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some connections for future projects.”
Domestic Violence Awareness month started in 

1981 and takes place every year during October. 
Throughout the month, people are educated on the 
different types of domestic violence and how to pre-
vent them. 

“We wouldn’t be able to do our job without the 
different resources from both on and off the instal-
lation,” Godfrey said. “We hope to bring all the 
different groups together so we can put a stop to 
domestic violence.”

During the kickoff, Michelle Bergey, deputy dis-
trict attorney, Office of the District Attorney, San 
Bernardino County, spoke to explain the purpose 
of her office and a few words of encouragement to 
those in attendance.

“It is awesome to be here and see that we are not 
the only ones fighting for the people of domestic 
violence cases,” Bergey said. “People often ask ‘Why 
do you care about the little cases, where there are no 
bruises or blood?’ We do it because the matter only 
gets worse if we don’t stop it.”

Domestic Violence Awareness Month began as 
a way to decrease the amount of domestic violence 
cases throughout the country. The Combat Center 
takes this month as an opportunity to teach Marines 
and sailors how to prevent domestic violence and 
about the resources available to them.

“All the people who work in these programs are 
here to help the families on base,” said Allen Sackett, 
program manager, FAP. “We try to teach the differ-
ent things that people often overlook that are actually 
domestic violence.”

For more information about domestic violence 
awareness contact the FAP office at 760-830-6345. 
If you suspect that someone has become a victim of 
domestic violence please contact a victim advocate 
using the 24/7 help line 760-362-9837.
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Maj. Gen. Lewis A. 
Craparotta, and other 
installation leadership. 
Neller also spoke about 
the Installations recent 
land expansion into 
Johnson Valley, which for 
the first time allows the 
Marine Corps to train at 
a Marine Expeditionary 
Brigade level. 

  “We have been try-
ing for years as our weap-
ons have longer and lon-
ger ranges to maneuver 
our forces. I remember I 
came here for [Combined 
Armed Exercise] in 1981, 
we didn’t have long range 
rocket artillery, and high 
precision munitions,” 
Neller said. “I talked to 
Maj. Gen. Craparotta 
about Johnson Valley and 
it’s a great opportunity 
to expand the range. The 
bigger we can make our 
maneuver space, the more 
options we have to train 
our forces.” 

After the town hall, 
Green and Neller visit-
ed with and spoke to the 
Marines and sailors of, 
1st Tank Battalion and 
3rd Assault Amphibian 
Battalion and one of 
Neller’s previous units, 
3rd Light Armored 
Reconnaissance Battalion. 
The Commandant served 
as the commanding offi-

cer of 3rd LAR, known 
then as 3rd Light Infantry 
Battalion, during Operation 
Restore Hope in Somalia.

“It’s great seeing both 
of them interacting with 
us out here,” said Sgt. 
Shannon Ohlinger, radio 
maintenance chief, 3rd 
LAR. “They have some 
of the heaviest weight 
when it comes to change. 
For them to be out here 
seeing the force and the 

equipment first hand 
gives them more insight 
on the strengths of the 
force as a whole.”

The Commandant 
ended his town hall 
speech by thanking the 
Marines and telling them 
to sustain, prepare and 
improve themselves for 
future conflicts. Green 
also left the Marines with 
a message.

“I had the oppor-

tunity to go to Mount 
Suribachi,” Green said. 
“When that flag was 
raised there so many 
years ago, the Secretary 
of the Navy at the time 
said ‘The raising of that 
flag on Mount Suribachi 
means a Marine Corps 
for the next 500 years.’ 
So Marines; ensure that 
our Marine Corps lasts 
another 500 years and 
beyond. Semper Fidelis.”  

Sgt. Maj. of the Marine Corps Ronald L. Green briefs Combat Center Marines and 
sailors at the base theater, Tuesday.

Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. Robert B. Neller, and Sgt. Maj. of the Marine Corps 
Ronald L. Green, talk to Sgt. Shannon Ohlinger, maintenance chief, 3rd Light Armored 
Reconnaissance Battalion, during their visit to the Combat Center, Tuesday.

Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Robert B. Neller talks to 1st Lt. 
Nathan Gent, platoon commander, 3rd Assault Amphibian Battalion, 
about the gear he uses during the Commandant and Sergeant Major 
of the Marine Corps’ visit to the Combat Center, Tuesday.




















