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British Royal Marines conduct an assault on Range 205 as part of Exercise Black Alligator aboard the Combat

Center, Sept. 13.

Coalition forces conduct
Exercise Black Alligator

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

As the Matines approached the
hill overlooking the combat town,
machine-gunners took their positions
to provide suppressive fire while
engineers and rifleman made their
advance on the facility. As the Marine
Corps’ premier combined-arms, live-

fire training installation, this style of
training is routine aboard the Combat
Center. However, this exercise was
made unique by the country the com-
batants serve.

In support of Exercise Black
Alligator 16, the Combat Center
is hosting 40 Commando Brigade
of the British Royal Marines, com-
prised of more than 1,000 British

Royal Matines and 150 Dutch Royal
Army soldiers, for the duration of the
45-day training exercise that began
mid-August.

“Black Alligator is two things
principally,” said Capt. Simon Long,
training officer, 40 Commando.
“It’s a force-generation exercise,

See Exercise pg. A6

STORY BY CPL.
THOMAS MUDD

Combat Center youth volunteer in Red Cross bake sale

The American Red
Cross  Youth Group
shouted excitedly at pass-
ing cars while waving
handmade signs to pro-
mote a bake and yard sale
at the Lincoln Military
Housing Athletic Field,
Sept. 17.

“This is the first sale
we have had this year,”
said Nguyet Gold, direc-
tor, ARCYG. “We hold
this event about once
every month through-
out the school year. The
sale helps the members
of the youth group learn
responsibility and team-
work while helping fund

|

CPL. THOMAS MUDD

The American Red Cross Youth Group advertises a yard and bake sale by Del Valle Road

aboard Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center Twentynine Palms, Calif., Sept. 17. The
See Youth pg. A6 event was used as a fund raiser for the youth group and charities.

Combat Center
encourages
residents to
stay prepared

STORY BY CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

The Combat Center is taking steps to educate
residents with the information needed to prepare
for, respond to and recover from emergency situ-
ations as part of America’s Prepare-A-Thon 2016.
Throughout the week of Sept. 18-24, the Prepare-
A-Thon focuses on providing individuals with the
resources they need to be prepared for any natural
or manmade incident.

According to Luis Aguirre, installation emer-
gency management specialist, G-7 Mission
Assurance, all personnel should begin a process of
learning about potential threats to be better pre-
pared to react during an emergency. While there
is no way to predict what will happen, there are
simple steps you can take now to prepare yourself
and your loved ones.

“Some of the things you can do to prepare for
a disaster, such as assembling a supply kit and
developing a family communications plan, are the
same for both a natural or man-made emergency,”
Aguitre said. “With a little planning and common
sense, you can be better prepared for the unex-
pected.”

Schools, daycare providers, workplaces, neigh-
borhoods and apartment buildings should all have
site-specific emergency plans, Aguirre explained.
Residents are encouraged to ask about these plans
and to consider volunteering to help develop one
if none exist.

“Ask how they will communicate with families
during a crisis and do they store adequate food,
water and other emergency supplies,” Aguirre said.
“You will be better prepared to reunite your family
and loved ones safely during an emergency if you
communicate with others in advanced.”

For additional information on the National
Prepare-A-Thon, visit www.ready.marines.mil or
call G-7 Mission Assurance at (760) 830-6074.

Emergency Supplies Checklist

¢ Water: Store one gallon of water per person
per day for drinking and sanitation in clean plastic
containers. If you live in a warm-weather climate,
more water may be necessary.

* Food: Store food that won’t spoil and does
not have to be heated or cooked. Choose foods
that your family will eat, including protein or fruit
bars, dry cereal or granola, canned foods and
juices, peanut butter, dried fruit, nuts, crackers
and baby foods. Remember to pack a manual can
opener, cups and eating utensils.

* Basic Supplies: Store a flashlight, battery-pow-
ered radio, extra batteties, a first aid kit, utility
knife, local map, toilet paper, feminine hygiene
products, soap, trash bags and other sanitation
supplies, plastic sheeting, duct tape, as well as extra
cash and identification. Periodically rotate your
extra batteries to be sure they work when you need
them.

e Special Items: Think about your family’s
unique needs. Pack diapers, formula, bottles, pre-
scription medications, pet food, comfort items,
books, paper, pens, a deck of cards or other forms
of entertainment.
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Marine Corps’ Top Shot

Every week, thousands of fans cast their votes for the best
photograph posted on the Corps’ Facebook page. This
week’s top shot comes from Lance Cpl. Cristian Ricardo.

LANCE CPL. CRISTIAN RICARDO

Capt. Eric M. Montgomery hugs his father after receiving the wreath for his brother, Lance Cpl. Brian Mont-
gomery, who was killed while in Haditha, Iraq in 2005, during a 9/11 Remembrance Ceremony in Nashville,
Tennessee, Sept. 11.
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More than 5,500 Marmes some comlng from
as far away as Hawaii, will take part in 7th
Marine Amphibious Brigade (MAB) Field Exer-
cise (FEX) 1-84, Sunday through Oct. 10, here,
which will include a three-day live-fire attack.

This operation, the largest since exercise
“Gallant Eagle” in April 1982, will test the
brigade’s readiness in responding to a crisis
as part of the Near Term Prepositioning Force
(NTPF).

From Sunday to Oct. 1, the 7th MAB will
begin the exercise by simulating attainment

Reprinted from the Observation Post
September 22, 1983

FEX 1-84 plays host
to 5,500 MAB Marines

of operatlonal readiness in a secure port. This
NTPF scenario would follow the unit’s capa-
bility of responding to a world crisis.

Phases of the operation will include a three-
day aggressed exercise, after which the ag-
gressor force will combine with the 7th MAB
force for a three-day live-fire operation, to
conclude FEX 1-84.

Units participating include those from the
Combat Center; Marine Corps Air Station,
Yuma, Ariz.; MCAS, Kaneohe Bay, Hawaii;
and Marine Corps Base, Camp Pendleton;

MCAS, El Toro; and MCAS (H), Tustin, Calif.
The attackmg force will be led by Combat
Center infantrymen of the 1st Battalion, 4th
Marines reinforced by the 3rd Tank Battalion;
artillerymen from 4th Battalion, 11th Ma-
rines; crewman of Delta Company, 3d Assault
Amphibian Vehicle Battalion; and Marines
from Communication Support Company, 9th
Communication Battalion. In addition, they
will be augmented by Marines from 1st Com-
bat Engineer Battalion and 1st Reconnais-
sance Battalion from MCB Camp Pendleton.
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"Play On"
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Commanding General - Brig. Gen. William F. Mullen 111 Press Chief -

Installation Sgt. Maj. - Sgt. Maj. Michael Hendges

Correspondents -

Public Affairs Officer - 1st Lt. Karen Holliday

Cpl. Levi Schultz
Cpl. Thomas Mudd
Cpl. Connor Hancock

OFF-LIMITS

ESTABLISHMENTS

Deputy Public Affairs Officer - Ms. Lauren Kurkimilis
Public Affairs Chief - Cpl. Julio McGraw

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Depatrtment of Defense or the United States Matine Corps, under exclusive
written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services. Contents
of the Observation Post ate not necessatily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United
States government, the DOD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of adver-
tising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement

Cpl. Medina Ayala-Lo
Lance Cpl. Dave Flores

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance

prohibits service members from patronizing

by the DOD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the setvices advertised.

Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital
status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated
are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office,
located in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-
5474. The Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.

the following locations. This order applies to

all military personnel.

In Oceanside:

- Angelo’s Kars, 222 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

- Angelo’s Kars, 226 S. Coast Hwy,
Oceanside, Calif., 92054

In San Diego:

- Club Mustang, 2200 University Ave.

- Club San Diego, 3955 Fourth St.

- Get It On Shoppe, 3219 Mission Blvd.
- Main Street Motel, 3494 Main St.
-Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar St.

In National City:

- Dream Crystal, 15366 Highland Ave.

- Sports Auto Sales, 1112 National City Blvd.

Local off-limits guidance prohibits service
members from patronizing the following

locations.

In Twentynine Palms:

- Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Rd.

- STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Rd.

- K Smoke Shop, 5865A Adobe Rd.

In Yucca Valley:

- Yucca Tobacco Matt, 57602 29 Palms Hwy.
- Puff’s Tobacco Matt, 57063 29 Palms Hwy.
In Palm Springs:

- Whispering Palms Apts., 449 E. Arenas Road
- NYPD Pizza, 260-262 N. Palm Canyon Drive

For the complete orders, but not off-limits,
check out the Combat Center’s official-
website at http://www.29palms.marines.
mil
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WHAT I'VE LEARNED

>| grew up loving to ride dirt bikes;
I would do it all the time. I received my first
dirt bike when I was 4 years old. I’d say it was
a big part of my life growing up.

>| got hurt a few times growing up,
so I don’t ride like I used to. When I started
my career as a firefighter, work took prece-
dence so I began to volunteer as a responder
at different motorcycle events to help others
who enjoy riding.

>| love being with my family. I became
a father shortly after I began working here
and it was one of the proudest moments of
my life. I spend as much time with my family
as I can.

>We go camping as often as possible
and I even got my son into motorcycles. We
try to go out into the desert once or twice a
month and get in some riding time.

>There aren’t a lot of ways to describe
the feeling of being a father. It’s just a great

Jensen has been working
aboard the base for approxi-
mately six years. During that
time, he has dedicated his
time to being a good father
and working to help the peo-
ple of the Combat Center.

feeling. He’s only 6 years old, but he keeps
telling me how much he wants to be a fire-
fighter when he grows up. I'll have to wait
and see if he does.

>I’'m the third generation firefighter
in my family. My father and grandfather were
both firefighters and I believe growing up
around the vehicles and seeing those men
proud of what they do made me want to
become a firefighter as well.

>| was a member of the San Bernardino
Fire Department before coming to the
Combat Center. While I was there, we always
worked very closely with the members of the
Combat Center Fire Department.

>The drive from home to here is about
100 miles. It’s a little ways away but I don’t
make the drive every day. 'm at work every
two to three days then I get to stay home for
two to three days. It all works out in the end
and I enjoy working on base.

>l remember when I was offered the
opportunity to join this team. I was asked
to perform a physical agility test, where they
make sure that you can perform as a firefight-
er. After that, I was offered the position to be
part of this team.

>We are a family here. When you work
with the same people for long enough they
become like family, but the people here are
especially close.

>0ne of the most memorable moments
I’'ve had working here was when I was pro-
moted to lieutenant.

>Another time | remember was when we
received the Green Cross Award. Firefighters
receive this award when they respond to a car
accident that require the “Jaws of Life” and
have a life-or-death victim live through the
accident. That was a great honor for me. It’s
not an award that is given to people often,
so the fact that I have received it is a great
honor.

Visit the official MCAGCC
Facebook page

http://www.facebook.com/
thecombatcenter
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GOLF CLUB ar BLUE SKIE!

Hawk

¢ Friday — Competitive 18 hole Single Stroke Play
Prizes for both Net & Gross
e Saturday - 4 person Best Ball ® Fun & prizes

LUNCH ON SATURDAY FOR ALL PLAYERS
WINNERS ANNOUNCED
— Sign up on line or at the Pro Shop —

Come out and enjoy a great weekend of golf, share in
remembering Bill Brehm Sr., and see if you have what it takes

to hoist the WJB Classic Trophy for the very first time!

55100 Martinez Trail ® Yucca Valley
760-365-0033 ® www.hawkslandinggolf.com

This two day tournament will be
both competitive and fun while
commemorating the life and
legacy of our course founder
William John Brehm Sr.

SATUREAY, SCTOSER 8, 2006, MEANS DRV LAKE, JOHNSON VALLEY, LA

Weekend of

October 1st and 2nd, 2016

Means Dry Lake, Johnson Valley, CA
20- to 25-Mile Off-Road Desert Course,
Prize Drawings, Vendor Displays, Hot food, 50/50 Drawing!!

4X4, Motorcycles, Quads, Buggies and all other off road vehicles welcome!!!
$60.00 Pre-registration; $65.00 at site; $30.00 for Military with I.D.
Information: 951-203-6816
Email: mbsar_desertrun@yahoo.com

Web Site — www.desertrun.org
Visit us on Facebook
Desert Run—Morongo Basin Search and Rescue
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CPL. NEYSA HUERTAS QUINONES

Staff Sgt. Craig W. Harriman, left, speaks to Cpl. Andrea N. Villacis about her career progression aboard Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point, N.C., Sept. 12. Harriman was
awarded Career Planner of the Year for fiscal year 2016 and has been recently selected to instruct at the Basic Career Planners Course at Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San
Diego, Calif. He attributes his success to the leadership and mentoring he received during his years in the Corps. Harriman is the staff noncommissioned officer in charge of
career planners assigned to Marine Air Control Group 28, 2nd Marine Aircraft Wing. Villacis is an administrative clerk with the unit.

Mentorship program inspires excellence

STORY BY SGT. NEYSA
HUERTAS QUINONES

MARINE CORPS AIR
STATION CHERRY POINT,
N.C—As Staff Sgt. Craig W.
Harriman looks around his
office, which is decorated with
12 years of awards and acknowl-
edgements, he reflects on the
day he first stepped into a career
planner’s office aboard Marine
Corps Recruit Depot, Parris
Island, S.C.

“l was originally an admin-
istrative clerk,” said Harriman,
the staff noncommissioned offi-
cer in charge of career planners
assigned to Marine Air Control
Group 28, 2nd Marine Aircraft
Wing. “I considered getting out
of the Corps after my first term.
Before I made my final decision,
I decided to see my career plan-
ner and evaluate my options. She
convinced me to lateral move

Top Rated Hair Stylist ® Professional Clipper/Scissor Cuts
Military Discounts ® Monthly Promotions ® Walk-Ins
Free Shampoo ® Men e Boys ® Military

73731 Amboy Rd. ¢ 29 Palms Hwy.

54

(installed and billed separately)

OVER 190 CHANNELS

® FREE SAME DAY INSTALLATION

d:sh

AUTHORIZED RETAILER

TV AND
INTERNET

(WHERE AVAILABLE)

into career planning and I have
loved it ever since.”

Harriman has been successful
as a career planner and recruit-
er while serving three years in
Alaska. He was awarded Career
Planner of the Year for fiscal
year 2016 and has been recently
selected to instruct at the Basic
Career Planners Course aboard
Marine Corps Recruit Depot,
San Diego, Calif. He attributes
most of the success in his career
to the leadership and mentoring
he received throughout his years
in the Corps.

“I think the mentoring pro-
gram is capable of doing great
things for Marines,” explained

Harriman. “To have a successful
mentorship, you need to show
real interest in your Marines.
Getting to know your Marines
will make all the difference. We
take care of our own, and what
better way to do that than to

94

LIMITED
TIME
PRICING

help Marines reach higher lev-
els in all aspects of their life?
We should strive to mentor all
Marines whether they fall directly
under us or not. Take me for
example; if that sergeant would
not have sat down with me at
Parris Island years ago, I might
have never ended up where I am
today. You never know what will
change someone’s life.”

According to Harriman,
the most influential mentor he
has had is Master Sgt. Jason E.
Spangenberg, the career plan-
ner SNCOIC for 2nd MAW.
In Spangenberg, Harriman saw
the best work he has ever seen
in a Marine. Harriman admired
Spangerberg’s leadership and
strives to reflect that with his
own while mentoring others the
same way.

Spangenberg explained
Harriman has been an exempla-
ry Marine throughout his entire

career. He always sought guid-
ance from leaders and used the
knowledge he gained from his
mentors through the years.

“The first time 1 met
Hartiman, 1 was the SNCOIC
with 1st Marine Division, 5th
Marine Regiment in Camp
Pendleton, Calif. at the time.”
said Spangenberg. “He came into
that unit with goals and ideas
from the start. Now I find myself
working with him again at 2nd
MAW and he still demonstrates
all the characteristics of a great
Marine.”

Harriman also worked with
his command to raise aware-
ness of an alternative to career
course for those SNCOs that
could not attend the residence
course because of critical bil-
lets they held. He influenced
the career progression of many
staff sgts. assigned to Marine
Aviation Logistics Squadron 14

and Marine Aircraft Group 14 by
pushing for more awareness of
Staff Sergeants Seminar.

Although Spangenberg has
been the most influential men-
tor during Harriman’s career,
Harriman explains that every
Marine he has met in the Corps
has helped him grow as a Marine
and as a person.

“l remember my time spent as
a recruiter in Alaska was the most
challenging time throughout my
career,” explained Harriman. “It
was a lot of work while also bal-
ancing raising my young daughter
after a separation. Between myself,
the other Marines in the office and
their families, we raised her togeth-
er. I worked hard and with the
support of my leaders, I won the
rectuiter of the year for Recruiting
Station Portland fiscal year 2013
and 2014. Those Marines were
there for me both professionally
and as my brothers.”

NEXT DAY

Appointments
Available

- California Real Estate Inspectors Association

Don Wilson

Certified Home Inspector and member of We ||'|spect It All...

- Buyers Protection Group

- Home Advisor - Structural - Cooling Systems

- Electrical - Roof/Exteriors
760.553.4947 - Kitchens - Plumbing
dwilson@bpgwi.com - Heating Systems

BILL GORDON

ASSOCIAT E
Fighting for Your Social Security Disability
Benefits for Over 20 Years!

“ | could not be happier about the job performance of BGA.
They have proven that they are there to help unfortunate
people who are in need of a helping hand. America should be

UNABLE TO WORK? - DENIED BENEFITS? - WE CAN HELP!

® 3 MONTHS OF PREMIUM CHANNELS
OVER 50 CHANNELS: HB® === starz wme

® BUNDLE HIGH SPEED INTERNET

@® ASK ABOUT OUR 3 YEAR PRICE
GUARANTEE
AND GET NETFLIX INCLUDED FOR A YEAR

CALL TODAY & SAVE UP TO 50%!

Call for more details

- [FETIME]S

Presenting the all new Safe Step Walk-In Tub featuring
MicroSoothe. 1t oxygenates, softens and exfoliates skin, turning
your bath into a spa-like experience.

SAFECWSTEP

VVALK-IN UB CO.

$750 OFF when you mention this ad.

T 1-800-219-4001

proud to have them represent those in need.
| would recommend them to anyone ,, -Gil B.

v Applications/Hearings/Appeals

v Immediate Access to Experienced Personnel
+ We Strive For Quick Claim Approval

v Free Consultation

Call for an Immediate Evaluation

(800) 501-9075

Bill Gordon & Associates, a nationwide practice, represents clients before the Social Security Administration.
Member of the TX & NM Bar Associations. Mail: 1420 NW St Washington D.C.
Office: Broward County, FL. Services may be provided by associated attorneys licensed in other states.
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ROYAL MARINES OPERATIONAL

SHOOTING COMPETITION BEGINS

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
CPL. ROBERT WILLIAMS

ALTCAR TRAINING CAMP,
United Kingdom — The Royal
Marines Operational Shooting
Competition commenced with
its first set of official matches
Sept. 14 at Altcar Training Camp,
Merseyside, England.

The competition consists of six
different matches using various
pistols and rifles. The competitors
represent teams from the U.S.
Marine Corps, Royal Marines and
Royal Netherland Marine Corps.

The teams were allotted time
to practice each match in the days
leading up to the event., This was
the only time they can see their
performance without it affecting
the teams’ scores.

During the official matches, the
competitors score each other. The
rules for scoring change for each
match. When the competitors fin-
ish adding up the scores, the cor-
responding shooter looks over the
score to ensure it’s correct before
turning it in to range personnel.

The U.S. Marine Corps Shooting
Team took a small lead after the
tirst day of official matches.

The team’s familiarity to the

CPL. ROBERT WILLIAMS

An instructor with the Royal Marines Combat Marksmanship Team tells Sgt. Aaron Meares, a competitor with the Ma-
rine Corps Shooting Team, what adjustments need to be made to his SA80 A2 rifle sight, Sept. 11, at Altcar Training
Camp, Merseyside, England.

match stipulations have signifi-
cantly helped their outcome
during the first day of matches,
according to Capt. John Sheehan,
a competitor with the Marine
Corps Shooting Team.

“For these events there’s a
physical course of fire and a
fundamentals-of-marksmanship
aspect. The marksmanship skill
and the application of that skill
is really well established with the
Marines,” said Sheehan, a West
Middlesex, Pennsylvania native.
“For us on the shooting team,
it’s really about knowing the
course of fire. That’s where most
of our time has gone, reviewing
the matches days and the night
before. That way when we come
out here they know exactly what
to expect.”

They also plan on extending
their lead via the pistol matches,

ST NS

according to Sheehan.

“We on the shooting team
are extremely fortunate to get
far greater exposure and time to

CPL. ROBERT WILLIAMS

Capt. William Cunningham, a competitor with the Marine Corps Shooting Team, gives advice to a Royal Marine to im-
prove his control of a pistol in a practice match during the Royal Marines Operational Shooting Competition, Sept. 12.

work with the pistol to develop

g

that skill set, because it’s such R ¥ e

. . il
a unique weapon system,” said % @‘ﬁ ‘%
Sheehan. “Most (Marines) on a '

day to day would not get work
with it otherwise. So we come
here quite a bit more advanced
than your average Marine and far
ahead our counterparts.”

The event is beneficial to the
working relationship between the
competing teams and their coun-
tries as the competitors share
knowledge and moments together
that establishes rapport, accord-
ing to Sheehan.

“There really is a camarade-
rie that’s being built between ,
the British and Dutch Marines, el
even though it’s only a two-week e e
event,” said Sheehan. “It’s a lot iz

-

of good fun in the competition
and a fantastic opportunity to

come out and test yourself.” England.

Visit the Joshua Tree

Park Rock Cafe & have
one of our Lunch Specials!

Local Lunch - Only $7.99

Includes a Sandwich, side & Drink

Boxed Lunch - Only $11.95
Ihcludes a Sandwich, Fruit, Cookies,
Chipa & Drink

S

Free WiFi e Military Discounts
760-3066-5200

Mon. - Fri. 8AM — 4FPM
Sat., Sun. 8AM — 5FM
©bb4 Fark Blvd e Joshua Tree, CA
Located @ JTNF Visitor Center
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CPL. ROBERT WILLIAMS

Sgt. Chris Anderson starts running to the next course of fire, Sept. 13, at Altcar Training Camp, Merseyside,

Fire Arms - Ammunition
Disaster Preparedness Supplies
o Gold Mining Equipment
nifes - Camping Equipment
Stun Guns + Pepper Spray

(760) 369-GUNS (4867)

57205 29 Palms Hwy
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

TUESDAY NIGHT

"Linked Bingo”

e ece
Session 1(5:30pm) - 1st pack $10, additional packs $5

Session 2 (7:00pm) — 1st pack $20, additional packs $10/$5
e e ee

$20,000

*Must cover all within 51 balls or less!
ADDITIONAL $5 BUY-IN - 2" SESSION - 8TH GAME

Powerball Buy-ins Available
Open to the Public
Food and Beverages for Purchase - Non-smoking

Sportsmans Club of Joshua Tree
760-366-2915 « 6225 Sunburst Ave « Joshua Tree, CA
All proceeds are donated locally to youth & community organizations
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Exercise romps a1

which allows us to devel-
op our training all the
way from squad-level to
battle-group size live-fire,
and it’s also a great oppor-
tunity to integrate with the
U.S. Marines Corps and
conduct joint training.”

With the end goal of
achieving battalion-lev-
el live-fire in a com-
bined-arms environment,
Black Alligator incorpo-
rates all assets ranging
from infantry and engi-
neers to artillery and
close-air support. Each
element is tested through
a series of validation rang-
es before they are brought
together as a single fight-
ing force.

“We start at the
squad-level before mov-
ing up to the platoon
level,” Long said. “While
that is going, we have a
lot of different elements
holding  specialty-arms
training; our mortars are
doing mortar concentra-
tion, our artillery is doing
artillery concentration, and
our engineers are down in
[Marine Corps Base] Camp
Pendleton  conducting
training with 1st [Combat
Engineer Battalion.] We
then progress and com-
bine those elements in
combined-arms live-fire at
the end.”

Throughout the exer-
cise, more than 300 U. S.
Marines, including artillery-
men, engineers and tankers
conducted training along-
side the coalition forces.

“U.S. and Royal Marines
train side-by-side in sever-
al events during Exercise
Black Alligator,” said U.S.
Marine Capt. Andrew
Mirsch, exercise officer,
G-3 Operations, Marine
Air Ground Task Force
Training Command. “The
most significant combined

training events are the
Combined-Arms Live-Fire
Exercise (CALFEX) and
Final Training Exercise
(FINEX).”

CALFEX, scheduled
for Sept. 28 through Oct.
1, brings all the training
together with a com-
bined-arms live-fire attack
that incorporates infantry,
engineers, artillery, mor-
tars, tanks and aviation
fires. FINEX has a dif-
ferent focus, tasking the
joint force with a clear-
in-zone mission against an
opposition force of U.S.
Marine Corps role-players
at Range 220, the Combat
Center’s largest Military
Operations on Urbanized
Terrain facility.

“[These exetcises are]
where we really test the
commando both at the
tactical level with the indi-
viduals on the ground all
the way through with the
decision making and of
the highest levels of com-
mand,” Long said. “We
can do things out here that
we can’t do in the UK.
While we don’t have live-
fire urban compounds, we
can test all the way up to
company and battle-group
level.”

According to Mirsch,
the Combat Center provid-
ed the critical life support,
logistics and infrastruc-
ture necessary to execute
an exercise of this size.
This included a vatiety of
equipment drawn from

MAGTFTC’s Enhanced
Equipment  Allocation
Pool.

“The equipment drawn
by 40 Commando from
the EEAP is particularly
important to this exercise,”
Mirsch said. “It mitigates
the need for British exer-
cise forces to ship a bat-
talion reinforced-sized gear
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CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

British Royal Marines discuss their scheme of maneuver during an assault on Range 205 as part of Exercise Black
Alligator aboard the Combat Center, Sept. 13.

set to [the Combat Centet]
from the UK.”

Exercise Black Alligator
is held annually and will
continue to promote oper-
ational forces readiness as
well as strengthen relation-
ships with coalition part-
nets.

“Most importantly this
is an opportunity to come
out here and really train
as we fight in austere des-
ert envitonments while
working alongside the
U.S. Marine Corps,” Long
said. “We are really for-
tunate to receive support
from 1st Tank [Battalion]
and Charlie Battery with
[1st Battalion, 11th Marine
Regiment] alongside other
assets. Black Alligator is a
great opportunity to train
as we fight but also to
fight alongside our USMC
brothers.”

CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

British Royal Marines conduct an assault on Range 205 as part of Exercise Black Alligator
aboard the Combat Center, Sept. 13.

Youth From pg. Al

the group and various
charities.”

The youth group sold
muffins, cookies, banana
bread and other baked
goods, as well as clothing
and jackets donated by the
volunteers.

“It teaches us how to
be responsible with money
and how to communi-

cate with other members
and adult volunteers that
come out to help us,” said
Marisol Hernandez, pres-
ident, ARCYG. “We are
able to come out here and
have a little fun while learn-

ing these things.”
The money raised
during the sale will be used

to fund other activities for

the youth group and some
will be donated to charities.

“We could not have
done this without the help
of the volunteers and the
efforts made by the youth
group’s members,” Gold
said. “We are looking
forward to holding more
of these throughout the

2

2200/BELFTELD BLVD,,

ORCHIDS - WINE - FOOD - MUSIC

American Orchid Society FREE ADMISSION
Judged Orchid Show m

#® Orchid Care Classes
Chaparral Artist Art Show

Wine & Cheese Tasting
Jazz Music Food
@ Vendor Booths F
Non-Profit Info Booths Kx(?ﬁ

ALL PROCEEDS BENEFIT j Ae———
LOCAL NON PROFITS
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W
LIF 1A

UANDERS, CA

Saturday October 1st
10am - 5pm
Sunday October 2nd
10am - 3pm
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W Hot!Air Balloon tethered rides

For more info:

>4 sunsetrotary.org
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PACIFIC WESTERN BANK
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CPL. THOMAS MUDD
The American Red Cross Youth Group organizes baked goods during a yard and bake

sale at the Lincoln Military Housing Athletic Field aboard Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center Twentynine Palms, Calif., Sept. 17.

" IWENTYNINE PALMS 2016 October 20th - 23rd

PIONEER ARS

Celebrating Women

Pioneers: Tough as Nails!

Reach over 35,000 potential
customers with the must-have official
guide to the 2016 Pioneer Days
festivities!

RESERVE YOUR SPACE
TODAY!

SPECS AND DEADLINES:

Style: Tab

Distribution: Inserted in The Desert Trail, Observation
Post, and the Basin Wide Weekend Star Distributed at 29
Palms Chamber and at the event itself.

ADVERTISING DEADLINES:
Space Reservation: 10/3/16 4pm
Advertising Copy: 10/10/16 5pm
Camera-Ready Copy: 10/13/16 12pm

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
(760) 365-3315 or (760) 367-3577

People you know, news you can trust
www.hidesertstar.com « www.deserttrail.com

Call Your
Account Executive
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SGT. LAUREN FALK

A U.S. Sailor with the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit guides a U.S. Navy Landing Craft Air Cushioned (LCAC) with Assault Craft Unit 4 during a bilateral non-combatant
evacuation exercise at the U.S. Embassy, Muscat, Oman, Sept. 21. The non-combatant evacuation exercise is an opportunity for the United States and Oman to practice a
bilateral mission of quickly providing security and safety to U.S. and international citizens abroad during a natural disaster or contingency.

LANCE CPL. JESULA JEANLOUIS

Elizabeth Blanchford, an Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance employee and recent addition to the 3rd Marine
Expeditionary Brigade, participates in Modular Amphibious Egress Training - also known as the “Helo Dunker” - on
Camp Hansen, Okinawa, Japan, Sept. 21. The Helo Dunker is designed to teach survival techniques in the event a
helicopter lands in the water. Blanchford, originally from New Orleans, fills a key facilitation role for the MEB during
humanitarian aid and disaster relief scenarios. The mission of OFDA is to save lives, alleviate human suffering and
reduce the economic and social impact of disasters. Blanchford helps the MEB maximize unique military capabili-

ties which can directly assist in supporting OFDA’s mission in times of crisis.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley
(760) 365-7133
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
i jackoconway4@irishnation.com
9:00 a.m.

Skyview Chapel <
Church of God

Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 PM.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

THIS WEEK'S SPOTLIGHT CHURCH

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL
CHURCH

Sunday 10:00 A.M. -
Worship
Sunday School Child Care

PASTOR ALLAN MORROW
29 Palms
5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

This space available.
Call your advertising representative
today to place your services.

365-3315.
Hi-Desert Publishing Co.

We will be happy to help you set up
your ad so you can let the community
know when your services are held.

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care
PASTOR ALLAN MORROW
29 Palms - 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

Immanuel Prince of Peace
Lutheran Church

ng'% Sunday Service

Lg’% 10:30 am

1| s Wed. Bible Study
'“%MZ\D“ 6 pm

6450 Star Dune Ave, 29 Palms
760- 367-9269

Truth Tabernacle Apostolic Church
73493 29 Palms Hwy., Twentynine Palms

Pastor Titus R. Burns
Sunday Service 10:00 AM &
Wednesday Night Bible Study 7:00 PM
Call 760-367-4185 for more information

“Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of

Church of Christ

29 Palms
72309 Larrea Ave. « 760-367-9400
Sun. Worship 11am

Yucca Valley
7021 Airway Drive * 760-365-9215
Sun. Service 9:30 10:30 1:30

ﬁ St. Martin-In-The-Fields
@ EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday School & Eucharist ~ 10:00 am
Sunday Gospel Meditation ~ 9:00 am
Tues. 12 Step Church ~ 6:30 - 7:05 pm
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am

Vicar, Peggy Ventris

“Celebrating God's love for all God's Children”

72348 Larrea Road * www.stmartinschurch29.org
(760) 367-7133

www.ipoputheran.org sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” Acts 2:38 Wed. 6pm
s=se  UNIVERSAL CENTER for
“find hope in Jesus" SELF-ENLIGHTENMENT

firstsouthern

Baptist Church of Yucca Valley

Sun. 9:15 AM Life Group
Sun. 10:30 AM Worship
Wed. 6:30 PM Bible Study

56374 Onaga Trail in Yucca Valley
(760) 365-5771 www.fsbcyv.org

)§  and SELF-HFALING

o
“n, o . .
ey WS Where Jesus teachings come to life

Healing - Meditation - Prayer - Bible Study
Tuesday and Thursday from 7:00 to 9:00 PM.

2645 Rice Ave., Joshua Tree, CA. 92252
(760) 413-3518 www.universal-center.org

Founder and Director
Paolo Ficara

Spread the Word!
&< @ ——

Promote your services in our

JOIN US IN WORSHIP SECTION
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*

*Star/Trail/OP/Star

For more information
and to place your ad

(760) 365-3315
The Hi-Desert Star

Call

(760) 367-3577
The Desert Trail

SGT. JESSICA QUEZADA
A Humvee off-loads from a landing craft air cushion
hovercraft during a mechanized raid as part of Exercise
Valiant Shield at the Naval Base Guam Reserve Land-
ing Craft Beach, Sept. 20. In order to gain operationally
significant terrain Battalion Landing Team 2nd Battalion,
4th Marines, stormed the beach for follow on operations
as part of island seizure for the exercise.

CPL. SAMANTHA VILLARREAL
Three MV-22B Osprey tiltrotor aircraft with Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 262 (Reinforced), 31st
Marine Expeditionary Unit, idle atop the flight deck of
the USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) during Valiant
Shield 16 in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mari-
ana Islands, Sept. 20.

TOUGH MINDED
OPTIMISM

by Lou Gerhardt

When Grace, my wife of almost 40 years,
physically died in 1994 our dear friend Rabbi Bernard
Cohen officiated at her memorial services along with
Father Joseph Becker a Roman Catholic priest and
Burk Cree a Protestant minister. When Patty and I
were married in 1995 the same rabbi, priest, and
minister officiated.

I believe there is nothing more significant in
positive cultural development than people of different
philosophies respecting and loving one another.

It is my sincere belief that some day the spirit of
ecumenism will dominate the world and “nation will
not rise against nation and men will not make war
anymore.”

It almost goes without the need of comment that
you and I must be ferocious fighters against prejudice
in any form, however subtle.

Marcel Proust wrote, “The universe is true for all of
us and different for each of us.”

Perhaps that is the way it should be.

An ancient Hebrew prayer puts it very well:

“From the cowardice that shrinks from new truth,

From the laziness that is content with half-truths,

From the arrogance that thinks it knows all truth,

Oh, God of truth, deliver us.”

WE HAVE BEEN NOTIFIED THAT OUR
FRIEND BURK CREE HAS PHYSICALLY DIED.
OUR POSITIVE THOUGHTS ARE BEING SENT
TO HIS LOVING FAMILY.

This column sponsored by:

Steve Kanold and Lalo Alvarez
www.act-tours.com
www.lalovisions.com

760-367-4627
800-995-1620
res19mxc@verizon.net

Dr. Lou can be reached at
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THE INAUGURAL MCAGCC

GET ON YOUR

AND RIDE MONTH

DATES: REGISTER ONLINE:

OCTOBER | \ATIONALBIKECHALLENGE.ORG/WORKPLACE/10202

I- gl UNDER WORKPLACE SEARCH COMBAT CENTER
TEAMS ARE LIMITED TO 10 RIDERS TOP TEAMS AND RIDERS

MILES TRACKED VIA THE WEBSITE ‘ WILL BE RECOGNIZED

—— CONTACT: NREA EDDIE VALLS « 830.8480 * JOE.VALLS@USMC.MIL

Visit the official MCAGCC
facebook page at

facebOOk http://www.facebook.com/
thecombatcenter
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; , J (4 GOLF CLUB ar BLUE SKIE
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 _GIVEAWAY

G WINNERS 3200 FREFTRIBUTETO
"IN FREE PLAY JOHNNY CASH

NLEICINELN STARTSAT Bnm

Must be 6+ for all Shows.

ALL MILITARY « FIREFIGHTERS
& LAW ENFORCEMENT

12 oﬂg w0
okl doyf OV '

Suiddonf Skins - fpm

Field is growing! - Call for info
MUST BE 2% FOR SHELLY’S LOUNGE

LADIES NIGHT

50% OFF

WELL DRINKS
+KARAOKE+

E\I[HYW[I]NESI]AY

L PLUS °300
N FREE LAY DRAWINS

— FRIDAY NIGHT-

%lwépme

4:30- 5: 15
Tee Times per couple

Juctudes goly & dinwer fov tws!

Management reserves the right to alter or cancel a promotion at any time.  [ligell
Some restrictions may apply. See Club 29 for details. Must be I8+ to enter casino.

seRockCas| | 760-367- 9759
73829B I e Road, T e Palms, CA 92277

760-365-0033
55100 Martinez Trail « Yucca Valley
www.hawkslandinggolf.com

SLOT MACHINES TABLE GAMES OASISGRILLE SHELLY'SLOUNGE
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LANCE CPL. ERIC CLAYTON

Lance Cpl. Kenneth Martin, food service specialist, Headquarters Battalion, prepares banana cream pie as his dessert dish during the Chef of the Quarter competition at Phelps Mess
Hall aboard Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, Calif., Sept. 21. The competition is held every quarter and provides Marine and civilian chefs aboard the
installation an opportunity to showcase their cooking expertise.

STORY AND PHOTOS BY
CPL. MEDINA AYAILA-LO

Marine and civilian food ser-
vice specialists cooked up some
healthy competition during
the Sodexo government set-
vices-sponsored Chef of the
Quarter competition at Phelps
Mess Hall, Sept. 20 and 21.

“Today is a culmination of
efforts on both the Marine side
and the civilian side,” said John
Rocca, senior brand manager of
culinary, Sodexo. “This com-
petition encompasses both the
Marine and the civilian cooks in
this environment, which is unique
as far as food service goes because
there are a lot of restrictions.”

On the first day of the event,
which is held quartetly, four two-
chef teams completed a written
test and trivia. The groups were
assessed on their knowledge of
physical safety and the technical
aspects of cooking. Only the top
three teams advanced to the sec-
ond day to compete in the cook-
off, where they were expected to
whip up unique creations incor-
porating the ingredients given
to them.

“We give each team a mys-
tery basket containing ingre-
dients they must use,” Rocca
said. “They’re allowed to use
anything else in the kitchen, but
they have to incorporate what
we give them into their dish-
es so that they can cook with
things they’re not accustomed
to cooking with.”

On the second day, each
team presented an appetizer,
main course and dessert to
a panel of four judges. Each
team was judged on food qual-
ity and aesthetic and physical
appeal of their dishes, as well
as the team’s food safety in
the kitchen. This quarter, Cpl.

1}
.

LANCE CPL. ERIC CLAYTON

Judges critique a dish from one of three participating teams during the Chef of the Quarter competition at Phelps Mess Hall aboard Marine Corps
Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, Calif., Sept. 21. The competition is held every quarter and provides Marine and civilian chefs
aboard the installation an opportunity to showcase their cooking expertise.

Darius Hanson and Lance Cpl.
Kenneth Martin, food set-
vice specialists, Headquarters
Battalion, took first place with
both people’s choice and chef’s
choice.

“I feel very proud about
myself and my teammate’s suc-
cess,” Hanson said. “If you do
proper prior planning, the com-
petition is not as challenging.
For Marines and civilians every-
thing we’ve learned in the galley
comes to light when we do
events like this.”

LANCE CPL. ERIC CLAYTON

A civilian food service specialist with Sodexo prepares a dish during the
Chef of the Quarter competition at Phelps Mess Hall aboard Marine Corps
Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, Calif., Sept. 21. The
competition is held every quarter and provides Marine and civilian chefs
aboard the installation an opportunity to showcase their cooking expertise.

CPL. MEDINA AYALA-LO

Lance Cpl. Kenneth Martin and Cpl. Darius Henson, food service specialists, Headquarters Battalion, receive
certificates after winning people’s choice and chef’s choice during the Chef of the Quarter competition at
Phelps Mess Hall aboard Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, Calif., Sept. 21. The
competition is held every quarter and provides Marine and civilian chefs aboard the installation an opportunity
to showcase their cooking expertise.
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Combat Center Fvents

The Frontline Restaurant is scheduled to host
a Beach Blanket Bunco today at 6:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Ticket price includes a game-card, appetizers and
entry for an opportunity to win prizes. For more infor-
mation visit OSC29Palms.com.

Come down to Felix Field today for a Picnic in the
Park. The event is from 11 a.m. -1p.m. Bring your
children and a picnic lunch for an opportunity to meet
new families while your children explore and play. For
more information call 760-830-3380.

Hashmarks Staff Noncommissioned Officer Club
hosts Steak Night every Monday and Friday from 4:30
p.m. to 8 p.m. The event is open to all hands Monday
and SNCOs on Fridays. For more information, con-
tact 760-830-5035.

sunset Cinema

Friday, Sept. 23

4:30 p.m. — Kudo and The Two Strings, PG
7:00 p.m. — Ben-Hur, PG-13

9:40 p.m. — Mechanic: Resurrection, R
11:50 p.m. — Don’t Breathe, R

Saturday, Sept. 24

11:00 a.m. — Peter’s Dragon, PG
1:30 p.m. — Suicide Squad, PG-13
4:20 p.m. — Anthropoid, R

7:00 p.m. — War Dogs, R

9:30 p.m. — Sausage Party, R
11:40 p.m. — Hell or High Water, R

Sunday, Sept. 25

12:30 p.m. — Mechanic: Resurrection, R
2:50 p.m. — Kubo and The Two Strings, PG
5:00 p.m. — Suicide Squad (3-D), PG-13
7:30 p.m. — Don’t Breathe, R

Monday, Sept. 26
5:00 p.m. — Pete’s Dragon, PG
7:20 p.m. — Hell or High Water, R

Tuesday, Sept. 27
5:00 p.m. — Don’t Breathe, R
7:00 p.m. — Ben-Hur, PG-13

Wednesday, Sept. 28
5:00 p.m. — Kubo and The Two Strings (3-D), PG
7:20 p.m. — Mechanic Resurrection, R

Thursday, Sept. 29
5:00 p.m. - Pete’s Dragon (3-D), PG
7:30 p.m. — Anthropoid, R

Friday, Sept. 30

5:00 p.m. —Pete’s Dragon (3-D), PG
7:20 p.m. — War Dogs, R

9:50 p.m. — Sausage Party, R

11:50 p.m. — Mechanic: Resurrection, R

Brandin' Iron
COUNTRY NIGHT CLUB

#* Live Music

# Mechanical Bull

#* 800 Party People Till 3am
# 18 and over welcome

#* Full Dinner Menu

320fSouthigEsiStreetiSanyBernardino
www:brandinironsaloon'com

No Cover with Military I.D. Fri. & Sat Till 10pm

Liberty

8 Sy

Call

R\ i 7’ 3 !

Angreas Road

Hanks looks very much like the real-life pilot he’s portraying.

COURTESY PHOTO

‘Sully’ signals start of
serious fall movie season

NEIL POND

“Sully”

Starring Tom Hanks
and Aaron Eckbart

Directed by
Eastwood

PG-13

Clint

“Brace for impact.”

Those three words are
at the heart of this in-
spiring big-screen salute
to Chesley “Sully” Sullen-
berger, whose successful
emergency landing of crip-
pled US Airways Flight
1549 became known
around the world in 2009
as the “Miracle on the
Hudson.”

Sully makes the “im-
pact” announcement when
he realizes there’s no
way for his plane—with
two failed engines, both
destroyed by a massive
flock of Canadian geese—
to make a conventional
landing. The line is later
brought up, for much more
lighthearted effect, when
Sullenberger and his flight

Start Saving with a
Pacific Marine Auto Loan

1.47%""

-PLUS-

for 60 months

Available on new, used,
and refinanced vehicles.
Apply Online Today!

OPEN

60-months, payment will be $17.31 per $1,000.00 financed.

90-Days

*APR = Annual Percentage Rate. Rate and term based on credit worthiness of borrower and income verification. Rates, terms,
and conditions may vary depending on the loan to value and age of the vehicle. Other restrictions may apply. First payment
will be due within 90 days after date of funding. Interest will accrue from the date funds are disbursed. Rate subject to change
without notice. 1.47% APR available for 60-month term on auto model years 2013 or newer. Sample Payment: at 1.47% for

No Payment

i PACIFIC MARINE
CREDIT UNION

TO EVERYONE

Residing in San Diego, Riverside, and San Bernardino Counties

www.pmcu.com ¢ 800-736-4500

Federally [r=
insured
by NCUA

crew make a TV appear-
ance alongside late-night
host David Letterman.

But “Brace for impact”
also means for you, the
viewer, to hang on and get
ready to dig in: Summer
is over and a more serious
movie season has begun.
Based on Sullenberger’s
2009 best-selling memoir
Highest Duty, directed by
Clint Eastwood and with
Tom Hanks in the star-
ring role, Sully gives off
somber Oscar signals with
its theme of an ordinary,
matter-of-fact man simply
doing his job—until some-
thing extraordinary comes
along requiring him to rise
up to meet its unprecedent-
ed challenge.

“Everything is unprece-
dented,” Sully notes later,
“until it happens for the
first time.”

US Airways 1549 was
in the sky less than four
minutes, and Eastwood’s
film toggles back and forth
between the incident itself,
Sully’s nightmarish flash-

inema 6

Showtimes Effective

9/23/16 - 9/29/16

The Magnificent Seven
(PG13)
1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00

Blair Witch (R)
1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00

‘Bridget Jones’s Bahy’
R)
1:00 4:00 7:00 10:00
Storks (PG)
2D 1:00 7:00

3D 4:00 10:00
Starts next week

e Miss Peregrines Home

of Peculiar Children
e Deepwater Horizon

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinemabtheatre.com

backs, and the wrenching
post-event investigation by
the National Transporta-
tion Safety Board, which
drilled and grilled Sully
and co-pilot Jeff Skiles (an
excellent Aaron Eckhart)
on every detail. Was the
plane really too damaged
to fly? Did Sully do ev-
erything he could to get
back to the airport—any
airport—instead of risk-
ing lives unnecessarily by
landing on water? Pilots in
computerized flight simu-
lators, fed with data of the
incident, indicate that it
would have been possible
to bring the plane back to
LaGuardia, or into nearby
Newark, or Teterboro...

“They’re playing Pac-
Man!” an exasperated
Skiles counters. “[We were]
flying a plane full of hu-
man beings.”

As the investigation
drags on and Sully is
hauled before the “court”
for days and days, with his
career and reputation on
the line, the media feasts
on his amazing feat—a wa-
ter “crash” landing from
which all 155 passengers
and crew members were
safely evacuated. And the
Big Apple, in the finan-
cial dumps of the Great

Recession and still reeling
from the aftershocks of
9/11, anoints him a hero.
A bar names a drink—a
shot of Grey Goose with
a splash of water—in his
honor. Strangers give him
hugs and kisses.

“It’s been a while since
New York had news this
good,” one character tells
him, “especially with an
airplane in it.”

“I don’t feel like a hero,”
Sully says. “I'm just a man
who was doing his job.”

Hanks, his hair dyed
white, looks very much like
the real-life pilot he’s por-
traying, a career aviator
whose lifelong love of flight,
as we see, dates back to
boyhood and crop-dusting
biplanes. “Never forget,”
his first flight teacher tells
young Sully in a lesson
that certainly reverberat-
ed through the years, “no
matter what happens, fly
the airplane.”

Just a man doing his
job, a guy flying a plane,
a pilot controlling the
stick. Brace for impact,
Sully shows us just how
important that one “ordi-
nary” person can be, when
ordinary circumstances
sudden, unprecedentedly,
become extraordinary.
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CASUALTY
EXERCISE

Photos by Sgt. Donald Holbert

Top photo Aircraft Rescue Firefighters
with Marine Wing Support Squadron 373,
Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task
Force - Crisis Response - Central Command
and the 407th Air Expeditionary Group,
respond to a simulated mass casualty sce-
nario at an undisclosed location in Southwest
Asia, Aug. 29.

Middle left u.s. Navy Lt. Daniel
Neubauer, a flight surgeon with Marine
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron 363, Special
Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force

- Crisis Response - Central Command, pre-
pares an intravenous fluid bag during a mass
casualty exercise at an undisclosed location
in Southwest Asia, Aug,. 29.

Middle right u.s. Navy Hospital Corpsman
3rd Class Steven Lee with Shock Trauma
Platoon, Combat Logistics Battalion 5, Special
Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force - Crisis
Response - Central Command, provides med-
ical aid to a patient during a simulated mass
casualty scenario at an undisclosed location

in Southwest Asia, Aug. 29.

Bottom u.S. Sailors with Special Purpose
Marine Air-Ground Task Force - Crisis
Response - Central Command, and Airmen
with the 332nd Expeditionary Medical Group,
transload a simulated casualty into an
MV-22B Osprey with Marine Medium Tiltrotor
Squadron 363, SPMAGTF-CR-CC, during a
mass casualty exercise at an undisclosed
location in Southwest Asia, Aug. 29.
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