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Small Arms Range

In the last three years at Twentynine Palms,
the school and personnel have tried to create an
atmosphere found at no other rifle range.

There is no so-called harassment, just sound,
constructive, safe schooling which has proved
to be an excellent pattern to follow when you
compare that at this range, requalifications are
better than 90% on the M-1 Rifle, and around
88% with the .45 caliber automatic pistol.

There are very few men who are assigned
to training on the rifle range who don’t enjoy
it, especially during the second week when the
firing begins. However, there is a very necessary
lesson learned in the first five days of “snapping
in” on the school range.

First, you are only required to spend two
weeks each year requalifying on small arms, and
very rarely between transfers and T.A.D., do a
high percentage of the men make it that often.
Therefore, it is necessary to them to familiarize
themselves with the weapons. This is where the
school range personnel come in.

The mission of the school range is to teach
proper positions and sling adjustments, proper
sight alignment, breathing, trigger squeeze, care
and cleaning of the rifle along with necessary

lubrication during firing, and to instruct the men
on Range Safety Regulations. The school instruc-
tors like to sum it up as Physical and Mental con-
ditioning, directed toward the second week when
they “live fire” the M-1 on the line.

Normally, the range personnel instruct around
200 men in each detail, with new details begin-
ning each Monday morning on the school range.

The majority of the range personnel comprise
the line coaches. On the line, there are a num-
ber of jobs which necessitate constant alertness.
Unconsciously, the line coaches must eye the
weapons to insure they are carried correctly and
used correctly when loaded.

Although the rifle range comprises the bulk
if the Small Arms Range personnel, there are
other ranges included under the jurisdiction of
the Small Arms Range.

Next in attendance to the rifle range is the
pistol range which is located in the same area.
The other ranges are the machine gun, hand gre-
nade, rifle grenade, and 3.5 inch rocket ranges.

These ranges are primarily used during the
summer months by Marine Corps Reservists
while attending their two weeks of annual field
training on the newly paved addition to Del

Valle Road.

The Reservists also use the rifle range during
June, July and August for their requalification
firing; leaving it open to regulars only nine
months of the year.

Something that the range personnel are hop-
ing for, now that the new road has been com-
pleted, is the addition of water and electricity to
the Rifle Range area.

Presently electricity is gas generated, and
the water comes from water trailers. Although
slightly warm, there is ample water in the trailers
as long as the individual furnishes his canteen.

Aside from the regular firing details on the rifle
range there are scheduled Intermural Matches
between the units assigned here. During these
matches the “D” target is used for rapid fire,
and the 600 yard line is utilized in place of the
500 yard line.

One of the highlights of the 1960 match sea-
son was the First Annual Masters International
Hi-Desert High power Rifle Match. This was
held here in February after the completion of the
newly constructed 600 and 1000 yard lines, when
some of the 240 military and civilian shooters
participated in the match lasting four days.
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OFF-LIMITS

Commanding General - Maj. Gen. Lewis Craparotta
Installation Sgt. Maj. - Sgt. Maj. Karl Villalino
Public Affairs Officer - Capt. Justin Smith

Deputy Public Affairs Officer- Lauren Kurkimilis
Public Affairs Chief- Cpl. Julio McGraw

Press Chief - Lance Cpl. Levi Schultz

Correspondents - Cpl. Charles Santamaria
Lance Cpl. Thomas Mudd
Lance Cpl. Connor Hancock
Lance Cpl. Medina Ayala-Lo

ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance
prohibits service members from patronizing
the following locations. This order applies to

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service
members from patronizing the following
locations.

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under exclusive
written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial entet-
ptise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services. Contents
of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United
States government, the DOD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of adver-
tising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement
by the DOD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital
status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated
are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office,
located in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-
5474. The Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.

all military personnel.

In Twentynine Palms:

- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.

- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.

- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.

In Yucca Valley:

- Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Mart, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:

- Village Pub, 266 S. Palm Canyon Dr.

- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

In Oceanside:

- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

In San Diego:

- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.

- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.

- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.

In National City:

- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.

- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Center’s official-
website at http://www.29palms.marines.
mil
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Visit from pg. .

Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. Robert B. Neller, and Sgt. Maj. of the Marine Corps
Ronald L. Green, talk to Sgt. Shannon Ohlinger, maintenance chief, 3rd Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion, during their visit to the Combat Center, Tuesday.

Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Robert B. Neller talks to 1st Lt.
Nathan Gent, platoon commander, 3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion,
about the gear he uses during the Commandant and Sergeant Major

Maj. Gen. Lewis A.
Craparotta, and other
installation  leadership.

Neller also spoke about
the Installations recent
land  expansion into
Johnson Valley, which for
the first time allows the
Marine Corps to train at
a Marine Expeditionary
Brigade level.

“We have been try-
ing for years as our weap-
ons have longer and lon-
ger ranges to maneuver
our forces. I remember I
came hete for [Combined
Armed Exercise] in 1981,
we didn’t have long range
rocket artillery, and high

precision  munitions,”
Neller said. “T talked to
Maj. Gen. Craparotta

about Johnson Valley and
it’s a great opportunity
to expand the range. The
bigger we can make our
maneuver space, the more
options we have to train
out forces.”

After the town hall,
Green and Neller visit-
ed with and spoke to the
Marines and sailors of,
1st Tank Battalion and
3rd Assault Amphibian
Battalion and one of
Neller’s previous units,
3rd  Light Armored
Reconnaissance Battalion.
The Commandant served
as the commanding offi-

of the Marine Corps’ visit to the Combat Center, Tuesday.

Sgt. Maj. of the Marine Corps Ronald L. Green briefs Combat Center Marines and

sailors at the base theater, Tuesday.

cer of 3rd LAR, known
then as 3rd Light Infantry
Battalion, during Operation
Restore Hope in Somalia.
“It’s great seeing both
of them interacting with
us out here,” said Sgt.
Shannon Ohlinger, radio
maintenance chief, 3rd
LAR. “They have some
of the heaviest weight
when it comes to change.
For them to be out here
seeing the force and the

equipment first hand
gives them more insight
on the strengths of the
force as a whole.”

The Commandant
ended his town hall
speech by thanking the
Marines and telling them
to sustain, prepare and
improve themselves for
future conflicts. Green
also left the Marines with
a message.

“I had the oppor-

tunity to go to Mount
Suribachi,” Green said.
“When that flag was
raised there so many
years ago, the Secretary
of the Navy at the time
said “The raising of that
flag on Mount Suribachi
means a Marine Corps
for the next 500 years.’
So Marines; ensure that
our Marine Corps lasts
another 500 years and
beyond. Semper Fidelis.”

Awareness from pg. .

some connections for future projects.”

Domestic Violence Awareness month started in
1981 and takes place every year during October.
Throughout the month, people are educated on the
different types of domestic violence and how to pre-
vent them.

“We wouldn’t be able to do our job without the
different resources from both on and off the instal-
lation,” Godfrey said. “We hope to bring all the
different groups together so we can put a stop to
domestic violence.”

During the kickoff, Michelle Bergey, deputy dis-
trict attorney, Office of the District Attorney, San
Bernardino County, spoke to explain the purpose
of her office and a few words of encouragement to
those in attendance.

“It is awesome to be here and see that we are not
the only ones fighting for the people of domestic
violence cases,” Bergey said. “People often ask “Why
do you care about the little cases, where there are no
bruises or blood?”” We do it because the matter only
gets worse if we don’t stop it.”

Domestic Violence Awareness Month began as
a way to decrease the amount of domestic violence
cases throughout the country. The Combat Center
takes this month as an opportunity to teach Marines
and sailors how to prevent domestic violence and
about the resources available to them.

“All the people who work in these programs are
here to help the families on base,” said Allen Sackett,
program manager, FAP. “We try to teach the differ-
ent things that people often overlook that are actually
domestic violence.”

For more information about domestic violence
awareness contact the FAP office at 760-830-6345.
If you suspect that someone has become a victim of
domestic violence please contact a victim advocate
using the 24/7 help line 760-362-9837.






























