltrotor aircraft during relief efforts in Nepal after 
two devastating earthquakes.

Jiri - known as the “Gateway to Mt. Everest” - is 
located in Northeast Nepal and sits at 6,250 feet. 
Already suffering from the first earthquake on April 
25, the citizens of Jiri found themselves at the epicen-
ter of a second earthquake on May 12. Sumaritan’s 
Purse aid workers were on the ground when the sec-
ond quake struck. Nepalese local officials reached out 
to the aid organization and asked them to help their 
1,490 households.

“Because we were working here already and 
nobody else was, there weren’t a lot of people to 
take anything out there,” said Ken Isaacs, Samaritan’s 
Purse vice president of programs and government 
relations.

Samaritan’s Purse coordinated with the United 
Nations and USAID, who, as the lead U.S. relief agen-
cy in the country, verified the requirement with the 
Government of Nepal and then tasked JTF 505 with 
their unique military capabilities to deliver the needed 
supplies from Tribhuvan International Airport using 
MV-22B Ospreys from Marine Medium Tiltrotor 
Squadron 262.

Over a two day period flying more than 10 sor-
ties, the squadron delivered roughly 33,600 pounds 
of plastic sheeting and non-food items to the village 
so Samaritan’s Purse could distribute to the people. 
They successfully transported hundreds of rolls of 
plastic sheets, measuring at 100 feet long and 20 feet 
wide each to the Nepalese people.

Isaacs said he thinks the most important thing 
needed right now in Nepal is the plastic sheeting due 
to monsoon season right around the corner.

“Rain is coming, people need to stay dry,” he said. 
“If they don’t stay dry, they’re going to get cold. If 
they get cold, they’re going to get sick, and if they’re 
sick, they won’t be able to rebuild.”

The rolls of plastic sheets will protect nearly a 

U.S. Marines from Joint Task Force 505 load relief 
supplies from Samaritan’s Purse International 
Relief Organization onto a U.S. Marine Corps 
MV-22 Osprey at Tribhuvan International Airport, 
Kathmandu, Nepal, Saturday.

‘Gateway to Everest’ 
receives U.S. aid

See Aid pg. A7

STORY AND PHOTOS 
BY CPL. CHARLES 
SANTAMARIA

Lt. Col. Gregory G. 
Seaman served as the 
Combat Center’s assis-
tant chief of staff for the 
G7, Mission Assurance 
Directorate, from 2013 to 
2015, and retired after near-
ly 20 years of service to 
the Corps, at the Protestant 
Chapel, May 15, 2015.

Seaman graduated 

from Pennsylvania State 
University and commis-
sioned in 1996. He is a field 
artillery officer by trade and 
participated in Operations 
Unified Assistance, Iraqi 
Freedom, and Enduring 
Freedom. Throughout his 
career, Seaman attend-
ed the Expeditionary 
Warfare School, Marine 
Corps Command and Staff 
Course and in 2008 grad-
uated from the Air Force 

G7 bids farewell 
to leader

[
Marine Corps’ Top Shot

Every week, thousands of fans cast their votes for the best
photograph posted on the Corps’ Facebook page. This

week’s top shot comes from Sgt. Marcin Platek. ]

Cpl. Ryan Johnson a guest member of the Marine Corps Shooting Team, practices sniper marksmanship 
May 4 at Puckapunyal Military Training Area, Victoria, Australia.

See Leader pg. A7

Lt. Col. Gregory Seaman, assistant chief of staff, 
G7 Mission Assurance Directorate, says his final 
remarks during his retirement ceremony hosted at the 
Protestant Chapel, May 15.



OFF-LIMITS
ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance 
prohibits service members from patronizing 
the following locations. This order applies to 
all military personnel. 

In Oceanside: 
- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,   
Oceanside, Calif., 92054
- Angelo’s Kars,  226 S. Coast Hwy,   
Oceanside, Calif., 92054 
In San Diego:
- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.
- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.
- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-  Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.
In National City:
- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.
- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service 
members from patronizing the following 
locations.

In Twentynine Palms:
- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd. 
- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.
- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.
In Yucca Valley:
- Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Mart, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:
- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.
- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

For the complete orders, but not off-limits, 
check out the Combat Center’s official-
website at http://www.29palms.marines.
mil
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS

ALEXANDER JAMES WILLARD
Born: April 26, 2015

Born to: Cody and Brittany Willard

KAYLEIGH JOYCE KYSER
Born: April 26, 2015

Born to: Troy and Amy Kyser

CHRISTOPHER EMMAN
Born: April 29, 2015

Born to: Darnell and Natasha Billups

LOGAN LEE PRICHARD
Born on: April 29, 2015

Born to: Robert and Athena Prichard

LIAM JAMES CARRASQUILLO
Born on: May 6, 2015

Born to: Benjamin and April Carrasquillo

EMILIA CATALEYA MIRAMONTES
Born on: May 7, 2015

Born to: Cesar and Darlene Miramontes

KYLEIGH ANN RYAN
Born on: May 9, 2015

Born to: Don and Kate Ryan

DAMIEN RAMON GONZALEZ
Born on: May 9, 2015

Born to: Jose and Lauren Gonzalez

MASON RICHARD YOHN
Born on: May 12, 2015

Born to: Joshua and Nadine Yohn

MCAS YUMA, Ariz. – 
Traversing a river is no problem 
for amphibious Light Armored 
Vehicles (LAVs) if drivers are 
well-versed in the abilities of 
the machine. With that in mind, 
Company A (rein), 3rd Light 
Armored Infantry Battalion (Co. 
A, 3rd LAI Bn.) of the 7th Marines 
Expeditionary Brigade-from 
the Marine Corps Air Ground 
Combat Center (MCAGCC) 
trekked over 220 miles to the 
Yuma Proving Grounds (YPG) 
to undertake a variety of training 
missions designed to build confi-
dence and familiarize drivers with 
the reality of amphibious driving.

The Company arrived at 
YPG April 25, and immediately 
began to train. With only three 
days to train, there was no time 
to waste. Three missions had 
been laid down for the Marines 
to accomplish. 

“The primary purpose of our 
training out here is to put the 
vehicles in the water,” said Capt. 
Joe Holt, company commander. 

“We don’t get a chance to so that 
on a regular basis at Twentynine 
Palms because we’re so far away 
from any sizable body of water.”

A second mission was to con-
duct driver mobility course on 
YPG’s many off-road tracks. 
These training missions were to 
teach the Marines how to han-
dle the LAV over rugged and 
muddy terrain. The third mis-
sion was simply to maintain high 
frequency radio communication 
with MCAGCC, at the outer edge 
of the LAV’s radio range. Night 
training was also conducted, but 
was not considered one of the 
primary missions, according to 
2ndLt. Thomas L. Langlois, pla-
toon commander.

Seventeen of the 26 LAVs in 
the company deployed and were 
accompanied by about 92 Marines. 
Of the deployed Marines, there 
were only approximately 12 had 
amphibious experience.

“I’m glad we could give the 
vehicles a workout, they per-
formed well,” said Holt. “This 

vehicle represents a tremendous 
capability in the Marines Corps 
with its mobility and firepower 
assets. We can provide an awful 
lot of information to the regimen-
tal commander in a tactical envi-
ronment, deal with the bad guys 
and relay the information back.”

The LAVs, eight wheeled vehi-
cles made by the general motors 
of Canada, can exceed 60 mph on 
land and seven mph in the water. 
Its body style adapts to many dif-
ferent uses.

LAVs are designed to accom-
plish a variety of missions such 
as reconnaissance of a pro-
posed battle site, transporting 
troops, and providing prep fires 
or fire support.

The company also deployed 
here last year with over 600 
Marines from the battalion. 
During the course of the last 
year, however, the battal-
ion moved to camp Schwab, 
Okinawa with a company 
at Camp Fuji, Japan while 
Company A is at  MCAGCC.

LAV’s wet their wheels in Yuma

"Sound Beginning"

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36

37 38 39

40 41 42 43 44

45 46 47

48 49 50 51 52 53

54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61

62 63 64

65 66 67

Across

1. Diver Louganis

5. Italian wine region

9. Mazda offering

14. Make a call

15. Chastity's mom

16. Keys

17. Moon ___ Zappa

18. Actress Sofer

19. Nights in Paris

20. "Which 'Frozen' 
Character Are You?", e.g.

23. Soaking place

24. Cereal grass

25. Mouse mover

29. Fens

30. School volunteer gp.

31. Urge to vent, perhaps

32. Florida beach town, 
familiarly

35. Kin of a fisheye

37. Get as profit

38. Lake creator

39. Author/critic James

40. First-rate

43. Find loathsome

45. Cosmological span

46. Sony alternative

47. Spy from within

48. Fine print

50. Novel part

51. Tooth that turns

54. Ready for the white 
glove treatment

57. Youth in Job

60. Toward the sheltered 
side

61. "The Sun ___ Rises"

62. Coyote of toons

63. Singer McEntire

64. Slight in structure

65. Campaign stop, e.g.

66. Fly like a condor

67. Sprayer

Down

1. Bait shop stock

2. Ascend quickly

3. "My Fair Lady" heroine

4. Sax great Stan

5. Extent of land

6. Three ___ to the wind

7. Manages

8. Jordan neighbor

9. Little shooter

10. Subaru competitor

11. "The Greatest" boxer

12. Oriental holiday

13. Sure-footed critter

21. Pump insert

22. No later than

26. Extended attack

27. Maritime birds

28. Put back to square one

29. Automotive pioneer

30. Fluffy lap dog, for 
short

32. Ensured, with "up"

33. Western lake and resort

34. Fabric pattern

35. Zig's counterpart

36. Running ___

38. Genetic helix, for short

41. Grill item

42. Human rights org.

43. Mythical unit of time 
that is seven times a 
human's

44. Util. bill

47. Folk singer Miriam

49. Whitish

50. So-called "caveman 
diet"

51. Yo-Yo string?

52. Where to find dates?

53. Diminutive dwarf

55. Shucked units

56. Whip stroke

57. Ram's squeeze

58. 54, once

59. O'Neill work
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Sudoku Puzzle #3642-D

Difficult

1 2
3 4 5

6 4 7 8 1
1 3 9

4 7
8 2 1

8 9 5 6 3
2 6 1

7 4

P L U M D O R S A L L E T

R O S A A M E L I A E R A

O U T O F M E M O R Y E I N

F I E I S N O T O G R E S

S E N A T E O F T

F I L E N O T F O U N D

I N C A N B U N T S S E A

C A R R M O L T O J E S T

A T E M O O L A S E R T A

L O W D I S K S P A C E

A N T M R P I B B

R A B B I B A M B I N E O

A X E K E R N E L P A N I C

J O N I G N O R E R I N K

A N D N O O N E R K E G S
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Sudoku Solution #3635-D

9 1 2 5 8 3 6 4 7
5 8 4 7 6 2 3 1 9
3 7 6 1 4 9 8 2 5
1 5 9 3 7 6 2 8 4
6 2 7 4 5 8 1 9 3
8 4 3 2 9 1 5 7 6

7 9 8 6 2 5 4 3 1
4 3 5 8 1 7 9 6 2
2 6 1 9 3 4 7 5 8



> Growing up, my friends and brother 
played paintball. I found it interesting so I 
bought an inexpensive gun and started playing 
with them.

> I have been playing paintball on and 
off for about five years, I picked it back up 
when I was stationed in Japan.

> Paintball gets me out and doing some-
thing. It is good cardio running around every-
where and I get to hang out with some friends 
at the same time.

> When I moved from Fort Hood, 
Texas, to Alvin, Texas, we played in pastures 
with paintball bunkers set up and that is when 
I decided to buy more durable paintball guns.

> I enjoy going out and shooting guns too. 
The main weapons I use are my 12-gauge shot-
gun, my AR-15, and a Smith and Weston .40 
caliber handgun. I’m saving up for my next gun 
which is an M1911 handgun. 

> I started shooting while I lived in 
Southeast Texas. It was fun to see if I can shoot 
more accurate than my friends. 

> I also enjoy fishing when I have the 
opportunity. That hobby has to wait for later 
though because there are not a lot of places to 
go around here.

> I joined the Navy because I wanted travel 
and I wanted to further my education. In my 
small town, jobs were hard to get and maintain.

> I have had the opportunity, to go to a 
lot of places since joining the Navy like: Japan, 
Quantico, Va., Thailand, Australia, and Korea 
to name a few. 

> I came into the Navy undesignated 
which is not having a specific job. I became a 
religious program specialist and I enjoy doing 
this job. 

> I have been in the Navy for 8 years. 
In two years my contract will be up again. I’m 
at the point where I would be fine re-enlisting 
again. It goes by quicker than you expect.

> My job is to integrate with the 
Marines and see how they are doing for the 

command. I get to go to the ranges with them 
and I get to know them.

> The Marines I work with are awesome 
and they are eager to move forward.

> When I go around checking on 
the different sections, I can see that these 
Marines care about each other and are will-
ing to improve and learn. It’s a great thing 
to see.

Jeffery 

Raynor has been in 
the Navy for eight 
years and enjoys 
paintball, shooting 
guns and fishing. 
He is currently the 
religious program 
specialist for 1st 
Tank Battalion.

WHAT I’VE LEARNED
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IntervIew and photo by Lance cpL. thomas mudd

55133 29 Palms Hwy.55133 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley, CA 92284Yucca Valley, CA 92284

Office: 760-365-0777Office: 760-365-0777
Cell: 909-709-8528Cell: 909-709-8528

HoursHours
Mon thru Sat 9 am-5 pmMon thru Sat 9 am-5 pm

Sunday 12 pm-5 Sunday 12 pm-5 
Closed TuesdayClosed Tuesday

www.bluestarrvs.comwww.bluestarrvs.com

2015 Pacific Coachworks Panther XtraLite

We support the

Easy Financing available

We Buy RV’s, Consignments wanted

Travel Trailers, 5th Wheels, Motor Homes, 
Utility Trailers, Metal Buildings

Length: 22XL $18,995.00

Cinema 6
Showtimes Effective

5/22/15 - 5/28/15

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

Tomorrowland
(PG)

12:30  3:30  6:30 9:30
Mad Max: Fury Road 

(R)
12:30  3:30  6:30 9:30

Avengers: Age of Ultron 
(PG13)

12:30  3:30  6:30 9:30
Poltergeist

(PG13)
2D   12:30  3:30  6:30 

3D  9:30

INTERVIEWS SUNDAY, 
MAY 24TH AT NOON

Visit the official 
MCAGCC  

facebook page at  
http://www

facebook.com
/the combatcenter

Petty Officer 2nd Class, religious program specialist, 1st Tank BattalionAlvin, Tx.
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Check out these advertisers, breaking 
news, and more information on-line at:

www.hidesertstar.com
or www.deserttrail.com

CHRYSLER CENTER
57909 29 Palms Hwy. Yucca Valley
(760) 228-1818 

FORD CENTER
57927 29 Palms Hwy. Yucca Valley

(760) 365-2353

JOSH  
CELL: (760) 668-3525

OFFICE: (760) 369-0391

56970 YUCCA TR. #102 
PEDERSEN BLDG.

(760) 365-0691

James A. Lake, DDS
Richard Bullock, DDS FACP

57019 Yucca Trail, Ste. C, 
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

Hwy 62 @ Kickapoo Tr., Yucca Valley
(The Pink Place) Open 7 days

62405 Verbena Road 
(760) 366-2395

73950 Inn Ave.,
29 Palms

760-367-3505

55509 29 Palms Highway 
in Old Town Yucca Valley

57672 29 Palms Hwy.
 Yucca Valley, CA 92284 

760-369-6791

(760) 792-2090
56187 29 Palms Hwy.

Yucca Valley CA 92284

(760) 660-8543
56158 29 PALMS HWY. 

YUCCA VALLEY

6601 White Feather Road
Joshua Tree CA 92252

760-366-3711

57378 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

760-820-1326

Dumosa
Senior Village

57110 29 Palms Hwy.
Yucca Valley Ca 92284

760-853-7021

760.365.0861
7361 Wamego Trail

Yucca Valley, CA 92284

7311 Hopi Trail
 Yucca Valley, CA 92284

(760) 203-1733

Locally owned and operated family business

CHERIE MILLER & 
ASSOCIATES

(760) 369-1800

55857 29 Palms Highway
Yucca Valley, CA 92284 73421 29 Palms Hwy

29 PALMS, CA 92277
760-367-9585

Black Cyan Magenta Yellow

STORY AND 
PHOTOS BY LANCE 
CPL. THOMAS MUDD

Marine Corps 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n -
Electronics School rep-
resentatives held their 
biannual Safety Fair at the 
MCCES barracks parking 
lot, May 15.

Approximately 3,000 
Marines took the oppor-
tunity to learn about 
safety in an entertaining 
environment.

“I put this on for my 
Marines because they 
need to learn about safe-
ty,” said Retired Lt. Col. 
Joice Teters, director of 
safety, MCCES. “[They 
can] learn without look-
ing at a power point, then 
they are able to enjoy 
themselves while learning 
what they need to know.”

A variety of personnel 
operated booths from 
several organizations such 
as the Substance Abuse 
Control Office, Provost 
Marshal’s Office K9 unit 
and representatives from 
around the local commu-
nity. The representatives 
taught the Marines where 
they can go for enter-
tainment while staying in 
a safe environment and 

how to avoid dangerous 
situations throughout the 
summer months.

“We were able to get 
[representatives] from 
SACO, who used ‘beer 
goggles’ to show how 
alcohol affects your motor 
skills, as well as a fenc-
ing club, and tattoo safe-
ty booth from the local 
community,” said Lt. Col. 
Speros Koumparakis, 
commanding officer, 
Communications Training 
Battalion, MCCES. “The 
event showed how to be 
safe while still having an 
entertaining time.”

MCCES held the event 
to prepare for “101 Days of 
Summer,” a Marine Corps 
wide installation initiative 
to increase safety during 
the summer months.

“During that time, we 
want Marines to be more 
vigilant and keep safety in 
mind,” Koumparakis said. 
“Marines are not the only 
people who try to have fun 
during the summer.”

Alongside the fencing 
club and PMO booths, 
there were booths from 
motorcycle stunt riders, 
local law enforcement, and 
other agencies from the 
community. The Marines 
learned how alcohol 

affects their motor skills 
by running a small course 
in pedal cars while wearing 
beer goggles. They learned 
about a few basic fenc-
ing techniques from the 
Twentynine Palms Fencing 
Club as well as safety infor-
mation from booths from 
local law enforcement and 
the Combat Center Fire 
Department.

“We have about 30 
to 35 different groups 
out here teaching these 
Marines about safety,” 
said Gunnery Sgt. Bruce 
Spencer, safety chief, 
MCCES. “Safety is the 
main idea behind this 
fair and I believe it is 
important, especially for 
our students to interact 
with the community.”

Being out of the class-
room gave the students of 
MCCES a refreshing learn-
ing experience.

“This is a fun experi-
ence,” said Pfc. Marcus 
Bains, student, MCCES. 
“Being able to get out of 
the traditional classroom 
and learn is great.”

The Safety Fair has been 
a biannual event for eight 
years. MCCES will contin-
ue to hold this event to 
promote safety as a priority 
for young Marines.

Safety Fair teaches, 
entertains students

Cortez, military working dog, Provost Marshal’s Office, bites Staff Sgt. Charles 
Hardesty, kennel master, PMO, during a demonstration at the Marine Corps 
Communication and Electronics School Safety Fair at the MCCES barracks, May 
15. The event was held to brings awareness to how Marines can be safe during 
the “101 Days of Summer.” 
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Enter to win!
One of our classifieds ads is FAKE!
Find the fake ad & be entered into a 

drawing to win a PRIZE!

The “fake ad” will run weekly in the 
Hi Desert Star, Desert Trail &  
Observation Post newspapers. All 
entries for that week must be 
received by 5 p.m the following 
Monday. Winners will be notified 
each Tuesday. 

To enter our contest:
Bring the “Fake Ad” into our office, 
give us a call or mail us your entry.
For more info, call our office at 
760-365-3315 or 760-367-3577.
Limit 1 winner per household per month. Winners must be 18 years or older. 

Find the Fake ad
Weekly 

Contest!

CONTEST SPONSORED BY:

Congratulations to last weeks winner:
Loretta Simonete

TOMORROW   |  7pm

MUST BE 21+ 
FOR SHELLY’S LOUNGE

 *MUST PRESENT VALID MILITARY I.D.

FREE NATHAN’S
CHILI DOG & FRIES
FOR RETIRED & ACTIVE MILITARY*

MEMORIAL DAY MONDAY
MAY 25TH   |   NOON - 6pm

S L O T  M A C H I N E S      T A B L E  G A M E S      O A S I S  G R I L L E      S H E L L Y ’ S  L O U N G E

www.TortoiseRockCasino.com Management reserves the right to alter or cancel a promotion at any time.  
Some restrictions may apply.  See Club 29 for details.  Must be 18+ to enter casino.

FRIDAY, JUNE 26TH   |   7pm

ALL TICKETS $20  |  PURCHASE TICKETS AT CLUB 29

NOW ON SALE

OR TORTOISEROCKCASINO.COM

Pfc. Dustin Sanspree, student, Marine Corps 
Communication-Electronics School, partakes in a 
simulated drunk driving course at the Substance 
Abuse Control Office booth during the MCCES Safety 
Fair at the MCCES barracks parking lot, May 15. 
Participants wore goggles that affected the driver’s 
eyesight as they went through the course. 

Marines learn fencing from the Twentynine Palms 
Fencing Club during the Marine Corps Communication-
Electronics School Safety Fair at the MCCES bar-
racks parking lot, May 15. The MCCES Safety Fair 
has been hosted aboard the Combat Center for eight 
years.

Tony Carbajal, freestyle stunt bike rider, performs a 
wheelie on his Kawasaki Ninja ZX6 during the Marine 
Corps Communication-Electronics School Safety 
Fair, at the MCCES barracks parking lot, May 15.
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Skyview Chapel
Church of God
Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano

Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

Yucca Valley Center for 
Spiritual Living

  Healing Lives &  Building Dreams

Sunday Celebration 10 AM
7434 Bannock Trail, Yucca Valley

760-365-2205
yvcsl.org

Jane L. Crase, Vicar
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study Friday 10:00 a.m. 
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley

(760) 365-7133 revjanec@aol.com

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086 

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

DESERT 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

JOIN US IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN
This Week’s Spotlight Church This space available. 

Call your advertising representative 
today to place your services.

365-3315.
Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

We will be happy to help you set up 
your ad so you can let the community 

know when your services are held.

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am 
Sunday Gospel Meditation 9:00 am
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am

“Celebrating God‛s love for all God‛s Children”
72348 Larrea Road (2 blocks N. of KFC) 

www.stmartinschurch29.org (760) 367-7133

Vicar, Peggy Ventris

For more  information 
and to place your ad

Call 
(760) 365-3315

The Hi-Desert Star

Spread the Word!
�Promote your services in our

Join Us in Worship Section
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*

*Star/Trail/OP/Star

Sunday 10:00 A.M.
Worship

Sunday School Child Care

29 Palms
5688 Sunrise Drive

760-361-0086 
www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

DESERT 
CONGREGATIONAL 

CHURCH

6450 Star Dune Ave, 29 Palms
760- 367-9269

www.ipoputheran.org

Sunday Service 
10:30 am

Wed. Bible Study 
6 pm

TOUGH MINDED 
OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

This column sponsored by:

Dr. Lou can be reached at 760-367-4627
800-995-1620

res19mxc@verizon.net

Larry and Joan Avner
Yucca Valley

Lois Salzmann Johnson
Yucca Valley

After more than eight years of writing this column 
in this newspaper I am able to report that all seems to 
be going well.  I receive good comments almost 
daily from people who appreciate what I am 
attempting to accomplish.  To put it simply, I want 
readers to find my columns to be helpful in their 
effort to maintain a positive attitude each day 
regardless of circumstances.

When I write about having a positive attitude, I am 
not suggesting that you should abandon common 
sense or deny the reality of extremely difficult 
situations.

Tough minded optimists are not naïve, 
Pollyannaish, or unrealistic.  They “smell the coffee” 
in every difficulty.  They are pragmatic, logical, and 
extremely practical.  On the other hand they have the 
audacity of hope and a certain belief that something 
of value may come from any negative experience.

Have hope, dear friends.  Tomorrow will be 
different.  Tomorrow you may hear the music, meet 
the person, read the book, have the insight, think the 
thought that changes our life in a beautiful way.

Former Secretary of State Colin Powell is a tough 
minded optimist.  It was Powell who said with deep 
conviction “perpetual optimism is a force 
multiplier.”

Believe it, my friends, and anticipate with 
optimism tomorrow, next week, and all your days.

we can sit down with the 
Marine and find out what 
happened before he begins 
shutting everyone out, we 
can find out when the drug 
was actually used and more 
importantly where he pur-
chased it so we can stop 
the source.”

CID also provided infor-
mation on a new database, 
which relays to the chief 
investigator any tests that 
yield positive results for drug 
use, which creates more 
transparency and collabora-
tion on drug investigations.

Classes continued with 
a chief investigator from 
NCIS sharing new meth-
ods individuals may use to 
purchase illegal drugs such 
as hidden websites. 

According to special 
agent Curtis, NCIS, use of 
the “Dark Web,” a collec-
tion of websites that sell 
illegal substances, can lead 

to service members access-
ing forms of purchasing 
drugs that are more diffi-
cult to track. Curtis urged 
senior leadership to stay 
informed on drug trends 
and keep track of websites 
being used to understand 
the origin of the issue. 

“I cannot stress enough, 
the importance of those 
urinalysis debriefs once a 
Marine has [tested posi-
tive] for drug use,” Curtis 
said. “Being able to find 
that source and understand 
what’s happening can help 
end the drug trends we 
see.”

The summit concluded 
with an LSST representa-
tive describing the process, 
which takes place after an 
investigation goes to court 
martial or ends with puni-
tive documentation from 
the command. This por-
tion described how proper 

documentation and state-
ments made during the 
investigation are crucial to 
the legal process.

“All parts of the pre-
sentation as a whole were 
really useful and definitely 
information I will pass on 
to the regiment and fellow 
Marines,” Walden said.

The informational sum-
mit provided leadership 
with resources and infor-
mation on changes and ini-
tiatives beginning aboard 
the Combat Center that 
will allow law enforcement, 
legal and tenant com-
mands to work together on 
drug-related incidents.

“I can say that what 
is special about this base 
is the amount of team-
work displayed from all 
the departments,” Caguio 
said. “It was a collaborative 
effort that we hope to con-
tinue.”

Summit from page A1

Institute of Technology with a Master’s 
Degree in Environmental Engineering 
and Science.

“He found something that he loved,” 
said Maj. Gen. Lewis A. Craparotta, 
Combat Center Commanding General. 
“All the people in this room, the 
Marines and families that he served 
in Twentynine Palms, are fortunate. 
In reality he came here and assisted 
everything in mission assurance. All 
the awards and accomplishments were 
earned, not given and he [performed] as 
a true professional.” 

Lt. Col. Seaman was also present-
ed with the Meritorious Service Medal 
for superior performance and leader-
ship during his time with the Mission 

Assurance Directorate. He contribut-
ed to Provost Marshal’s Office achiev-
ing full accreditation and the Safety 
Division receiving the 2013 National 
Safety Council Excellence in Highway 
Safety Award and Defensive Driving 
Performance Award. Maintaining read-
iness for the base was a priority for 
Seaman, who recognized the commit-
ment of the G7 to safety.

“The importance of the G7 as a 
whole is that they are your first respond-
ers to any emergency,” Seaman said. 
“They have a ‘24 hours a day, seven days 
a week,’ job. They’re always on duty to 
ensure they promote the health, welfare 
and safety of all the residents who live 
aboard the Combat Center.”

Approximately 21,000 Marines, sail-
ors and civilians live and work aboard 
the Combat Center. The G-7 encom-
passes first responders and sections 
devoted to ensuring the safety of those 
patrons, such as the fire and emergen-
cy services, security and law enforce-
ment duties, health and safety division, 
anti-terrorism division, Safety Office, 
and force protection.

“A good example of how we main-
tained safety and awareness was through 
our annual emergency response exercis-
es, like the ‘Semper DURUS’ Exercise, 
which tests how quickly different sec-
tions would respond to emergencies,” 
Seaman said.

The G7 conducted 10 full scale exer-

cises with Seaman and supported the 
fight against substance abuse through 
the national Drug Enforcement 
Agency’s National Prescription 
Drug Take-Back Program, collecting 
25,383 pounds of unwanted prescrip-
tion. Initiatives like the Community 
Response Team Training Program also 
helped improve safety and security 
throughout the community, adding to 
the programs Seaman and the G7 pro-
vided for the base.

“I’d like to recognize the men and 
women of the G7 for standing the watch 
for the benefit of the base and all those 
who live here,” Seaman said. “I’m proud 
to have served the Combat Center and 
the United States Marine Corps.”

Leader from page A1

Substance abuse prevention representatives provided informational booklets and 
pamphlets at their booth during the first Behavioral Health Branch Informational 
Drug Summit, as part of the Drug Demand Reduction Program, at the Officer’s 
Club, Tuesday.

Aid from page A1
thousand households from the com-
ing rains.

“We give a roll of plastic sheets to 
five households and they’ll cut it up into 
twenty foot pieces,” said Isaacs. “Then 
they’ll all have a tarp.”

To the Osprey crew, this mission 
was no different than the many other 
USAID missions they have flown here 
in Nepal.

“We get requests, and we exe-
cute,” said Capt. Jason D. Noll, pilot 
with HMM-262. “It was good, and 
Samaritan’s Purse is easy to work with. 
It makes you feel fine. It will provide 
them shelter because all their homes are 
destroyed out there.”

USAID, a U.S. government agen-
cy under the State Department, is 
responsible for administering civil-

ian foreign aid. They have deployed a 
Disaster Assistance Response Team to 
the region and are assessing humani-
tarian needs in cooperation with the 
Government of Nepal.

JTF 505, embodied by the U.S. 
Military, are tasked by USAID in sup-
port of humanitarian assistance and 
disaster relief missions.

Samaritan’s Purse is a non-govern-
ment organization, headquartered in 
Boone, North Carolina, who deployed 
a disaster response team in Nepal with 
the mission to provide emergency shel-
ter, food, clean water, medical care, and 
to meet other urgent needs for victims.

“It made me feel very proud of the 
Marines and how hard they’re working, 
and also very proud of the United States 
for our involvement here,” said Isaacs.

 U.S. Marines part of Joint Task Force 505 secure relief supplies from the 
Samaritan’s Purse International Relief Organization onto a U.S. Marine 
Corps MV-22 Osprey at Tribhuvan International Airport, Kathmandu, Nepal, 
Saturday.
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Every Thursday 
Get a Free Verbal 

Appraisal & 
Authentication

Every 
Tuesday Is 
Lost Ticket 
Amnesty

Every Thursday 
Get a Free Verbal 

Appraisal & 
Authentication

Every 
Tuesday Is 
Lost Ticket 
Amnesty
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Chaplains distribute coffee to Combat Center
PHOTOS BY LANCE CPL. THOMAS MUDD

Cpl. Tristofer Ducharme, unmanned aerial vehicle operator, Marine Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle Squadron 1, places boxes coffee in the back of a truck for his unit 
during the Chaplain’s coffee giveaway at the Distribution Management Office, 
Tuesday. This is the fifth time Holy Joe’s Café donated coffee to the Combat Center. 

Pfc. Jordan White, student, Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School, 
passes boxes of coffee to Cpl. Tristofer Ducharme, unmanned aerial vehicle oper-
ator, Marine Unmanned Aerial Vehicle Squadron 1, during the Chaplain’s coffee 
giveaway at the Distribution Management Office, Tuesday. Holy Joe’s Café gave 
two deliveries of coffee measuring out to one and one-half truckloads of coffee.

Pfc. Kristian James, student, Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School, 
loads coffee during the Chaplain’s coffee giveaway at the Distribution Management 
Office, Tuesday. The coffee was donated by Holy Joe’s Café.

Pfc. Sydney Hart, student, Marine Corps Communication-Electronics School, 
finishes loading coffee during the Chaplain’s coffee giveaway at the Distribution 
Management Office, Tuesday. Holy Joe’s Café donates coffee to the Combat 
Center as a form of outreach to the different tenant commands.
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Combat Center
Soccer League
reaches
Semi-Final

Pfc. Axel Marin, administrative clerk, Combat Logistics Company 13, 1st Marine Logistics Group, prepares to kick a soccer ball during the Combat Center Soccer 
League’s semi-final game May 19, 2015. CLC-13 faced Combat Logistics Battalion 7 during the match. 

Sgt. Jonathan Linares, data and communications maintenance Marine, 1st 
Battalion 7th Marine Regiment, and Lance Cpl. Angel Quintanilla, tank crewman, 
1st Tank Battalion, battle for the soccer ball during the Combat Center Soccer 
League’s semi-final game May 19, 2015.

1st Battalion 7th Marine Regiment and 1st Tank Battalion soccer teams shake 
hands after their match at Combat Center Soccer League’s semi-final game May 
19, 2015. 1st tanks won the match with a score of 3-2.

Lance Cpl. Victor Navarro, vehicle mechanic, Combat Logistic Company 13, 1st 
Marine Logistics Group, dives to block the soccer ball  during the Combat Center 
Soccer League’s semi-final game May 19, 2015

Players from Combat Logistics Company13 and Combat Logistic Battalion 7 
Shake hands at the end of the match during the Combat Center Soccer League’s 
semi-final game May 19, 2015. CLC-13 was victorious over CLB-7.

Lance Cpl. Oscar Almodova, tank crewman, 1st Tank Battalion, runs past his 
opponent during the Combat Center Soccer League’s semi-final game May 19, 
2015. 1st Tanks faced 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment’s soccer team in the 
semi-final game.
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Liberty Call

Sunset Cinema

Combat Center Events

FREE Checking
At Pacific Marine

FREE Mobile Banking

FREE Internet Banking

*Available on PMCU’s Primary Checking. If the account has a single or aggregate dollar 
amount of overdrafts totaling more than $20.00, they will be charged a fee in accordance 
with PMCU’s current Schedule of Fees and Charges for each occurrence up to a maximum 
of five (5) per day. If PMCU declines to pay an overdraft, the check/ACH will be returned 
and will also be subject to standard Non-Sufficient Fund Fees in accordance with PMCU’s 
Schedule of Fees and Charges for any item not paid. Other terms and conditions apply. 

30,000 ATMs
Surcharge-free

Our FREE Checking Account has lots 
of money saving features including 
no overdraft fee if your account is 
overdrawn by less than $20.*

800-736-4500
www.pmcu.com

Apply Today!
Keep learning at think.nu.edu

That’s 2,400 pizzas a 
minute. 350 slices a 
second. Delicious. Learn 
even more at National 
University. Service 
members are eligible for 
reduced tuition. On base. 
Online. Non-profit.

Don’t think you have time  
to learn something new?  
You just did.

© 2015 National University NU15_2209

Americans 
eat 100 acres 
of pizza  
each day.

  NEIL POND

“Hot Pursuit”
Starring Reese 
Witherspoon
& Sophìa Vergara
Directed by Anne Fletcher
Rated R

An uptight, by-the-
books Texas policewoman 
and a sassy, motor-mouth 
Latina mob wife flee from 
crooked cops and drug-car-
tel assassins, leaving a trail 
of cross-cultural hilarity 
across the Lone Star State. 

That’s obviously what 
was supposed to happen 
in this odd-couple match-
up with Oscar winner 
Reese Witherspoon and 
Modern Family TV star 
Sofìa Vergara. And why 
not? One’s short, blonde 
and Caucasian, the other’s 
tall, brown and Columbian. 
They start as “enemies” 
and end as friends. It’s a 
time-tested yuk-yuk tem-
plate that worked, with var-
ious tweaks, in countless 
other movies. 

But it sure doesn’t work 
here. Just about everything 
is wrong in Hot Pursuit, a 
clunky misfire that chokes 
on the fumes of tired 
lowbrow gags, worn-out 

stereotypes, shrill slap-
stick and lazy, predictable, 
sub-sitcom writing. One 
reason might be because 
two TV-sitcom writer-pro-
ducers, David Feeney 
(According to Jim, 2 Broke 
Girls) and John Quaintance 
(Material Girls, Whitney), 
came up with the flimsy 
concoction that passes for 
a script without bothering 
to work in anything new, 
novel or even halfway wor-
thy of the big screen.  

Another could be because 
director Anne Fletcher (The 
Proposal, The Guilt Trip) 
doesn’t seem to have any 
idea what to do with her two 
leading ladies; maybe she 
was preoccupied planning 
her next project, the sequel 
to Disney’s Enchanted. 
Here, she mostly seems 
leave her stars stranded 
to fend for themselves in 
scenes that require them to 
scream, screech, make out 
with each other and crack 
groan-worthy jokes about 
lesbians, menstruation and 
“man parts.” In one scene, 
Witherspoon—literally 
covered with cocaine—
hops around like a bunny 
rabbit. In another, she and 
Vergara disguise them-
selves in a blanket and a 

ridiculous fake deer head to 
elude a police dragnet. In 
a roadside souvenir shop, 
we get to see their undies 
as they try on new outfits, 
mainly so Vergara, in her 
form-fitting bra, can make 
a quip about Witherspoon’s 
frumpy-looking underpants.

A whopping part of 
the blame has to go to the 
Vergara and Witherspoon, 
both of whom are cred-
ited as producers of this 
schlock—which means 
everyone else was working 
for them. Ouch. 

Vergara’s shtick—man-
gling the English language 
and parading her volup-
tuous feminine form—is a 
big part of Modern Family, 
and it seems like everyone 
just wanted to shift her TV 
character to the screen with 
a minimum of thought or 
effort. Witherspoon’s done 
comedy before (Legally 
Blonde, Election, Four 
Christmases), but coming 
off last year’s hot Oscar-
nominated run produc-
ing and starring in Wild, 
appearing with Joaquin 
Phoenix in the groovy-
wacky Inherent Vice and 
producing Gone Girl, this 
feels like a real misalign-
ment of talent, timing and 
material. 

The two leads valiant-
ly manage to coax a few 
laughs out some of the set-
ups, like a ride with a bus-
load of senior citizens that 
becomes a crazy, three-way 
interstate shootout. But the 
best part of the movie is 
at the end, when outtakes 
show them flubbing their 
lines, cracking each other 
up and apparently having a 
great time all around mak-
ing Hot Pursuit. 

If only sitting through it 
was that much fun for the 
rest of us. 

Not So Hot
Witherspoon, Vergara comedy a clunky, schlocky misfire

 • Ground Level Units • Controlled Gate Access
 • Large Moving Truck Friendly • Month-to-Month Rentals

 STORAGE STORAGE STORAGE

 367-2510
 5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

 7
6
0

 SPECIAL MILITARY 
 PRICING ON ALL 

 UNITS!

 State  of t he Art Security 
 Control with Full Time 
 Resident Managers, 
 Household Storage,

 RV, Boat & Auto

Come to the Information Expo at the Vista Del Sol Community Center May 20th 
from 12 to 2 p.m. The event is open to residents of 801 Housing. Come learn 
about the Marine and Family Programs has to offer. Learn about programs such 
as: the New Parent Support Program, School Liaison and Career Resources. For 
more information call 760-830-8106.

Come visit Sandy Hill Lanes Bowling Center. With well-maintained lanes, large 
screen televisions, and a digital jukebox, it’s a great facility for indoor recreational 
fun and relaxation. Tournaments are offered regularly and cosmic bowling runs 
every Friday and Saturday evening. For more information, contact 760-830-6422.

Visit the Sand Trap Grill at the Desert Winds Golf Course, The Grill brings back 
old favorites like the charbroiled hamburger, salads, hot dogs and breakfast. Their 
expansive seating accommodates large groups of people. For more information 
call the golf course at 760-830-6132 

A Remembrance Run is scheduled May 28 at 8 a.m. at the Desert Winds Golf 
Course. Registration is not required and the first 150 runners will receive a free 
T-shirt. For more information call 760-830-4092 

Friday - May 22
3:30 p.m. Saving Private Ryan -R
6:30 p.m.  Flags of Our Fathers -R
9:30 p.m. It Follows - R
11:30 p.m. –Unfriended - R

Saturday - May 23, 2015
10:30 a.m. - Big Hero 6 – PG
1:00 p.m. - Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2 -PG
3:00 p.m. Woman in Gold - PG
5:00 p.m. Black Hawk Down -R
8:00 p.m. Furious 7 – PG 13
11:00 p.m. The Longest Ride – PG 13

Sunday - May 24, 2015
 12:00 p.m. Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2- PG
2:00 p.m. It Follows - R
4:30 p.m. Furious 7- PG 13
7:00 p.m. American Sniper - R
9:20 p.m. Fury -R

Monday - May 25, 2015
1:00 p.m. Little Boy- PG 13
3:30 p.m. The Age of Adaline – PG 13

Tuesday - May 26, 2015
7:00 p.m. Paul Blart: Mall Cop 2- PG 13

Wednesday - May 27, 2015
 7:00 p.m. Woman in Gold - PG-13

Thursday - May 28, 2015
6:30 a.m. Furious 7- PG 13

Friday - May 29, 2015
4:30 a.m. Marvel’s The Avengers
PG 13 
8:00 a.m. Avengers: Age of Ultron
PG 13
11:30 a.m. Unfriended -R
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY 
LANCE CPL. THOMAS MUDD

1st Tank Battalion welcomed Palm Vista Elementary 
School students for a tour of the Tank Ramp, Monday.

The children got the opportunity to experience a ‘day 
in the life’ perspective 1st Tanks Marines.

“For a lot of these [children], this will be the first time 
they have ever been on a military base,” said Lt. Col. Lee 
Rush, battalion commander, 1st Tanks. “Being able to 
show them what we do is a great way to show the com-
munity the human side of the Marine Corps.”

The children were split up into three groups and had 
the opportunity to learn about the different vehicles used 
by 1st Tanks such as the M1A1 Abrams. The children 
also used a variation of the Advanced Gunnery Training 
System simulators and asked the Marines of 1st Tanks 
questions about the equipment.

“The simulators are the same ones we use to train 
with,” said Master Gunnery Sgt. Steven Heath, operations 
chief, 1st Tanks. “The only real difference is the ones we 
generally use are in a box that makes you feel like you are 
actually in a tank.”

While one group experienced the simulators, the 
others went outside to look at four M1A1 Abrams 
tanks, an M88A2 Hercules, an ambulance, a Medium 
Tactical Vehicle Replacement, a Mine Resistant Ambush 
Protected All-Terrain Vehicle and a Logistics Vehicle 
System Replacement.

“Most of these [children] have never seen anything 
like this in real life,” Heath said. “It is like Disneyland and 
SeaWorld mashed up into one for them.”

Approximately 30 Marines volunteered to show the 
students around the vehicles and help with the equipment.

“It’s great to be able to do things like this for the 
school,” said Cpl. Matthew Rivera, tank gunner, 1st 
Tanks. “Showing the [children] around is refreshing and 
seeing them so excited makes us want to keep doing what 
we do.”

The children had the opportunity to learn from the 
Marines and see equipment most people never have the 
opportunity to see.

“Most of these children have seen the Marines come to 
their class rooms and help their teachers for a day,” said 
Navy Lt. j.g. William Daniel, chaplain, 1st Tanks. “For 
some of them, these Marines are role models.”

Palm Vista Elementary visits 1st Tanks

Lance Cpl. Mason Bennet, tank gunner, 1st Tank Battalion, helps students of Palm Vista Elementary School 
use the Advanced Gunnery Training System at the 1st Tanks Tank Ramp, Monday. The simulator allowed 
the children to get a glimpse of how the Marines train to operate tanks.

Lance Cpl. Richard 
Hedges, tank gunner, 
1st Tank Battalion, helps 
students from Palm 
Vista Elementary School 
operate the Advanced 
Gunnery Training System 
during a tour of the Tank 
Ramp, Monday. Thirty-
five Marines volunteered 
to work with the children 
during the tour. 

Palm Vista Elementary 
School students lift a 
stretcher with Seaman 
Sean Sullivan, field med-
ical service technician, 
1st Tank Battalion, on 
it during a tour of the 
1st Tanks Tank Ramp, 
Monday.
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