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Innovation in
ITX: 3/5 trains
to future

CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

Lance Cpl. Zackary W. Rippin, infantry assaultman, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, operates a Weaponized Multi-Utility Tactical Transport Vehicle (MUTT) during a company
assault on Range 400, Nov. 7, as part of Integrated Training Exercise 1-17.

STORY AND
PHOTOS BY
CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

Marines with 3rd
Battalion, 5th Marine
Regiment, based out of
Marine Corps Base Camp

Pendleton, Calif., are
putting their own spin
on Marine Corps Air
Ground Combat Center’s
Integrated
Training
Exercise. The 28-day exercise is currently the longest-lasting training evolu-

tion that occurs aboard the
installation and involves a
series of progressive livefire exercises that assess
the ability and adaptability
of a force of more than
3,500 Marines and sailors.
“Darkhorse,” alongside

1st Battalion, 2nd Marine
Regiment, based out of
MCB Camp Lejeune,
N.C., make up the ground
combat element of Special
Purpose Marine Air
Ground Task Force 4
during Integrated Training

Exercise 1-17, which began
Oct. 21, 2016.
As announced in
ALMAR 024/16 Sea
Dragon 2025, Commandant
of the Marine Corps, Gen.
Robert B. Neller, has designated 3/5 as the Marine

Corps’ experimental force.
According to the ALMAR,
the battalion is being
reconfigured, re-equipped,
and will receive additional training as it progresses
See ITX A6

Combat Center Marines celebrate 241st with uniform pageant
STORY BY CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ
PHOTOS BY LANCE CPL. ANABEL
ABREU-RODRIGUEZ
For 241 years Marines have served as the
nation’s force in readiness, always prepared to
defend our country and
Constitution from America’s adversaries. Over
the years, Marines have
donned many different
uniforms to meet the
needs of the time and to
remain ever-ready to answer the call of duty.
Combat Center Marines celebrated their
rich history and the Marine Corps’ 241st birthday with the annual Marine Corps Birthday Uniform Pageant at Lance
Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field,
Nov. 10, 2016. The Combat Center Color Guard
carried the colors as the

national anthem, Marines’ Hymn and Anchors
Aweigh played in honor
of the birthday.
During the event, Marines dressed in uniforms
from different time periods, dating as far back
as 1775, and took turns
speaking lines detailing
the history and battles
that their garb associated with. Navy Corpsmen
also received recognition
for their years of service alongside Marines
throughout history.
“What makes us different as U.S. Marines
is our legacy and true
understanding of our
history in every single
See Celebrate A6
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LANCE CPL. ANABEL ABREU-RODRIGUE

Brig. Gen. William F. Mullen III, Combat Center Commanding General, cuts the Marine Corps Birthday Cake during the Marine
Corps Birthday Uniform Pageant at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Thursday. The pageant celebrates 241 years of Marine
Corps history and traditions.

[

Marine Corps’ Top Shot
Every week, thousands of fans cast their votes for the best
photograph posted on the Corps’ Facebook page. This week’s
top shot comes from Photo by Lance Cpl. Sarah N. Petrock.

]

Marines with Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, conduct a company attack range in Twentynine
Palms, Calif., Oct. 21. Bravo Company is participating in Integrated Training Exercise (ITX) 1-17 and preparing to
support Special Purpose Marine Air-Ground Task Force.
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Marines with Bravo Company, 1st Battalion, 2nd Marine Regiment, conduct a company attack range in Twentynine
Palms, Calif., Oct. 21. Bravo Company is participating in Integrated Training Exercise (ITX) 1-17 and preparing to
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7th MAB musters for battle during live fire exercise here
The 7th Marine Amphibious
Brigade, headquartered here, is
preparing to conduct a major
exercise in which some 4,100
Marines will use live firepower
to attack a simulated enemy.
The climax of the exercise
will occur here, Nov. 13-15,
in a coordinated live-fire air
and ground assault as part of a
hypothetical desert campaign.
Marines and equipment
from Camp Pendleton and the
Marine Corps Air Station, El
Toro, Calif., have joined units
currently based here to participate in the Combined Arms
Exercise. (CAX)

The 7th Marine Amphibious
Brigade (MAB) is a task force
organized for mechanized
operations in a desert environment. It was formed in 1980
in conjunction with the maritime prepositioning program in
order to improve U.S. capability
to rapidly project military power
throughout the world.
The exercise presupposes that the MAB has landed
married up with its equipment
which was prepositioned at sea,
and moved inland to meet the
enemy. Its mission is to interdict
enemy supply lines between the
mythical countries of Bagdad

and Lavic, actually part of the
932 square-mile Combat Center.
Designed MAB CAX 1-85,
the exercise is part of an ongoing program to improve the
brigade’s ability to accomplish
its potential mission through
realistic training and evaluation.
The commanding general
of the 7th MAB is Brigadier
General William R. Etnyre. The
53-year-old, one star general is a
native of Kansas City, Mo. He
assumed his current assignment
July 1983.
The units from Camp
Pendleton participating in the
exercise include 1st Battalion,

CROSSWORD

7th Marines, and infantry unit;
and 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines,
an artillery unit. Detachments
of several supporting units from
Camp Pendleton are also participating.
The infantry and artillery
units from Camp Pendleton
have joined Regimental Landing
Team-27, the 7th MAB’s
Ground Combat Element,
commanded by Colonel
Michael P. Downs. Most of the
supporting units from Camp
Pendleton have joined Brigade
Service Support Group-7, the
7th MAB’s Combat Service
Support Element (logistics),

commanded by Colonel John
F. Shea.
The 7th MAB’s Air Combat
Element, Marine Aircraft
Group-70, is commanded by
Colonel Christopher F. Defries.
The group’s aircraft, mostly from El Toro and Tustin
include several types of helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft.
Detachments from several El
Toro support squadrons are
also participating.
Most of the units not permanently based at the Combat
Center arrived here Oct. 21.
They will return to their home
bases before Nov. 27.
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ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance
prohibits service members from patronizing
the following locations. This order applies to
all military personnel.
Off Limit Establishments as of Oct 25, 2016

• Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Road,
Twentynine Palms
• STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Road,
Twentynine Palms
• Puff’s Tobacco, 57063 29 Palms Highway,
Yucca Valley
• Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms
Highway, Yucca Valley
• NYPD Pizza, 260-262 North Palm Canyon
Drive, Palm Springs
• Sam’s Smoke Shop, 16520 West Main Street,
Barstow
• Teazer’s Bar & Grill Nightclub, 14269
Seventh Street, Victorville
• Angelo’s Kars, 222 & 226 S. Coast

Highway, Oceanside
• Denny’s Parking Lot, 692 E Street, Chula
Vista
• Burger King & McDonald’s, 28th Street
(parking lots), San Diego
• Club Mustang, 2200 University Avenue, San
Diego
• Club San Diego, 3955 4th Avenue, San
Diego
• Get It On Shoppe, San Diego
• Main Street Motel, 3494 Main Street, San
Diego
• Trolley Stations, Palomar Street & San
Ysidro, San Diego
• Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar Street, San
Diego
• Dream Crystal, 1536 Highland Avenue,
National City
• Sports Auto Sales, 1111 National City
Boulevard, National City
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WHAT I’VE LEARNED

Cody

POST

Union, Miss. Corporal, machine gunner, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment

>I grew up in the outskirts
of St. Louis in a town called
Union. Living out in the middle of
nowhere was simple. I spent my
time playing sports and hunting
and hiking out in the woods.
>I love football because of
the physical contact. In high school
I played tackle on offense and linebacker on defense. I like the competiveness and the brotherhood
that comes along with it. Making
a play and celebrating with your
teammates is motivating. One of
my friends from the team joined
the Marine Corps as well and we
still keep in contact.
>My Marlin 30-06 rifle is my
go-to hunting firearm. I also own
a variety of pistols, shotguns,
and semi-automatic rifles. I enjoy
hunting anything that’s in season,
usually turkey or deer. If it’s big, I
want to hunt it.
>My goal is to travel to hunt
grizzly bear, Moose, elk or caribou.
I’ll eventually go on a safari to take
down a Jaguar or a Lion. When I
hunt, every part of the animal is
eaten or used, there’s nothing that
goes to waste.
>My uncle taught me a lot of
fundamentals and the Marine
Corps helped expand my shooting
knowledge. My favorite guns to
play with are the M240 and the .50
caliber [Browning M2].
>Being a gunner is the best
job in the Marine Corps. My job is
to rein hell on whatever that target
is. When you do it all the time, you
get really good.
>I come from a military
family. My great grandpa was a
pilot during World War II and my
grandfather was a tank mechan-

ic during the Vietnam War. My
father was a mortarman in the
Marine Corps and my cousin is an
anti-tank missleman.
>As a citizen, I felt it was my
duty to join. I just wanted to do
my part and answer the call.
>I have a lot of pride being
in 1/7 because of our history and
great traditions. Some of our legends include Chesty Puller, Johnny
B. [Basilone], and Chaos [Gen.
Mattis].
>The everyday training we
get is the best in the Marine
Corps- it’s world class. There are

Post is transitioning to becoming
a diesel mechanic after his fiveyear Marine Corps career. He
enjoys the outdoors, hunting,
and off-roading, and plans to
settle down in Missouri.

some great training areas here.
>Getting to train with foreign military was one of the
highlights of my career. I’ve been
to Jordan twice, and the embassy
in Baghdad. I made some good
friends, and it was pretty cool getting to teach other people my job.
Patience is vital when you’re communicating through translators. It
was rewarding to see other service
members improve their gunnery.
>It’s important to have a
good relationship with other
countries because we get to see
and learn from each other first

hand. It builds strength and prepares us if we have to work together in the future.
>I’m going to miss jumping
out of helicopters. I’ll never get a
chance to do that again.
>I’m ready for the transition
because the Corps has taught
me how to be patient and helped
develop my leadership style.
>My girlfriend and I want
to settle down in Missouri and
get some off-roading toys. I’m a
simple guy. I just want to travel
the world and live the American
dream.

Interviewed and photographed by Cpl. Connor Hancock
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STAFF SGT. WALTER F. KLEINE

CPL. PETER MCDONALD

A Marine part of 1st Marine Division draws a bead on a Japanese sniper A column of Marines and armor of the 1st Marine Division move through communist Chinese lines
with his tommy-gun as his companion ducks for cover in Okinawa, Japan during their successful breakout from the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea. The Marines were be1945. The division worked to take Wana Ridge before the town of Shuri. sieged when the Chinese entered the Korean War Nov. 27, 1950.

Celebrating our heritage

STORY BY
CPL. MEDINA AYALA-LO

The Marine Corps was born
on November 10, 1775 in Tun
Tavern, a small Philadelphia pub.
On that day, the Continental
Marines were established with
the intended purpose of being
able to fight for independence on
land and at sea. Over the years the
Marine Corps has evolved into
a force capable of defending its
people and providing humanitarian aid to the nation and its allies
from air, land and sea, all while
maintaining itself as a force in
readiness.
“Being a Marine is something
I take pride in, and that is instilled
in us from day one,” said Sgt. Maj.
Abel Leal, former Headquarters
Battalion Sergeant Major. “We
are warfighters and the way we
operate is very unlike the other
branches. I’d like to think every
Marine has some of our values
instilled in them.”
Since the Marine Corps’
inception it has been known as
the nation’s force in readiness.
Marines are recognized by the
way they train, the customs they
uphold, and the morals that are
instilled in them. Although the
organization continues to grow,
many of the customs have
remained the same. The Marine
Corps’ birthday is one of the

LANCE CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

2nd Lt. Margo Smutnick, adjutant, Headquarters Battalion, reads
the 13th Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. John A. Lejeune’s,
birthday message at the Headquarters Battalion Marine Corps Birthday Ball at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas, Nov. 21, 2015.

many traditions that Marines take
great pride in celebrating annually.
“The ball is a tradition that we
celebrate every year,” Leal said.
“I bring a family member to the
birthday ball because they don’t
understand it in the same way
[Marines] do. But when they see
all the ceremonial events in it;
the moment of silence for our
fallen brothers, the reading of
Gen. John A. Lejeune’s birthday
message and the passing of the
cake from the oldest Marine to
the youngest, they get to share in

the pride that we feel.”
Although tradition is something Marines hold dear, there
was a time when the birthday
wasn’t always widely celebrated. In 1921, Maj. Gen. John A.
Lejeune declared November 10,
an official Marine Corps holiday.
Since then, whether it was a small
celebration between fellow comrades while deployed or a grand
affair while in garrison, Marines
have taken the time to honor the
Corps’ illustrious history.
“I love the Marine Corps
Birthday,” said Sgt. Maj. Ray

CPL. H. H. CLEMENTS

Marine Pfc. Douglas Lightheart (right) cradles his 30-cal. machine
gun in his lap, alongside Pfc. Gerald Churchby on Peleliu Island,
September 14, 1944.

Wilburn (ret.), veteran of World
War II, Korea and Vietnam. “It
doesn’t matter where you are or
how many Marines you’re with.
Two Marines can celebrate it with
a cup of water while deployed
and it will still have the same
meaning.”
The Marine Corps Ball has
been regarded as a time-honored
tradition that celebrates the birth
of the Corps. It is a night that provides Marines from all generations
with a chance to come together,
recognize the sacrifices made by
those who came before them, and
celebrate a proud heritage.

“It’s nice to celebrate the
birthday in fancy venues, but
we shouldn’t get wrapped up
in that,” Leal said. “We should
focus on celebrating our birthday for the heritage and tradition that comes with it.”
The birthday is a day that
does more than celebrate a
beginning. For Marines it signifies much more. The birthday
stands for a day when those
from all generations, who swore
an oath to protect and serve,
can join as one to share in the
pride of being a United States
Marine.
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Combat Center welcomes Boy Scouts of America
Photos by Cpl. Medina Ayala-Lo

Gunnery Sgt. Kenneth R. Ellis III, company gunnery
sergeant, 4th Marine Regiment, answers questions
for Boy Scouts of Troop 377 at Camp Wilson, Nov. 5,
during the Boy Scout Camp Out for local Boy Scouts
of America troops.

Noah Allen, Boy Scout, Troop 377, fires a M249 Squad Automatic Weapon at the Indoor Simulated Marksmanship Trainer,
Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp Out for local Boy Scouts of America troops.

Master Sgt. Todd McKeown, staff non-commissioned
officer, Installation Personnel Administration Center,
demonstrates the proper way to hold the M16A4
Assault Rifle at the Indoor Simulated Marksmanship
Trainer, Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp Out for
local Boy Scouts of America troops.

Jordan Foley, Boy Scout, Troop 377, fires a M249 Squad
Automatic Weapon at the Convoy Combat Simulator,
Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp Out for local Boy
Scouts of America troops.

Scouts retire the colors at Camp Wilson, Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp Out for local Boy Scouts of America troops.

Local Boy Scouts of America troops take a photo outside
a roll-over simulator, Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp
Out for local Boy Scouts of America troops.

TOUGH MINDED
OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

REPEATED FOR EMPHASIS

More than 20 veterans in this great nation
commit suicide every day. And the number is
increasing, especially among female veterans
(35 and younger). The LA Times describes it as
a harrowing statistic.
Anyway, be that as it is, my work to help
others goes on.
I want you to know that I am as totally
dedicated as ever to finding homes for the
homeless, food for the hungry, and dedicating
my efforts and resources to alleviating the
stressful conditions endured daily by so many of
my community. (Our rates of unemployment,
the number of people living below the poverty
level, and the increasing number of homeless
people in Eastern San Bernardino demands our
best efforts to make a positive difference.)
Many of you have helped me in the past and I
continue to request your support. We are
limited only by the amount of support we
receive.
I have no pride in this regard—I’ll do about
anything for my projects. I know times are
tough. Help if you can. If you can’t, I
understand. No gift is too small—or too large
for that matter. Checks should be made out to
Dr. Louis Gerhardt. Thank you.

AND
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ITX From A1

CPL. SAMANTHA BRAUN

CPL. SAMANTHA BRAUN

A Marine with India Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, runs during a training Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Robert B. Neller, right, speaks with Col. Jay
exercise at Range 400, Nov. 7.
Bargeron, director of Tactical Training Exercise Control Group, at Range 400, Nov. 7.

through its preparation for
deployment, which places
a unique twist on this iteration of ITX.
“Overall, what we are
trying to do is inform
the future organization and equipping of
the GCE, specifically
the rifle battalion,” said
Lt. Col. Donald Wright,
field testing branch head,
Marine Corps Warfighting
Laboratory. “What’s different about this ITX is
that [3/5 is] organized a
little bit differently, and
they’re using some emerging technology.”

Traditionally, the Marine
Corps rifle squad is composed of 12 Marines and a

“

“War is both
timeless and
ever
changing. While the basic
nature of war is
constant, the means
and methods we use
evolve continuously.”
~ Excerpt from U.S. Marine
Corps Warfighting Manual

squad leader. According to
Wright, Darkhorse’s rifle
companies are putting new

standards to the test with
one company experimenting with 10-Marine squads
and another with 14, while
the remaining company
serves as the controlling
factor with the original
configuration. Tactical
Training Exercise Control
Group’s Coyotes, the
Combat Center’s exercise
controllers, are responsible
for evaluating and providing feedback on each company’s performance.
Emerging technology
plays a large role in this
ITX, with rifle squads
having hands-on experi-

mental vehicles as well as
unmanned aerial surveillance and ground robotics systems. Marines are
using one such vehicle,
the Multi-Utility Tactical
Transport, or MUTT,
for both enhanced logistics capabilities, in transporting ammo and other
supplies, and in a weaponized variant, with
mounted heavy weapon
systems.
“The Marines are adapting very well,” Wright said.
“Some of the technology
they just received when
they got out here, so they

are not fully trained on
it but it’s very obvious
they have the right attitude. 3/5 is doing everything they can to integrate
this technology because
they believe in it and they
believe it will enhance their
operability.”
Wright described these
experiments as an ongoing effort “to increase the
infantry battalion’s competitive advantage.” Sea
Dragon 2025 highlights a
three-phase process consisting of exploration,
refinement and validation
prior to establishment of

new Marine Corps-wide
doctrine. This enables 3/5
to serve as the catalyst in
testing emerging concepts
and weeding them down
to only the most practical
applications in future warfighting.
“It’s an ever-evolving
process because the situation out there is very fluid,”
Wright said. “What we are
trying to do is inform the
future organization and
equipment of the GCE
which in turn will drive
the future organization
and equipment of the
MAGTF.”

Celebrate From A1

LANCE CPL. ANABEL ABREU-RODRIGUE

Brig. Gen. William F. Mullen III, Combat Center Commanding General, calls forth the Marine Corps Birthday Cake during
the Marine Corps Birthday Uniform Pageant at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Thursday.

LANCE CPL. ANABEL ABREU-RODRIGUE

Pfc. Oseas Osio III, artillery technician, Exercise Support
Division, stands dressed in the uniform from the War of
1812 at the Marine Corps Birthday Uniform Pageant at
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Thursday.

Marine from the youngest
private to oldest general,”
said Sgt. Maj. Avery Crespin, battalion sergeant
major, Headquarters Battalion. “That’s what these
uniforms represent.”
At the conclusion of
the event, Brig. Gen. William F. Mullen III, Com-

bat Center Commanding
General, performed the
traditional cake-cutting
ceremony wherein the oldest and youngest Marines
each received pieces of
birthday cake.
While the ceremony displayed how the Marines’
wardrobe has changed

JOIN US IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN
The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

This Week’s Spotlight Church

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley
(760) 365-7133
jackoconway4@irishnation.com

Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month
9:00 a.m.

Skyview Chapel
Church of God

Iglecia Cristiana les invita a sus
cervicios en espanol.
Domingos A las 10:40 am
Miercoles 7 de la noche.
Para mas imformacion Pastor Elios
760-974-6962

Sun. 9:15 AM Life Group
Sun. 10:30 AM Worship
Wed. 6:30 PM Bible Study

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

56374 Onaga Trail
in Yucca Valley
(760) 365-5771
www.fsbcyv.org

Worship Service

Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree

Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care

PASTOR ALLAN MORROW

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive

760-361-0086

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

Church of Christ
29 Palms

Sunday Service
10:30 am
Wed. Bible Study
6 pm

72309 Larrea Ave. • 760-367-9400
Sun. Worship 11am

Yucca Valley

6450 Star Dune Ave, 29 Palms
760- 367-9269
www.ipoputheran.org

7021 Airway Drive • 760-365-9215
Sun. Service 9:30 10:30 1:30
Wed. 6pm

St. Martin-In-The-Fields

Traditional in Form, Spiritual at Heart,
Relevant in the Community

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am
Sunday Gospel Meditation
9:00 am
Tues. 12 Step Church 6:30 - 7:05 pm
Weds. Morning Prayer
7:30 am

Vicar, Peggy Ventris
“Celebrating God‛s love for all God‛s Children”
72348 Larrea Road • www.stmartinschurch29.org

Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
Sun. 9:15 AM Life Group
Sun. 10:30 AM Worship
Wed. 6:30 PM Bible Study

(760) 367-7133

Pastor Wayne Morrow
Sunday School & Worship 10 am
Wednesday Bible Study 4 pm
760-365-6331 • www.deserthillspc.org
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley

Spread the Word!

For more information
and to place your ad

Promote your services in our

Call



Join Us in Worship Section
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*
*Star/Trail/OP/Star

(760) 365-3315
The Hi-Desert Star

(760) 367-3577
The Desert Trail

many times over the years,
it reaffirms that the ‘Esprit de Corps’ that defines
the Marine Corps as the
nation’s most effective
fighting force remains the
same.
“It’s an honor to be able
to represent those who
have served before us,”

said Pfc. Oseas Osio III, artillery technician, Exercise
Support Division, dressed
in a uniform from the War
of 1812. “It’s important
that we take time on the
Marine Corps’ birthday to
honor our past uniforms
and those who have served
in them.”

Try a little

TENDERNESS

®

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
2 Boneless Chicken Breasts (.5 lb. pkg.)
2 (4.5 oz.) Stuffed Sole with
Scallops and Crabmeat
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
12 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

46191MTR | Reg. $200.90

Now Only

4999

$

PLUS, 4 Burgers

FREE!

Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must
ship with #46191. Standard S&H
will be added. Expires 11/30/16.
©2016 OCG | 606B120
Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Call 1-800-938-0434 and ask for 46191MTR
www.OmahaSteaks.com/fire90

OBSERVATION POST

NOVEMBER 11, 2016 A7

Combat Center runs
for CFC awareness

PHOTOS

Justin Dunning, son of Lt. Col. Peter Dunning, field artillery officer, Marine Air Ground Task Force Training
Command, takes the lead during the Combined Federal Campaign Awareness 5k at the Desert Winds Golf
Course Nov. 4. According to OPM.gov, the mission of the CFC is to promote and support philanthropy through
a program that is employee focused, cost-efficient, and effective in providing all federal employees the opportunity to improve the quality of life for all.

Sgt. Damion Dugger, postal clerk, Headquarters Battalion, explains the Combined Federal Campaign
during a 5k run at the Desert Winds Golf Course Nov. 4.

BY

CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

A Marine runs in the Combined Federal Campaign Awareness 5k at the Desert Winds Golf Course Nov. 4.

Marines participate in the Combined Federal Campaign Awareness
5k at the Desert Winds Golf Course Nov. 4.

“AMU HELPED
ME REACH
HIGHER”
AMU ALUM AND VETERAN WES O’DONNELL (MBA 2011)

Veteran, author, and entrepreneur Wes O’Donnell gained the right tools and confidence from AMU to publish
a book, start a healthcare solutions company, and launch a successful digital media group. Join the #1
provider of education to the Armed Forces* and gain knowledge that’s relevant to what you do today and
what you want to do tomorrow. Reach higher at www.AMUonline.com/OBSERVATION
*As reported by Military Times, July/August 2015
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Please do your part and support America Recycles Day on November 15th. By placing the below items
into your designated recycling bin or recycling dumpster for pickup.
What Can Be Recycled at MCAGCC
NO. 1 PLASTICS
PREP: quick rinse - no lids
CRV Plastic (soda/water bottles)
NO. 2 PLASTICS
PREP: quick rinse - no lids
milk/water jugs, juice bottles
ALUMINUM & STEEL CANS
PREP: empty and rinse out food and beverage residue

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH

PAPER & CARDBOARD PRODUCTS
Copy paper, white ledger paper, shredded paper, newspaper,
magazines and cardboard
GLASS CLEAR/BROWN/GREEN
PREP: empty and rinse out food and beverage residue
Natural Resources Environmental Affairs thanks you for doing
your part and supporting America Recycles Day!
For more information please contact Base Recycling at
760.830.5666 or visit www.green29.org.

TOMORROW,

STO RAG E
State of the Art Security
Control with Full Time
Resident Managers,
Household Storage,
RV, Boat & Auto

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12

TH

• Ground Level Units • Controlled Gate Access
• Large Moving Truck Friendly • Month-to-Month Rentals

WIN YOUR SHARE OF

760

367-2510

10,000

$

5020 Adobe Rd • 29 Palms

at

IN CASH & FREE PLAY

WATCH IT LIVE HERE! • 7pm

DRAWINGS EVERY 30 MINUTES

BEGINNING AT 5pm

FIGHT CARD SUBJECT TO CHANGE

EARN ENTRIES NOW – NOVEMBER 26TH

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11

ALL MILITARY

Play
12 or 18
all day for

CELEBRATE 11am - 4pm
TH

turday
a
S
y
r
Eve Appreciation Day

25

FIREFIGHTERS & LAW ENFORCEMENT

TODAY

VETERANS DAY
& TREATY DAY

SPECIAL MILITARY
PRICING ON ALL
UNITS!

FREE

$

00

Includes
Cart

(Changed from Sundays)

Sunday Skins - 1pm

Field is growing! - Call for info

HAMBURGER & FRIES
FOR ACTIVE & RETIRED MILITARY*

Early Bird Special

*MUST PRESENT VALID MILITARY I.D.

– BEFORE 9AM –

Mon - Fri

www.TortoiseRockCasino.com | 760-367-9759

73829 Baseline Road, Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

SLOT MACHINES

Management reserves the right to alter or cancel a promotion at any time.
Some restrictions may apply. See Club 29 for details. Must be 18+ to enter casino.

FIGHT CARD SUBJECT TO CHANGE

TABLE GAMES

OASIS GRILLE

SHELLY’S LOUNGE

All Paid Golfers Get
A Free Bucket of Balls
760-365-0033

55100 Martinez Trail • Yucca Valley
www.hawkslandinggolf.com
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FROM PITTSBURGH TO PERMIT

Sidney B. Jones, Pittsburgh, Pa., native, sits at his home in Twentynine Palms, Calif., Nov. 1. At the age of 96, the retired chief petty officer’s career with the U.S. Navy
spanned 38 years and two major wars.

Sailor reflects on long career, life
STORY AND PHOTO BY
CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

F

lames flickered
across the surface
of the frigid waters
as plumes of smoke
climbed upward,
bleeding seamlessly into the
night sky. A lone swimmer,
heaving line in tow, made his
way toward a stranded man
through the wreckage of the
Soviet oceanographic vessel.
Raising himself onto the flotsam, the U.S. sailor assured the
wounded Russian, and they
began their arduous swim back
to the USS Permit.
According to Sidney B.
Jones, our narrative’s fearless
swimmer, this story was never
meant to be told, having been
declassified in the 1970s. Now
96 years old, the retired chief
petty officer’s career with the
U.S. Navy spanned 38 years and
two major wars.
“My grandfather came across
from Wales in 1881,” Jones said
as he reminisced about his life
during an interview at his home
in Twentynine Palms, Calif.
“He settled in Pennsylvania and
joined the reserves; that was
the beginning of this Jones-clan
fighting wars.”
Jones’ father, “Casey” Jones,
served in the U.S. Army during
the Spanish-American War.
More than 28 years later, when
Jones was 6 years old, his father,
then working as a Pennsylvania
Railroad conductor, died after
being hit by unscheduled freight
train on the day Jones’ older
brother turned 14.
“My mother got a little bit
of a pittance of three and a
half dollars a month for his
service when he died,” Jones
said. “Growing up, I had a
paper route for five years to
help my mother get by. Back
then, there were no school
buses. If it was six miles away
you walked; that was OK, we

“

I just wanted to get in the war and
do my part. If we are going to fight
a war, I wanted to get on something
that was going to fight it.

didn’t know any different.”
Jones attended Connelley
Vocation High School, where
he studied mechanical drawing.
There, he felt captivated by the
pool and became a Pittsburgh
champion swimmer and diver,
claiming that he “just couldn’t
stay out of the water.” It was
during his high school years that
he was introduced to the rigors
of military life.
“My first experience with
anything military was before
the war,” Jones said. “Franklin
Delano Roosevelt decided he
would have volunteers from my
high school attend a military
boot camp called the Citizens
Military Training Corps.”
The training camps were
held to train additional potential
Army reserve officers and upon
four years of attendance, citizens
were commissioned as second
lieutenants. According to Jones,
he learned many valuable skills
such as how to fire a rifle and to
be a marksman.
“It was there that I decided
if I joined the military, I was
going to go into the Navy,” he
said.
In 1939, the USS Squalus,
a Sargo-class submarine, sank
during a test dive due to a
mechanical failure. Lt. Cmdr.
Charles B. “Swede” Momsen,
a salvage and rescue expert,
led rescue operations of the
remaining crew trapped within
the ship. Upon hearing this
news, 19-year-old Jones felt
inspired to enlist and soon
found himself aboard the USS
New York, a New York-class
battleship utilizing a five-turret

layout and coal for fuel.
“When we went aboard
they lined us up. The taller
guys and heavier guys were
chosen to go into the engine
room,” Jones recalled. “I had
last choice and I ended up in
the 7th Division as a gunner’s
mate. Next thing I knew, I was
with a motor boat crew, tight
roping a boom in the black of
night.”
In anticipation of World
War II, Jones put in a request
to attend submarine school.
His request was approved and
found himself mulling through
blueprints, memorizing every
part and system of the USS
Permit, a Porpoise-class submarine.
“I was just transferred to
the USS Permit after she just
came back from being beat up
by the Japanese after they hit
Pearl [Harbor],” Jones said.
“I just wanted to get in the
war and do my part. If we are
going to fight a war, I wanted
to get on something that was
going to fight it.”
With his experience as
a gunner’s mate, Jones was
used to working with ordnance. Every sailor aboard
the submarine held important responsibilities and was
required to learn each station,
regardless of rate. Jones began
as a helmsman and lookout
while at battle stations where
he discovered his sensitivity
to the movement of the ship
as well as an ability to “feel
the submarine move before it
moved.” The captain noticed
as well, quickly assigning

him to manning the bow
planes, control surfaces that
allowed the vessel to pitch its
stern up and down. This put
the responsibility of keeping
the ship leveled off at the
appropriate depth in the gunner’s mate’s hands.
“When firing a torpedo
and the torpedo leaves, that’s
a heavy, heavy thing, so you
put full dive on the planes
and immediately start pulling
full rise to level it off,” Jones
said. “The captain would say,
‘I want no more than one and
a half foot,’ and that’s what
he got. He didn’t want to lose
the scope by going under, so
he could fire; one, two, three,
four and get them over with.”
Life on a submarine certainly wasn’t smooth sailing, Jones
explained. The Permit would
go on patrols that could last
anywhere from 30 to 60 days
and would travel primarily
submerged with the exception
of nights; for submariners,
these nights became their days.
Jones recalls the uncertainty
and silence of one instance in
which the Permit had difficulty
eluding three destroyers.
“We would get depth
charged to the world’s end;
it’s nerve-wracking and very
quiet,” Jones said. “You could
take your shoes off and walk
around in your stockings as to
not make any noise. We would
often be down there for a few
days before we were able to
sneak out of it.”
In 1944 as WWII began to
wind down, Jones left the Navy
and made his way back from

California to Pennsylvania by
railroad. Reluctant to cut ties,
he joined the Navy reserves
and traveled to a naval yard
in New Jersey and enrolled
in a program for men getting
out after the end of the war,
where he applied for a job
removing asbestos from pipes.
Eventually, Jones transferred
to Long Island, New York,
to work as a plumber. As the
Vietnam conflict escalated, he
was recalled to active duty as a
Navy recruiter.
“When Vietnam started,
someone broke into the offices at the recruiter stations and
threw blood on all the files,”
Jones said. “So, [the Navy] was
looking for volunteers to go
active duty recruiting, and I
did. They interviewed me, sent
me to school, and gave me a
quota of five a month.”
Jones went on to spend
12 years recruiting earning
numerous awards for service,
including multiple years of
Top Recruiter in New York.
“I’d fall asleep sometimes
driving home at night,” Jones
said. “It was a tough job but I
always made my quota; I knew
I was doing something for my
Navy.”
Jones retired from the Navy
in his 60s. After many years
of faithful service, including
an extension past age 60 that
required the approval of an
admiral, it was time for Jones
to focus on serving his family.
Jones has seven daughters, 10
grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren, and currently lives
in Twentynine Palms, Calif.
Despite his many achievements, the old gunner’s mate
remains humble.
“I’m no hero,” Jones said.
“I have a lot of memories,
not all of them good. When
we’d surface at night for a
look around or when my
recruits would graduate; those
moments stick with you.”
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Liberty Call

Combat Center Events
Come to the musical performance of the Grinch from the
Creating Arts Studio (CAC) Dec. 3, from 5:00 – 8:30 PM
with a meet and greet immediately following with the great
cast. There will also be a final reveal of the Motor Mania
Contest Winner. For questions, please call (760) 830-5086.

Sunset Cinema
Friday Nov. 11
12:00 p.m. - Lone Survivor (NDVD - Free Admission), R
2:20 p.m. - American Sniper (NDVD - Free Admission), R
4:50 p.m. - 13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi
(NDVD - Free Admission), R
Saturday Nov. 12
10:00 a.m. -The Nut Job (NDVD - Free Admission), PG
12:00 p.m. – Storks, PG
2:00 p.m. - Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children,
PG-13
4:40 p.m. - Deepwater Horizon, PG-13
7:00 p.m. - The Magnificent Seven, PG-13
9:50 p.m. – Masterminds, PG-13
11:50 p.m. - The Girl on The Train, R
Sunday Nov. 13
12:30 p.m. - The Girl on The Train, R
3:00 p.m. - Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life, PG
5:00 p.m. - Kevin Hart: What Now, R
7:00 p.m. - The Accountant, R
Monday Nov. 14
6:30 p.m. - The Birth of a Nation, R
Tuesday Nov. 15
6:30 p.m. - The Accountant, R
Wednesday Nov. 16
5:00 p.m. – Masterminds, PG
7:00 p.m. - The Girl on The Train, R
Thursday Nov. 17
5:00 p.m. – Storks, PG
7:00 p.m. – The Magnificent Seven, PG-13

Relax with the paper
Thursdays and Saturdays
with the Hi-Desert Star
Thursdays with
The Desert Trail
Fridays with
The Observation Post

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your community newspapers working to serve you better

JAY MAIDMENT PHOTO

Meet some of the very special “Peculiars” - Left to right: Olive (Lauren McCrostie), Bronwyn (Pixie Davies), Millard
(Cameron King), the twins (Thomas and Joseph Odwell) and Emma (Ella Purnell). Photo Credit: Jay Maidment.

Tim Burton makes misfits feel welcome in
‘Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children’
NEIL POND

“Miss Peregrine’s Home
For Peculiar Children”
Starring Asa Butterfield,
Eva Green, Ella Purnell
and Samuel L. Jackson
Directed by Tim Burton
PG-13
The teenage years
can be rough, making
kids feel like outsiders, outcasts, oddballs.
Wouldn’t it be awesome
if there were a place
young misfits could feel
welcome, safe, protected, understood — and
important?
And no, I’m not
talking about the chess
club.
In “Miss Peregrine’s
Home For Peculiar
Children,” director
Tim Burton creates
just such a place—
or, more specifically,
brings it spectacularly
to life from Ransom
Riggs’ 2011 young adult
novel, a sprawling tall
tale of mystery, monsters, a young boy on a
tick-tocking, time-looping quest to discover
his past, and some very,
very peculiar kids.

Cinema 6
Showtimes Effective
11/11/16 - 11/17/16

Fire Arms • Ammunition
Disaster Preparedness Supplies
Gold Mining Equipment
Knifes • Camping Equipment
Stun Guns • Pepper Spray

(760) 369-GUNS (4867)
57205 29 Palms Hwy
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

Hell or High Water
(R)
12:00 3:00 6:00 9:00
Doctor Strange
(PG13)
12:00 6:00 9:00
3D 3:00
Hacksaw Ridge
(R)
12:00 3:00 6:00 9:00
Trolls (PG)
12:00 6:00 9:00
3D 3:00
1 (760) 365-9633

www.cinema6theatre.com

“Did you ever feel
like nothing you do matters?” asks teenage Jake
(Asa Butterfield) in the
opening scene as a crab
scuttles across a footprint on a Florida beach
seconds before a wave
washes it away. Soon
enough Jake himself
will be swept across the
water on a journey to a
magical place that previously existed only in his
imagination, fueled by
colorful bedtime stories
of his beloved grandfather (Terence Stamp),
where he’ll find out just
how needed he can be.
Visiting a remote,
mist-shrouded island
off the coast of Wales
with his father (Chris
O’Dowd), Jake discovers a decrepit old mansion bombed to rubble
by German air raids
in World War II. But
stumbling into a “time
loop” leads him back
to 1943, just before
the raids — when Miss
Peregrine, her home and
all the “peculiar children” were in full swing.
There’s lovely, lighter-than-air Emma (Ella
Purnell), who must use
steampunk-ish lead
boots and rope tethers to keep her from
floating away. Hothanded Olive (Lauren
McCrostie) can set
things ablaze with a
simple touch. Millard
(Cameron King), an
invisible boy, likes to

run around naked —
not that you’d notice.
Tiny Bronwyn (Pixie
Davies) has the strength
of a brute. Whenever
Hugh (Milo Parker)
opens his mouth, bees
that live in his stomach
come swarming out.
Sweet-looking Claire
(Raffiella Chapman)
has a nasty surprise
underneath the blonde
curls of her hair. Enoch
(Finlay MacMillan) has a
creepy power to animate
inanimate objects —
including the dead.
The faces of two
“twin cousins” are
always covered, in
spooky white hoods
with holes for their eyes
and mouths — for a
reason not revealed until
close to the end of the
movie.
And as the exotic,
pipe-smoking Miss
Peregrine, Eva Green
(Bond girl Vesper
Lynd in Casino Royale)
superbly channels her
character’s enchanted mission with steely
British resolve and flinty
maternal focus. She can
also morph into a bird, a
fleet, regal peregrine falcon. How cool is that?!
Samuel L. Jackson is
the evil Mr. Barron —
no actor mixes campy
humor and genuine
menace with such unsettling ease or malevolent
charm. There’s Allison
Janney and Judi Dench.
There’s danger, der-

ring-do, adventure,
excitement, laughter,
young love and a couple of gross-out creature-feature moments
that might be too much
for little eyes.
But mostly, there’s
director Tim Burton’s
thematic signature,
everywhere. Burton has
always had a thing for
outsiders and outliers,
misfits like Pee-Wee
Herman, Sweeny Todd,
Beetlejuice and Willy
Wonka, and for classic Hollywood quirk.
The topiaries in Miss
Peregrine’s courtyard —
an elephant, a dinosaur,
a centaur — look like
they could have been
the whimsical snipsnip artistry of Edward
Scissorhands. And one
major scene is a huge
nod — an homage, certainly — to the cheesy
highlight of a specific 1960s movie (with
stop-motion effects by
the late special-effects
guru Ray Harryhausen)
that Burton has admitted is one of his all-time
favorites.
Burton even slips into
the action for a superquick, gob-smacked
cameo. Blink and you’ll
miss him!
So outsiders, outcasts and oddballs
everywhere, of all ages,
let your freak flag
fly—courtesy of Miss
Peregrine, and Tim
Burton!

Top Rated Hair Stylist • Professional Clipper/Scissor Cuts
Free Shampoo • Men • Boys • Military • Walk-Ins

$8 cuts on Thursdays

73731 Amboy Rd. • 29 Palms Hwy.
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Reprinted from the Observation Post
Nov. 9, 1984

7th MAB musters for battle during live fire exercise here
The 7th Marine Amphibious
Brigade, headquartered here, is
preparing to conduct a major
exercise in which some 4,100
Marines will use live firepower
to attack a simulated enemy.
The climax of the exercise
will occur here, Nov. 13-15,
in a coordinated live-fire air
and ground assault as part of a
hypothetical desert campaign.
Marines and equipment
from Camp Pendleton and the
Marine Corps Air Station, El
Toro, Calif., have joined units
currently based here to participate in the Combined Arms
Exercise. (CAX)

The 7th Marine Amphibious
Brigade (MAB) is a task force
organized for mechanized
operations in a desert environment. It was formed in 1980
in conjunction with the maritime prepositioning program in
order to improve U.S. capability
to rapidly project military power
throughout the world.
The exercise presupposes that the MAB has landed
married up with its equipment
which was prepositioned at sea,
and moved inland to meet the
enemy. Its mission is to interdict
enemy supply lines between the
mythical countries of Bagdad

and Lavic, actually part of the
932 square-mile Combat Center.
Designed MAB CAX 1-85,
the exercise is part of an ongoing program to improve the
brigade’s ability to accomplish
its potential mission through
realistic training and evaluation.
The commanding general
of the 7th MAB is Brigadier
General William R. Etnyre. The
53-year-old, one star general is a
native of Kansas City, Mo. He
assumed his current assignment
July 1983.
The units from Camp
Pendleton participating in the
exercise include 1st Battalion,

CROSSWORD

7th Marines, and infantry unit;
and 3rd Battalion, 11th Marines,
an artillery unit. Detachments
of several supporting units from
Camp Pendleton are also participating.
The infantry and artillery
units from Camp Pendleton
have joined Regimental Landing
Team-27, the 7th MAB’s
Ground Combat Element,
commanded by Colonel
Michael P. Downs. Most of the
supporting units from Camp
Pendleton have joined Brigade
Service Support Group-7, the
7th MAB’s Combat Service
Support Element (logistics),

commanded by Colonel John
F. Shea.
The 7th MAB’s Air Combat
Element, Marine Aircraft
Group-70, is commanded by
Colonel Christopher F. Defries.
The group’s aircraft, mostly from El Toro and Tustin
include several types of helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft.
Detachments from several El
Toro support squadrons are
also participating.
Most of the units not permanently based at the Combat
Center arrived here Oct. 21.
They will return to their home
bases before Nov. 27.

SUDOKU

Last week’s answers

OFF-LIMITS
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by the DOD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised.
Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital
status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the
purchaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office,
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated
are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office,
located in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 8305474. The Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.

ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance
prohibits service members from patronizing
the following locations. This order applies to
all military personnel.
Off Limit Establishments as of Oct 25, 2016

• Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Road,
Twentynine Palms
• STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Road,
Twentynine Palms
• Puff’s Tobacco, 57063 29 Palms Highway,
Yucca Valley
• Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms
Highway, Yucca Valley
• NYPD Pizza, 260-262 North Palm Canyon
Drive, Palm Springs
• Sam’s Smoke Shop, 16520 West Main Street,
Barstow
• Teazer’s Bar & Grill Nightclub, 14269
Seventh Street, Victorville
• Angelo’s Kars, 222 & 226 S. Coast

Highway, Oceanside
• Denny’s Parking Lot, 692 E Street, Chula
Vista
• Burger King & McDonald’s, 28th Street
(parking lots), San Diego
• Club Mustang, 2200 University Avenue, San
Diego
• Club San Diego, 3955 4th Avenue, San
Diego
• Get It On Shoppe, San Diego
• Main Street Motel, 3494 Main Street, San
Diego
• Trolley Stations, Palomar Street & San
Ysidro, San Diego
• Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar Street, San
Diego
• Dream Crystal, 1536 Highland Avenue,
National City
• Sports Auto Sales, 1111 National City
Boulevard, National City
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WHAT I’VE LEARNED

Cody

POST

Union, Miss. Corporal, machine gunner, 1st Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment

>I grew up in the outskirts
of St. Louis in a town called
Union. Living out in the middle of
nowhere was simple. I spent my
time playing sports and hunting
and hiking out in the woods.
>I love football because of
the physical contact. In high school
I played tackle on offense and linebacker on defense. I like the competiveness and the brotherhood
that comes along with it. Making
a play and celebrating with your
teammates is motivating. One of
my friends from the team joined
the Marine Corps as well and we
still keep in contact.
>My Marlin 30-06 rifle is my
go-to hunting firearm. I also own
a variety of pistols, shotguns,
and semi-automatic rifles. I enjoy
hunting anything that’s in season,
usually turkey or deer. If it’s big, I
want to hunt it.
>My goal is to travel to hunt
grizzly bear, Moose, elk or caribou.
I’ll eventually go on a safari to take
down a Jaguar or a Lion. When I
hunt, every part of the animal is
eaten or used, there’s nothing that
goes to waste.
>My uncle taught me a lot of
fundamentals and the Marine
Corps helped expand my shooting
knowledge. My favorite guns to
play with are the M240 and the .50
caliber [Browning M2].
>Being a gunner is the best
job in the Marine Corps. My job is
to rein hell on whatever that target
is. When you do it all the time, you
get really good.
>I come from a military
family. My great grandpa was a
pilot during World War II and my
grandfather was a tank mechan-

ic during the Vietnam War. My
father was a mortarman in the
Marine Corps and my cousin is an
anti-tank missleman.
>As a citizen, I felt it was my
duty to join. I just wanted to do
my part and answer the call.
>I have a lot of pride being
in 1/7 because of our history and
great traditions. Some of our legends include Chesty Puller, Johnny
B. [Basilone], and Chaos [Gen.
Mattis].
>The everyday training we
get is the best in the Marine
Corps- it’s world class. There are

POST IS TRANSITIONING TO BECOMING
A DIESEL MECHANIC AFTER HIS FIVEYEAR MARINE CORPS CAREER. HE
ENJOYS THE OUTDOORS, HUNTING,
AND OFF-ROADING, AND PLANS TO
SETTLE DOWN IN MISSOURI.

some great training areas here.
>Getting to train with foreign military was one of the
highlights of my career. I’ve been
to Jordan twice, and the embassy
in Baghdad. I made some good
friends, and it was pretty cool getting to teach other people my job.
Patience is vital when you’re communicating through translators. It
was rewarding to see other service
members improve their gunnery.
>It’s important to have a
good relationship with other
countries because we get to see
and learn from each other first

hand. It builds strength and prepares us if we have to work together in the future.
>I’m going to miss jumping
out of helicopters. I’ll never get a
chance to do that again.
>I’m ready for the transition
because the Corps has taught
me how to be patient and helped
develop my leadership style.
>My girlfriend and I want
to settle down in Missouri and
get some off-roading toys. I’m a
simple guy. I just want to travel
the world and live the American
dream.

Interviewed and photographed by Cpl. Connor Hancock

It’s a great day to
Roll the Barrel
Resident Owned • Senior Membership Park
Homes & Lots Available • Pool & Clubhouse
Top Quality Mobile Home Park
Best Rates In Yucca Valley
Double wide 2 bdrm
2 bath. New
upgrades, corner lot
Move in ready
$29,500
Single wide, 1 bdrm
1 bath. Partially
furnished
Move in ready
$15,500

TUESDAY NIGHT

“Linked Bingo”
Session 1 (5:30pm) – 1st pack $10, additional packs $5
Session 2 (7:00pm) – 1st pack $20, additional packs $10/$5

$20,000

*

*Must cover all within 51 balls or less!

ADDITIONAL $5 BUY-IN • 2ND SESSION • 8TH GAME

56254 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley California 92284

www.apachemobilehomepark.com

Powerball Buy-ins Available
Open to the Public
Food and Beverages for Purchase • Non-smoking

Sportsmans Club of Joshua Tree

760-366-2915 • 6225 Sunburst Ave • Joshua Tree, CA
All proceeds are donated locally to youth & community organizations

Into
Your Home
A New Creation
Flowers and Gifts
www.anewcreationflorist.com
6296 Adobe Road, Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

(760) 367-1144

As a way to show our appreciation for
your service & the sacrifices you’ve made
we would like to offer
all active duty & retired military a

FREE one-year subscription to the newspaper of your choice
when you buy a one-year subscription.

The Desert Trail

$
00
Only 35

per yr.

For 52 newspapers brought to your door!

Hi-Desert Star

$
00
Only 45

per yr.

For 104 newspapers brought to your door!
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STAFF SGT. WALTER F. KLEINE

CPL. PETER MCDONALD

A Marine part of 1st Marine Division draws a bead on a Japanese sniper A column of Marines and armor of the 1st Marine Division move through communist Chinese lines
with his tommy-gun as his companion ducks for cover in Okinawa, Japan during their successful breakout from the Chosin Reservoir in North Korea. The Marines were be1945. The division worked to take Wana Ridge before the town of Shuri. sieged when the Chinese entered the Korean War Nov. 27, 1950.

Celebrating our heritage

STORY BY
CPL. MEDINA AYALA-LO

The Marine Corps was born
on November 10, 1775 in Tun
Tavern, a small Philadelphia pub.
On that day, the Continental
Marines were established with
the intended purpose of being
able to fight for independence on
land and at sea. Over the years the
Marine Corps has evolved into
a force capable of defending its
people and providing humanitarian aid to the nation and its allies
from air, land and sea, all while
maintaining itself as a force in
readiness.
“Being a Marine is something
I take pride in, and that is instilled
in us from day one,” said Sgt. Maj.
Abel Leal, former Headquarters
Battalion Sergeant Major. “We
are warfighters and the way we
operate is very unlike the other
branches. I’d like to think every
Marine has some of our values
instilled in them.”
Since the Marine Corps’
inception it has been known as
the nation’s force in readiness.
Marines are recognized by the
way they train, the customs they
uphold, and the morals that are
instilled in them. Although the
organization continues to grow,
many of the customs have
remained the same. The Marine
Corps’ birthday is one of the

LANCE CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

2nd Lt. Margo Smutnick, adjutant, Headquarters Battalion, reads
the 13th Commandant of the Marine Corps, Gen. John A. Lejeune’s,
birthday message at the Headquarters Battalion Marine Corps Birthday Ball at Caesar’s Palace in Las Vegas, Nov. 21, 2015.

many traditions that Marines take
great pride in celebrating annually.
“The ball is a tradition that we
celebrate every year,” Leal said.
“I bring a family member to the
birthday ball because they don’t
understand it in the same way
[Marines] do. But when they see
all the ceremonial events in it;
the moment of silence for our
fallen brothers, the reading of
Gen. John A. Lejeune’s birthday
message and the passing of the
cake from the oldest Marine to
the youngest, they get to share in

the pride that we feel.”
Although tradition is something Marines hold dear, there
was a time when the birthday
wasn’t always widely celebrated. In 1921, Maj. Gen. John A.
Lejeune declared November 10,
an official Marine Corps holiday.
Since then, whether it was a small
celebration between fellow comrades while deployed or a grand
affair while in garrison, Marines
have taken the time to honor the
Corps’ illustrious history.
“I love the Marine Corps
Birthday,” said Sgt. Maj. Ray

CPL. H. H. CLEMENTS

Marine Pfc. Douglas Lightheart (right) cradles his 30-cal. machine
gun in his lap, alongside Pfc. Gerald Churchby on Peleliu Island,
September 14, 1944.

Wilburn (ret.), veteran of World
War II, Korea and Vietnam. “It
doesn’t matter where you are or
how many Marines you’re with.
Two Marines can celebrate it with
a cup of water while deployed
and it will still have the same
meaning.”
The Marine Corps Ball has
been regarded as a time-honored
tradition that celebrates the birth
of the Corps. It is a night that provides Marines from all generations
with a chance to come together,
recognize the sacrifices made by
those who came before them, and
celebrate a proud heritage.

“It’s nice to celebrate the
birthday in fancy venues, but
we shouldn’t get wrapped up
in that,” Leal said. “We should
focus on celebrating our birthday for the heritage and tradition that comes with it.”
The birthday is a day that
does more than celebrate a
beginning. For Marines it signifies much more. The birthday
stands for a day when those
from all generations, who swore
an oath to protect and serve,
can join as one to share in the
pride of being a United States
Marine.

Whatever you’re looking for,
you can find it in the
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Combat Center welcomes Boy Scouts of America
Photos by Cpl. Medina Ayala-Lo

Gunnery Sgt. Kenneth R. Ellis III, company gunnery
sergeant, 4th Marine Regiment, answers questions
for Boy Scouts of Troop 377 at Camp Wilson, Nov. 5,
during the Boy Scout Camp Out for local Boy Scouts
of America troops.

Noah Allen, Boy Scout, Troop 377, fires a M249 Squad Automatic Weapon at the Indoor Simulated Marksmanship Trainer,
Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp Out for local Boy Scouts of America troops.

Master Sgt. Todd McKeown, staff non-commissioned
officer, Installation Personnel Administration Center,
demonstrates the proper way to hold the M16A4
Assault Rifle at the Indoor Simulated Marksmanship
Trainer, Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp Out for
local Boy Scouts of America troops.

Jordan Foley, Boy Scout, Troop 377, fires a M249 Squad
Automatic Weapon at the Convoy Combat Simulator,
Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp Out for local Boy
Scouts of America troops.

Scouts retire the colors at Camp Wilson, Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp Out for local Boy Scouts of America troops.

Local Boy Scouts of America troops take a photo outside
a roll-over simulator, Saturday during the Boy Scout Camp
Out for local Boy Scouts of America troops.

TOUGH MINDED
OPTIMISM
by Lou Gerhardt

REPEATED FOR EMPHASIS

More than 20 veterans in this great nation
commit suicide every day. And the number is
increasing, especially among female veterans
(35 and younger). The LA Times describes it as
a harrowing statistic.
Anyway, be that as it is, my work to help
others goes on.
I want you to know that I am as totally
dedicated as ever to finding homes for the
homeless, food for the hungry, and dedicating
my efforts and resources to alleviating the
stressful conditions endured daily by so many of
my community. (Our rates of unemployment,
the number of people living below the poverty
level, and the increasing number of homeless
people in Eastern San Bernardino demands our
best efforts to make a positive difference.)
Many of you have helped me in the past and I
continue to request your support. We are
limited only by the amount of support we
receive.
I have no pride in this regard—I’ll do about
anything for my projects. I know times are
tough. Help if you can. If you can’t, I
understand. No gift is too small—or too large
for that matter. Checks should be made out to
Dr. Louis Gerhardt. Thank you.

AND

Burgers or
Hot Dogs

2 1
FOR
PRICE
OF

(with purchase of 2 drinks)

4pm - 6pm

Featurin
g
Shakes &
Malts to
o!!!

DOMESTIC OR IMPORT

BEER

Thursdays from
Noon- 9pm
CHECK OUT CLASSIC CARS ON DISPLAY
Thursday Nov. 10th. 4:30-6:30pm

Herman and Dina Platzke
Twentynine Palms
Semper Fi
760-367-4627
800-995-1620
res19mxc@verizon.net

Dr. Lou can be reached at

$300

WINE & WELL $400

MARGARITAS $400
APPETIZER
$400
PLATES Good for two

Golf Coupon

Golf Merchandise

Sale

20

All Clothes & Shoes

This column sponsored by:

.paT sedulcxE

Excludes Tap

Great
Christmas ideas!
excludes balls.

%

OFF

Good thru Dec. 1, 2016.

Golf Coupon

Play...1 Pay

Any weekday Mon. - Thurs.

2 Rounds of 12 or 18 Holes
.00
for

$38

Good thru Dec. 1, 2016. Weekends excluded.

55100 Martinez Trail • Yucca Valley

www.hawkslandinggolf.com
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ITX From A1

CPL. SAMANTHA BRAUN

CPL. SAMANTHA BRAUN

A Marine with India Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, runs during a training Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. Robert B. Neller, right, speaks with Col. Jay
exercise at Range 400, Nov. 7.
Bargeron, director of Tactical Training Exercise Control Group, at Range 400, Nov. 7.

through its preparation for
deployment, which places
a unique twist on this iteration of ITX.
“Overall, what we are
trying to do is inform
the future organization and equipping of
the GCE, specifically
the rifle battalion,” said
Lt. Col. Donald Wright,
field testing branch head,
Marine Corps Warfighting
Laboratory. “What’s different about this ITX is
that [3/5 is] organized a
little bit differently, and
they’re using some emerging technology.”

Traditionally, the Marine
Corps rifle squad is composed of 12 Marines and a

“

“War is both
timeless and
ever
changing. While the basic
nature of war is
constant, the means
and methods we use
evolve continuously.”
~ Excerpt from U.S. Marine
Corps Warfighting Manual

squad leader. According to
Wright, Darkhorse’s rifle
companies are putting new

standards to the test with
one company experimenting with 10-Marine squads
and another with 14, while
the remaining company
serves as the controlling
factor with the original
configuration. Tactical
Training Exercise Control
Group’s Coyotes, the
Combat Center’s exercise
controllers, are responsible
for evaluating and providing feedback on each company’s performance.
Emerging technology
plays a large role in this
ITX, with rifle squads
having hands-on experi-

mental vehicles as well as
unmanned aerial surveillance and ground robotics systems. Marines are
using one such vehicle,
the Multi-Utility Tactical
Transport, or MUTT,
for both enhanced logistics capabilities, in transporting ammo and other
supplies, and in a weaponized variant, with
mounted heavy weapon
systems.
“The Marines are adapting very well,” Wright said.
“Some of the technology
they just received when
they got out here, so they

are not fully trained on
it but it’s very obvious
they have the right attitude. 3/5 is doing everything they can to integrate
this technology because
they believe in it and they
believe it will enhance their
operability.”
Wright described these
experiments as an ongoing effort “to increase the
infantry battalion’s competitive advantage.” Sea
Dragon 2025 highlights a
three-phase process consisting of exploration,
refinement and validation
prior to establishment of

new Marine Corps-wide
doctrine. This enables 3/5
to serve as the catalyst in
testing emerging concepts
and weeding them down
to only the most practical
applications in future warfighting.
“It’s an ever-evolving
process because the situation out there is very fluid,”
Wright said. “What we are
trying to do is inform the
future organization and
equipment of the GCE
which in turn will drive
the future organization
and equipment of the
MAGTF.”

Celebrate From A1

LANCE CPL. ANABEL ABREU-RODRIGUE

Brig. Gen. William F. Mullen III, Combat Center Commanding General, calls forth the Marine Corps Birthday Cake during
the Marine Corps Birthday Uniform Pageant at Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Thursday.

LANCE CPL. ANABEL ABREU-RODRIGUE

Pfc. Oseas Osio III, artillery technician, Exercise Support
Division, stands dressed in the uniform from the War of
1812 at the Marine Corps Birthday Uniform Pageant at
Lance Cpl. Torrey L. Gray Field Thursday.

Marine from the youngest
private to oldest general,”
said Sgt. Maj. Avery Crespin, battalion sergeant
major, Headquarters Battalion. “That’s what these
uniforms represent.”
At the conclusion of
the event, Brig. Gen. William F. Mullen III, Com-

bat Center Commanding
General, performed the
traditional cake-cutting
ceremony wherein the oldest and youngest Marines
each received pieces of
birthday cake.
While the ceremony displayed how the Marines’
wardrobe has changed

JOIN US IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN
The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

This Week’s Spotlight Church

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley
(760) 365-7133
jackoconway4@irishnation.com

Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month
9:00 a.m.

Skyview Chapel
Church of God

Iglecia Cristiana les invita a sus
cervicios en espanol.
Domingos A las 10:40 am
Miercoles 7 de la noche.
Para mas imformacion Pastor Elios
760-974-6962

Sun. 9:15 AM Life Group
Sun. 10:30 AM Worship
Wed. 6:30 PM Bible Study

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

56374 Onaga Trail
in Yucca Valley
(760) 365-5771
www.fsbcyv.org

Worship Service

Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.
7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree

Pastor Abe Casiano
Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care

PASTOR ALLAN MORROW

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive

760-361-0086

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

Church of Christ
29 Palms

Sunday Service
10:30 am
Wed. Bible Study
6 pm

72309 Larrea Ave. • 760-367-9400
Sun. Worship 11am

Yucca Valley

6450 Star Dune Ave, 29 Palms
760- 367-9269
www.ipoputheran.org

7021 Airway Drive • 760-365-9215
Sun. Service 9:30 10:30 1:30
Wed. 6pm

St. Martin-In-The-Fields

Traditional in Form, Spiritual at Heart,
Relevant in the Community

EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am
Sunday Gospel Meditation
9:00 am
Tues. 12 Step Church 6:30 - 7:05 pm
Weds. Morning Prayer
7:30 am

Vicar, Peggy Ventris
“Celebrating God‛s love for all God‛s Children”
72348 Larrea Road • www.stmartinschurch29.org

Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
Sun. 9:15 AM Life Group
Sun. 10:30 AM Worship
Wed. 6:30 PM Bible Study

(760) 367-7133

Pastor Wayne Morrow
Sunday School & Worship 10 am
Wednesday Bible Study 4 pm
760-365-6331 • www.deserthillspc.org
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley

Spread the Word!

For more information
and to place your ad

Promote your services in our

Call



Join Us in Worship Section
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*
*Star/Trail/OP/Star

(760) 365-3315
The Hi-Desert Star

(760) 367-3577
The Desert Trail

many times over the years,
it reaffirms that the ‘Esprit de Corps’ that defines
the Marine Corps as the
nation’s most effective
fighting force remains the
same.
“It’s an honor to be able
to represent those who
have served before us,”

said Pfc. Oseas Osio III, artillery technician, Exercise
Support Division, dressed
in a uniform from the War
of 1812. “It’s important
that we take time on the
Marine Corps’ birthday to
honor our past uniforms
and those who have served
in them.”

Try a little

TENDERNESS

®

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
2 Boneless Chicken Breasts (.5 lb. pkg.)
2 (4.5 oz.) Stuffed Sole with
Scallops and Crabmeat
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
12 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

46191MTR | Reg. $200.90

Now Only

4999

$

PLUS, 4 Burgers

FREE!

Limit 2 pkgs. Free gifts must
ship with #46191. Standard S&H
will be added. Expires 11/30/16.
©2016 OCG | 606B120
Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Call 1-800-938-0434 and ask for 46191MTR
www.OmahaSteaks.com/fire90
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Combat Center runs
for CFC awareness

PHOTOS

Justin Dunning, son of Lt. Col. Peter Dunning, field artillery officer, Marine Air Ground Task Force Training
Command, takes the lead during the Combined Federal Campaign Awareness 5k at the Desert Winds Golf
Course Nov. 4. According to OPM.gov, the mission of the CFC is to promote and support philanthropy through
a program that is employee focused, cost-efficient, and effective in providing all federal employees the opportunity to improve the quality of life for all.

Sgt. Damion Dugger, postal clerk, Headquarters Battalion, explains the Combined Federal Campaign
during a 5k run at the Desert Winds Golf Course Nov. 4.

BY

CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

A Marine runs in the Combined Federal Campaign Awareness 5k at the Desert Winds Golf Course Nov. 4.

Marines participate in the Combined Federal Campaign Awareness
5k at the Desert Winds Golf Course Nov. 4.

“AMU HELPED
ME REACH
HIGHER”
AMU ALUM AND VETERAN WES O’DONNELL (MBA 2011)

Veteran, author, and entrepreneur Wes O’Donnell gained the right tools and confidence from AMU to publish
a book, start a healthcare solutions company, and launch a successful digital media group. Join the #1
provider of education to the Armed Forces* and gain knowledge that’s relevant to what you do today and
what you want to do tomorrow. Reach higher at www.AMUonline.com/OBSERVATION
*As reported by Military Times, July/August 2015
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Please do your part and support America Recycles Day on November 15th. By placing the below items
into your designated recycling bin or recycling dumpster for pickup.
What Can Be Recycled at MCAGCC
NO. 1 PLASTICS
PREP: quick rinse - no lids
CRV Plastic (soda/water bottles)
NO. 2 PLASTICS
PREP: quick rinse - no lids
milk/water jugs, juice bottles
ALUMINUM & STEEL CANS
PREP: empty and rinse out food and beverage residue

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 26TH

PAPER & CARDBOARD PRODUCTS
Copy paper, white ledger paper, shredded paper, newspaper,
magazines and cardboard
GLASS CLEAR/BROWN/GREEN
PREP: empty and rinse out food and beverage residue
Natural Resources Environmental Affairs thanks you for doing
your part and supporting America Recycles Day!
For more information please contact Base Recycling at
760.830.5666 or visit www.green29.org.

TOMORROW,

STO RAG E
State of the Art Security
Control with Full Time
Resident Managers,
Household Storage,
RV, Boat & Auto

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 12

TH

• Ground Level Units • Controlled Gate Access
• Large Moving Truck Friendly • Month-to-Month Rentals
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at

IN CASH & FREE PLAY
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25

FIREFIGHTERS & LAW ENFORCEMENT

TODAY

VETERANS DAY
& TREATY DAY

SPECIAL MILITARY
PRICING ON ALL
UNITS!

FREE

$

00

Includes
Cart

(Changed from Sundays)

Sunday Skins - 1pm

Field is growing! - Call for info

HAMBURGER & FRIES
FOR ACTIVE & RETIRED MILITARY*

Early Bird Special

*MUST PRESENT VALID MILITARY I.D.

– BEFORE 9AM –

Mon - Fri

www.TortoiseRockCasino.com | 760-367-9759

73829 Baseline Road, Twentynine Palms, CA 92277

SLOT MACHINES

Management reserves the right to alter or cancel a promotion at any time.
Some restrictions may apply. See Club 29 for details. Must be 18+ to enter casino.

FIGHT CARD SUBJECT TO CHANGE

TABLE GAMES

OASIS GRILLE

SHELLY’S LOUNGE

All Paid Golfers Get
A Free Bucket of Balls
760-365-0033

55100 Martinez Trail • Yucca Valley
www.hawkslandinggolf.com

November 11, 2016

Since 1957

Vol. 60 B

FROM PITTSBURGH TO PERMIT

Sidney B. Jones, Pittsburgh, Pa., native, sits at his home in Twentynine Palms, Calif., Nov. 1. At the age of 96, the retired chief petty officer’s career with the U.S. Navy
spanned 38 years and two major wars.

Sailor reflects on long career, life
STORY AND PHOTO BY
CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

F

lames flickered
across the surface
of the frigid waters
as plumes of smoke
climbed upward,
bleeding seamlessly into the
night sky. A lone swimmer,
heaving line in tow, made his
way toward a stranded man
through the wreckage of the
Soviet oceanographic vessel.
Raising himself onto the flotsam, the U.S. sailor assured the
wounded Russian, and they
began their arduous swim back
to the USS Permit.
According to Sidney B.
Jones, our narrative’s fearless
swimmer, this story was never
meant to be told, having been
declassified in the 1970s. Now
96 years old, the retired chief
petty officer’s career with the
U.S. Navy spanned 38 years and
two major wars.
“My grandfather came across
from Wales in 1881,” Jones said
as he reminisced about his life
during an interview at his home
in Twentynine Palms, Calif.
“He settled in Pennsylvania and
joined the reserves; that was
the beginning of this Jones-clan
fighting wars.”
Jones’ father, “Casey” Jones,
served in the U.S. Army during
the Spanish-American War.
More than 28 years later, when
Jones was 6 years old, his father,
then working as a Pennsylvania
Railroad conductor, died after
being hit by unscheduled freight
train on the day Jones’ older
brother turned 14.
“My mother got a little bit
of a pittance of three and a
half dollars a month for his
service when he died,” Jones
said. “Growing up, I had a
paper route for five years to
help my mother get by. Back
then, there were no school
buses. If it was six miles away
you walked; that was OK, we

“

I just wanted to get in the war and
do my part. If we are going to fight
a war, I wanted to get on something
that was going to fight it.

didn’t know any different.”
Jones attended Connelley
Vocation High School, where
he studied mechanical drawing.
There, he felt captivated by the
pool and became a Pittsburgh
champion swimmer and diver,
claiming that he “just couldn’t
stay out of the water.” It was
during his high school years that
he was introduced to the rigors
of military life.
“My first experience with
anything military was before
the war,” Jones said. “Franklin
Delano Roosevelt decided he
would have volunteers from my
high school attend a military
boot camp called the Citizens
Military Training Corps.”
The training camps were
held to train additional potential
Army reserve officers and upon
four years of attendance, citizens
were commissioned as second
lieutenants. According to Jones,
he learned many valuable skills
such as how to fire a rifle and to
be a marksman.
“It was there that I decided
if I joined the military, I was
going to go into the Navy,” he
said.
In 1939, the USS Squalus,
a Sargo-class submarine, sank
during a test dive due to a
mechanical failure. Lt. Cmdr.
Charles B. “Swede” Momsen,
a salvage and rescue expert,
led rescue operations of the
remaining crew trapped within
the ship. Upon hearing this
news, 19-year-old Jones felt
inspired to enlist and soon
found himself aboard the USS
New York, a New York-class
battleship utilizing a five-turret

layout and coal for fuel.
“When we went aboard
they lined us up. The taller
guys and heavier guys were
chosen to go into the engine
room,” Jones recalled. “I had
last choice and I ended up in
the 7th Division as a gunner’s
mate. Next thing I knew, I was
with a motor boat crew, tight
roping a boom in the black of
night.”
In anticipation of World
War II, Jones put in a request
to attend submarine school.
His request was approved and
found himself mulling through
blueprints, memorizing every
part and system of the USS
Permit, a Porpoise-class submarine.
“I was just transferred to
the USS Permit after she just
came back from being beat up
by the Japanese after they hit
Pearl [Harbor],” Jones said.
“I just wanted to get in the
war and do my part. If we are
going to fight a war, I wanted
to get on something that was
going to fight it.”
With his experience as
a gunner’s mate, Jones was
used to working with ordnance. Every sailor aboard
the submarine held important responsibilities and was
required to learn each station,
regardless of rate. Jones began
as a helmsman and lookout
while at battle stations where
he discovered his sensitivity
to the movement of the ship
as well as an ability to “feel
the submarine move before it
moved.” The captain noticed
as well, quickly assigning

him to manning the bow
planes, control surfaces that
allowed the vessel to pitch its
stern up and down. This put
the responsibility of keeping
the ship leveled off at the
appropriate depth in the gunner’s mate’s hands.
“When firing a torpedo
and the torpedo leaves, that’s
a heavy, heavy thing, so you
put full dive on the planes
and immediately start pulling
full rise to level it off,” Jones
said. “The captain would say,
‘I want no more than one and
a half foot,’ and that’s what
he got. He didn’t want to lose
the scope by going under, so
he could fire; one, two, three,
four and get them over with.”
Life on a submarine certainly wasn’t smooth sailing, Jones
explained. The Permit would
go on patrols that could last
anywhere from 30 to 60 days
and would travel primarily
submerged with the exception
of nights; for submariners,
these nights became their days.
Jones recalls the uncertainty
and silence of one instance in
which the Permit had difficulty
eluding three destroyers.
“We would get depth
charged to the world’s end;
it’s nerve-wracking and very
quiet,” Jones said. “You could
take your shoes off and walk
around in your stockings as to
not make any noise. We would
often be down there for a few
days before we were able to
sneak out of it.”
In 1944 as WWII began to
wind down, Jones left the Navy
and made his way back from

California to Pennsylvania by
railroad. Reluctant to cut ties,
he joined the Navy reserves
and traveled to a naval yard
in New Jersey and enrolled
in a program for men getting
out after the end of the war,
where he applied for a job
removing asbestos from pipes.
Eventually, Jones transferred
to Long Island, New York,
to work as a plumber. As the
Vietnam conflict escalated, he
was recalled to active duty as a
Navy recruiter.
“When Vietnam started,
someone broke into the offices at the recruiter stations and
threw blood on all the files,”
Jones said. “So, [the Navy] was
looking for volunteers to go
active duty recruiting, and I
did. They interviewed me, sent
me to school, and gave me a
quota of five a month.”
Jones went on to spend
12 years recruiting earning
numerous awards for service,
including multiple years of
Top Recruiter in New York.
“I’d fall asleep sometimes
driving home at night,” Jones
said. “It was a tough job but I
always made my quota; I knew
I was doing something for my
Navy.”
Jones retired from the Navy
in his 60s. After many years
of faithful service, including
an extension past age 60 that
required the approval of an
admiral, it was time for Jones
to focus on serving his family.
Jones has seven daughters, 10
grandchildren, 10 great grandchildren, and currently lives
in Twentynine Palms, Calif.
Despite his many achievements, the old gunner’s mate
remains humble.
“I’m no hero,” Jones said.
“I have a lot of memories,
not all of them good. When
we’d surface at night for a
look around or when my
recruits would graduate; those
moments stick with you.”
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Liberty Call

Combat Center Events
Come to the musical performance of the Grinch from the
Creating Arts Studio (CAC) Dec. 3, from 5:00 – 8:30 PM
with a meet and greet immediately following with the great
cast. There will also be a final reveal of the Motor Mania
Contest Winner. For questions, please call (760) 830-5086.

Sunset Cinema
Friday Nov. 11
12:00 p.m. - Lone Survivor (NDVD - Free Admission), R
2:20 p.m. - American Sniper (NDVD - Free Admission), R
4:50 p.m. - 13 Hours: The Secret Soldiers of Benghazi
(NDVD - Free Admission), R
Saturday Nov. 12
10:00 a.m. -The Nut Job (NDVD - Free Admission), PG
12:00 p.m. – Storks, PG
2:00 p.m. - Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children,
PG-13
4:40 p.m. - Deepwater Horizon, PG-13
7:00 p.m. - The Magnificent Seven, PG-13
9:50 p.m. – Masterminds, PG-13
11:50 p.m. - The Girl on The Train, R
Sunday Nov. 13
12:30 p.m. - The Girl on The Train, R
3:00 p.m. - Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life, PG
5:00 p.m. - Kevin Hart: What Now, R
7:00 p.m. - The Accountant, R
Monday Nov. 14
6:30 p.m. - The Birth of a Nation, R
Tuesday Nov. 15
6:30 p.m. - The Accountant, R
Wednesday Nov. 16
5:00 p.m. – Masterminds, PG
7:00 p.m. - The Girl on The Train, R
Thursday Nov. 17
5:00 p.m. – Storks, PG
7:00 p.m. – The Magnificent Seven, PG-13

Relax with the paper
Thursdays and Saturdays
with the Hi-Desert Star
Thursdays with
The Desert Trail
Fridays with
The Observation Post

Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
Your community newspapers working to serve you better
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Meet some of the very special “Peculiars” - Left to right: Olive (Lauren McCrostie), Bronwyn (Pixie Davies), Millard
(Cameron King), the twins (Thomas and Joseph Odwell) and Emma (Ella Purnell). Photo Credit: Jay Maidment.

Tim Burton makes misfits feel welcome in
‘Miss Peregrine’s Home For Peculiar Children’
NEIL POND

“Miss Peregrine’s Home
For Peculiar Children”
Starring Asa Butterfield,
Eva Green, Ella Purnell
and Samuel L. Jackson
Directed by Tim Burton
PG-13
The teenage years
can be rough, making
kids feel like outsiders, outcasts, oddballs.
Wouldn’t it be awesome
if there were a place
young misfits could feel
welcome, safe, protected, understood — and
important?
And no, I’m not
talking about the chess
club.
In “Miss Peregrine’s
Home For Peculiar
Children,” director
Tim Burton creates
just such a place—
or, more specifically,
brings it spectacularly
to life from Ransom
Riggs’ 2011 young adult
novel, a sprawling tall
tale of mystery, monsters, a young boy on a
tick-tocking, time-looping quest to discover
his past, and some very,
very peculiar kids.

Cinema 6
Showtimes Effective
11/11/16 - 11/17/16

Fire Arms • Ammunition
Disaster Preparedness Supplies
Gold Mining Equipment
Knifes • Camping Equipment
Stun Guns • Pepper Spray

(760) 369-GUNS (4867)
57205 29 Palms Hwy
Yucca Valley, CA 92284

Hell or High Water
(R)
12:00 3:00 6:00 9:00
Doctor Strange
(PG13)
12:00 6:00 9:00
3D 3:00
Hacksaw Ridge
(R)
12:00 3:00 6:00 9:00
Trolls (PG)
12:00 6:00 9:00
3D 3:00
1 (760) 365-9633

www.cinema6theatre.com

“Did you ever feel
like nothing you do matters?” asks teenage Jake
(Asa Butterfield) in the
opening scene as a crab
scuttles across a footprint on a Florida beach
seconds before a wave
washes it away. Soon
enough Jake himself
will be swept across the
water on a journey to a
magical place that previously existed only in his
imagination, fueled by
colorful bedtime stories
of his beloved grandfather (Terence Stamp),
where he’ll find out just
how needed he can be.
Visiting a remote,
mist-shrouded island
off the coast of Wales
with his father (Chris
O’Dowd), Jake discovers a decrepit old mansion bombed to rubble
by German air raids
in World War II. But
stumbling into a “time
loop” leads him back
to 1943, just before
the raids — when Miss
Peregrine, her home and
all the “peculiar children” were in full swing.
There’s lovely, lighter-than-air Emma (Ella
Purnell), who must use
steampunk-ish lead
boots and rope tethers to keep her from
floating away. Hothanded Olive (Lauren
McCrostie) can set
things ablaze with a
simple touch. Millard
(Cameron King), an
invisible boy, likes to

run around naked —
not that you’d notice.
Tiny Bronwyn (Pixie
Davies) has the strength
of a brute. Whenever
Hugh (Milo Parker)
opens his mouth, bees
that live in his stomach
come swarming out.
Sweet-looking Claire
(Raffiella Chapman)
has a nasty surprise
underneath the blonde
curls of her hair. Enoch
(Finlay MacMillan) has a
creepy power to animate
inanimate objects —
including the dead.
The faces of two
“twin cousins” are
always covered, in
spooky white hoods
with holes for their eyes
and mouths — for a
reason not revealed until
close to the end of the
movie.
And as the exotic,
pipe-smoking Miss
Peregrine, Eva Green
(Bond girl Vesper
Lynd in Casino Royale)
superbly channels her
character’s enchanted mission with steely
British resolve and flinty
maternal focus. She can
also morph into a bird, a
fleet, regal peregrine falcon. How cool is that?!
Samuel L. Jackson is
the evil Mr. Barron —
no actor mixes campy
humor and genuine
menace with such unsettling ease or malevolent
charm. There’s Allison
Janney and Judi Dench.
There’s danger, der-

ring-do, adventure,
excitement, laughter,
young love and a couple of gross-out creature-feature moments
that might be too much
for little eyes.
But mostly, there’s
director Tim Burton’s
thematic signature,
everywhere. Burton has
always had a thing for
outsiders and outliers,
misfits like Pee-Wee
Herman, Sweeny Todd,
Beetlejuice and Willy
Wonka, and for classic Hollywood quirk.
The topiaries in Miss
Peregrine’s courtyard —
an elephant, a dinosaur,
a centaur — look like
they could have been
the whimsical snipsnip artistry of Edward
Scissorhands. And one
major scene is a huge
nod — an homage, certainly — to the cheesy
highlight of a specific 1960s movie (with
stop-motion effects by
the late special-effects
guru Ray Harryhausen)
that Burton has admitted is one of his all-time
favorites.
Burton even slips into
the action for a superquick, gob-smacked
cameo. Blink and you’ll
miss him!
So outsiders, outcasts and oddballs
everywhere, of all ages,
let your freak flag
fly—courtesy of Miss
Peregrine, and Tim
Burton!

Top Rated Hair Stylist • Professional Clipper/Scissor Cuts
Free Shampoo • Men • Boys • Military • Walk-Ins

$8 cuts on Thursdays

73731 Amboy Rd. • 29 Palms Hwy.

