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Marine Corps’ Top Shot

Every week, thousands of fans cast their votes for the best
photograph posted on the Corps’ Facebook page. This

week’s top shot comes from Sgt. Isaac Ibarra. ]
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U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. William Pearn, a Shohola, Pennsylvania native, crawls toward his objective during exercise 
Forest Light at Somagahara, Japan, March 10. Forest Light is one of various bi-lateral training opportunities con-
ducted by Japan Ground Self-Defense and deployed U.S. Marine forces to demonstrate the enduring commitment 
by both countries to peace, stability, and prosperity across the region.

STORY BY CPL. LEVI SCHULTZ

MARINE CORPS MOUNTAIN 
WARFARE TRAINING CENTER 
BRIDGEPORT, Calif. — The 
Marine Corps Mountain Warfare 
Training Center located near 
Bridgeport, Calif., trains service 
members to survive and fight in 
cold weather and mountainous envi-
ronments across 46,000 acres of the 
Toiyabe National Forest. The center 
was established in 1951 and pro-
vides Marines with the advanced skill 
training necessary to conduct military 
operations in any clime or place.

“The role of the [MCMWTC] 
is to conduct training on individ-
ual skills and battalion-level col-
lective training to allow Marine 
Corps infantry battalions to oper-
ate in mountainous, high-altitude 
and cold weather environments,” 
said Maj. Paul Mann, operations 
officer, MCMWTC. “Training here 
was initially focused on allowing 
Marines to operate in cold weather 
environments such as those expe-
rienced during the Korean War. 
From there, it’s evolved into ser-
vice-level training teaching the 
skills needed to operate in this 
environment in any season.”

Mountain Training Exercise, 
held six times annually, is centered 

on training infantry battalions to 
be proficient in techniques such 
as skiing, rock climbing, avalanche 
search procedures, and survival. 
Two iterations take place in the 
winter and four in the summer; 
one of which is conducted by the 
Marine Corps Reserve.

“We make the scenario as realis-
tic as possible,” Mann said. “We’ve 
designed it so the staff has to take 

into account adjacent battle spaces, 
other units operating in their envi-
ronment, higher level assets both 
division, regimental and joint-level, 
as well as a near peer hybrid threat. 
They are not just fighting a static 
enemy; they’re fighting a thinking 
enemy that may be coming for them, 
day or night, from any place in the 

MCMWTC elevates 
force in readiness

CPL. LEVY SCHULTZ

Pfc. Sean Sitek, bulk fuel specialist, 7th Engineer Support Battalion, reloads during a live-fire range aboard Marine 
Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center, Bridgeport, Calif., March 3, 2017, as part of Mountain Training Exercise 2-17. 
MTX is a service-level training exercise focused on the technical aspects of mountain and cold weather operations.

LANCE CPL. DEVIN ANDREWS

A Marine with 7th Engineer Support Battalion sights in while taking a shoot-
ing position on skis aboard Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center, 
Bridgeport, Calif., March 3, 2017, as part of Mountain Training Exercise 2-17. 
MTX is a service-level training exercise focused on the technical aspects of 
mountain and cold weather operations.

See  MCMWTC A6

SGT. IAN LEONES

With more than 16 
million Americans who 
served in World War II, 
only a fraction of them 
still live today. Even 
fewer can claim to have 
reached the age of 100. 
John J. O’Leary, a retired 

Marine first lieutenant, is 
one of the lucky few.

He celebrated his 100th 
birthday at the Evergreen 
Community of Johnson 
County, Olathe, Kansas, 
Dec. 23, 2016. 

O’Leary saw combat on 
Guam and witnessed the 
bombardment on Iwo Jima. 
Even after the war ended, 

his pride for the Marine 
Corps never faded.

“The first time I met 
him I was immediately 
impressed by his love for 
the Marine Corps,” said 
Col. Thomas M. Fahy, com-
manding officer of Combat 
Logistics Regiment 4, 4th 
Marine Logistics Group, 

Marine Forces Reserve. 
“We are losing World War 
II veterans every day. I 
think it is important to have 
their stories memorialized.”

Fahy learned about 
O’Leary through a website 
his unit was using to pro-
mote their 241st Marine 

Always Faithful: 
World War II  
Marine turns 100

SGT. IAN LEONES

Retired 1st Lt. John J. O’Leary sits in front of birthday 
balloons at the Evergreen Community of Johnson County, 
Olathe, Kan., Dec. 21, 2016. O’Leary fought on Guam and 
witnessed the bombardment of Iwo Jima as a member of 
3rd Joint Assault Signal Company.

Photo depicts Retired 1st. Lt. John J. O’Leary, a Marine 
veteran of World War II, date and location unknown. 
O’Leary fought on Guam and witnessed the bombard-
ment of Iwo Jima as a member of 3rd Joint Assault 
Signal Company. He celebrated his 100th birthday on 
Dec. 23, 2016.

See TURNS 100 A6



Corps Birthday Ball in 
November. O’Leary 
reached out to the unit 
and Fahy traveled to the 
Evergreen Community to 
meet him. 

“I knew we had to 
have him as the guest at 
our birthday ball,” Fahy 
said. “He is very enjoyable 
to be around, he is very 
sharp and he has a great 
sense of humor.”

With his wife Dixie 
accompanying him as his 
date, O’Leary attended the 
ball as the oldest Marine 
present and the only per-
son in attendance to have 
served in World War II. 
His story dates back almost 
75 years.

When John J. O’Leary 
enlisted in the Marine 
Corps in the aftermath of 
the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
he had no idea what was in 
store for him. 

“I didn’t know any-
thing about the military,” 
O’Leary said. “I was the 
first of three brothers to 
serve in World War II. 
I joined because of all 
the good publicity the 

Marine Corps was get-
ting at the time.”

In 1942, after attending 
recruit training at Parris 
Island, South Carolina, 
and radio operator school 
in New York, O’Leary 
volunteered to be part 
of the newly formed 4th 
Raider Battalion at Camp 
Pendleton, California. 
There O’Leary served as 
Col. James Roosevelt’s per-
sonal radio operator.

“He was the president’s 
son,” O’Leary said. “He 
was a nice guy and a good 
officer.”

However, O’Leary 
was not fated to stay with 
the Raiders. The colonel 
learned O’Leary had a col-
lege degree and sent him to 
officer candidate school in 
Quantico, Virginia.

“I was a private first 
class and had been in the 
Corps for 18 months,” 
O’Leary said. “Our entire 
class was made up of all 
enlisted men.”

In June 1944, after fin-
ishing all of his training, 
O’Leary was sent among 
the first replacements for 

the 3rd Marine Division in 
Guam. He was assigned to 
take over a shore beach 
party with 3rd Joint Assault 
Signal Company. His com-
pany was there through the 
retaking of the island from 
the Japanese.

“I had to become a good 
ducker,” O’Leary said with 
a wry smile. “I spent a year 
and a half on Guam. That’s 
a long time. I have a lot of 
memories.”

On Feb. 19, 1945, 
O’Leary was assigned to 
3rd Marine Regiment and 
waited from a troop ship 
to land on Iwo Jima. What 
he didn’t know at the time 
was that his regiment was 
the only regiment out of 
the nine present that was 
held in reserve. Although 
he witnessed the battle 
from the sea, he never saw 
the shore.

“His ship became a 
hospital ship,” Fahy said. 
“Many of the dead and 
wounded from Iwo Jima 
were transferred to his 
ship.”

As the battle continued, 
O’Leary witnessed tables in 
the galley converted into 
operating tables.

“Those were rough 
times,” O’Leary said. 
“There were a lot of dead 
and injured.”

In his room, among 
images of friends and fam-
ily, hangs an original copy 
of the photograph of the 
second flag-raising on Iwo 
Jima, signed by photogra-

pher Joe Rosenthal.
“One morning on 

Guam, after Iwo Jima, I 
looked out my tent and saw 
a small guy signing photo-
graphs which he had just 
made of the flag raising,” 
O’Leary said. “At the time, 
I didn’t know how sig-
nificant the photo would 
become.”

More than 70 years after 
the photo was taken and the 
war ended, in a small retire-
ment home room, O’Leary 
still holds the Marine Corps 
and his memories of his 
service close to his heart.

“His love of his country 
and his love of his Marine 
Corps is undying,” Fahy 
said. “I’m very proud to 
have met him and honored 
to have spent the short 
amount of time I have 
spent with him. I look for-
ward to seeing him at our 
next birthday ball.”

This year also marks the 
100th anniversary of the 
Marine Corps Reserve. By 
the end of World War II, 
Reserve Marines made up 
70 percent of total wartime 
Marine Corps personnel, 
including O’Leary. Having 
witnessed generations of 
Marines put on the uni-
form after him, O’Leary is 
confident that the Corps is 
still in good hands.

“The Marine Corps 
is a great organization,” 
O’Leary said. “It’s full of a 
lot of dedicated individuals. 
I’m very proud of my time 
as a Marine.”
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Skyview Chapel
Church of God
Worship Service
Sun. 10:30 A.M & 6:00 P.M.
Wed. Bible Study 6:00 P.M.

7475 Sunny Vista Rd., Joshua Tree
Pastor Abe Casiano

Church (760) 366-9119
www.skyviewchapel.org

Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m. 
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 

9:00 a.m.

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley

(760) 365-7133 
rsmith6427@att.net

JOIN US IN WORSHIP MORONGO BASIN
This Week’s Spotlight Church

“Celebrating God‛s love for all God‛s Children”
72348 Larrea Road • www.stmartinschurch29.org

(760) 367-7133

Vicar, Peggy Ventris

For more  information 
and to place your ad Call 

Spread the Word!
�Promote your services in our

Join Us in Worship Section
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*

*Star/Trail/OP/Star

6450 Star Dune Ave, 29 Palms
760- 367-9269

www.ipoputheran.org

Sunday Service 
10:30 am

Wed. Bible Study 
6 pm

(760) 365-3315
The Hi-Desert Star

(760) 367-3577
The Desert Trail

Sunday School & Eucharist 10:00 am 
Sunday Gospel Meditation 9:00 am
Tues. 12 Step Church        6:30 - 7:05 pm
Weds. Morning Prayer 7:30 am

DESERT 
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care
PASTOR ALLAN MORROW

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive
760-361-0086 

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

St. Martin-In-The-Fields
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Sun. 9:15 AM Life Group
Sun. 10:30 AM Worship
Wed. 6:30 PM Bible Study

29 Palms
72309 Larrea Ave. • 760-367-9400

Sun. Worship 11am
Sun. Bible Study 10:00 - 11:00

Wed. Bible Study 6:00pm - 7pm

Church of Christ

Yucca Valley
7021 Airway Drive • 760-365-9215

Sun. Service 9:30  10:30  1:30 
Wed. 6pm

 760-365-6331 • www.deserthillspc.org
56750 Mountain View Trail, Yucca Valley

In need of healing touch, oil and prayer? 
Come this Sunday.

Desert Hills Presbyterian Church
Pastor Wayne Morrow

Sunday School & Worship 10 am
Wednesday Bible Study 4 pm

Iglecia Cristiana les invita a sus 
cervicios en espanol. 

Domingos A las 10:40 am 
Miercoles 7 de la noche. 
Para mas imformacion 

760-974-6962
57373 Joshua Lane, Yucca Valley

 760-365-6331 
• www.deserthillspc.org

56750 Mountain View Trail, 
Yucca Valley

In need of healing touch, 
oil and prayer? 

Come this Sunday.
Desert Hills 

Presbyterian Church
Pastor Wayne Morrow

Sunday School & 
Worship 10 am

Wednesday Bible Study 4 pm

Pastor James Goodline
7347 Church St., Yucca Valley

Sun. 11:00 am  6:00 pm  Wed. 7:00 pm
lwwcpastorjames@aol.com

760-910-3678

Living Waters 
Worship Center
Let’s Grow Together

(760) 228-5874
56140 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley, CA 92284

We are a full car care 
maintenance center

All Tires & Services Are Honored At 
More Than 30,000 Locations NationwideMilitary Discount 

on service.
Must be active duty.

OIL CHANGE SPECIAL 1995 (Conventional oil, 
up to 5 quarts)

Good through March 31, 2017

only

Buy any set of tires  
@ $399 or more
and you can get a

Not good with any other offer.

FREE ALIGNMENT
(7995 Value)

SATURDAY

Resident Owned • Senior Membership Park
Homes & Lots Available • Pool & Clubhouse

Top Quality Mobile Home Park • Best Rates In Yucca Valley

1 bdrm 1 bath.  
REDUCED TO $12,000

56254 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley  California 92284

www.apachemobilehomepark.com

2 bdrm, 2 bath with extra 
large add on.

$12,500

2 bdrm 2 bath. Additional room.
$27,500

Double and Single wide 
vacant spaces ready for 

your mobile home.

Shamus and Famous rock Saint Patrick’s Day

CPL. MEDINA AYALA-LO

Shamus and Famous play during the Saint Patty’s Day Jamboree at the 
Frontline Restaurant aboard the Combat Center, March 17. Shamus and 
Famous have played at the jamboree since 2016 and do so to create fun 
that everyone can enjoy.

CPL. MEDINA AYALA-LO

Capt. Christopher Mulkey, tactical communication division 
officer in charge, G-6 Communications and Information, 
plays the drums for his band, Shamus and Famous, 
during the Saint Patty’s Day Jamboree at the Frontline 
Restaurant aboard the Combat Center, March 17.

PHOTOS BY CPL. MEDINA AYALA-LO

Lt. Col. Timothy Pochop, director, 
Natural Resources and Environmental 
Affairs, plays the guitar for his band, 
Shamus and Famous.

TURNS 100 From A1

battle space.”
While MTX is an intensive exercise in its own right, 

the MCMWTC also holds a wide variety of courses for 
different capabilities such as mountain communications 
and medicine. Unique in the Marine Corps, Animal 
Packer’s Course provides training in the utilization of 
horses and mules to enable logistics to make it through 
difficult terrain where vehicles cannot go, while Assault 
Climbers and Scout Skiers Courses provide their units 
with advanced mobility.

“As an instructor up here, you can really see 
a difference from when they get here to the end 
product,” said Capt. Scott Gornall, engineer offi-
cer, MCMWTC. “There are a lot of things they 
haven’t experienced before such as dealing with 
hypothermia, frostbite and altitude sickness. I per-
sonally believe that this is the place in the Marine 
Corps to test small unit leadership. If you don’t 
have team leaders and squad leaders checking on 
their guys, those human factors when you’re cold 
or tired can take over and you can become combat 
ineffective.”

MCMWTC From A1



OFF-LIMITS
ESTABLISHMENTS

Observation Post

Commanding General - Brig. Gen. William F. Mullen III

Installation Sgt. Maj. -	 Sgt. Maj. Michael Hendges

Public Affairs Officer - 1st Lt. Karen Holliday

Deputy Public Affairs Officer - Ms. Lauren Kurkimilis

Public Affairs Chief - Cpl. Medina Ayala-Lo  

Press Chief - 		  Cpl. Thomas Mudd
Correspondents - 	Cpl. Levy Schultz
			   Cpl. Connor Hancock
			   Cpl. Julio McGraw
		                 Lance Cpl. Dave Flores
		                 Lance Cpl. Natalia Cuevas

SUDOKU

Last week’s answers

A2  March 24, 2017	 Observation Post

CROSSWORD

The Observation Post is published by Hi-Desert Publishing, a private firm in no way con-
nected with the Department of Defense or the United States Marine Corps, under exclusive 
written contract with the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center. This commercial enter-
prise newspaper is an authorized publication for members of the military services. Contents 
of the Observation Post are not necessarily the official views of, or endorsed by, the United 
States government, the DOD, or the United States Marine Corps. The appearance of adver-
tising in this publication, including inserts and supplements, does not constitute endorsement 
by the DOD or Hi-Desert Publishing of the services advertised. 
Everything advertised in this publication shall be made available for purchase, use 
or patronage without regard to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, marital 
status, physical handicap, political affiliation, or any other nonmerit factor of the 
purchaser, user or patron. Editorial content is prepared by the Public Affairs Office, 
MCAGCC, Twentynine Palms, Calif. 92278. All photos, unless otherwise indicated 
are Official USMC Photos. Questions can be directed to the Public Affairs Office, 
located in building 1417, during normal working hours at 830-6213 or FAX 830-
5474. The Observation Post is made with 60 percent recycled paper.

Reprinted from the Observation Post
March 22, 1961

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance 
prohibits service members from patronizing 
the following locations. This order applies to 
all military personnel. 

Off Limit Establishments as of Oct 25, 2016
•	Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Road, 
Twentynine Palms
•	STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Road, 
Twentynine Palms
•	Puff’s Tobacco, 	 57063 29 Palms Highway, 
Yucca Valley
•	Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms 
Highway, Yucca Valley
•	NYPD Pizza, 260-262 North Palm Canyon 
Drive, Palm Springs
•	Sam’s Smoke Shop, 16520 West Main Street, 
Barstow
•	Teazer’s Bar & Grill Nightclub, 14269 
Seventh Street, Victorville
•	Angelo’s Kars, 222 & 226 S. Coast 

Highway, Oceanside
•	Denny’s Parking Lot, 692 E Street, Chula 
Vista
•	Burger King & McDonald’s, 28th Street 
(parking lots), San Diego
•	Club Mustang, 2200 University Avenue, San 
Diego
•	Club San Diego, 3955 4th Avenue, San 
Diego
•	Get It On Shoppe, San Diego
•	Main Street Motel, 3494 Main Street, San 
Diego
•	Trolley Stations, Palomar Street & San 
Ysidro, San Diego
•	Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar Street, San 
Diego
•	Dream Crystal,  1536 Highland Avenue, 
National City
•	Sports Auto Sales, 1111 National City 
Boulevard, National City

First HAWK fired here this week
The 1st Light Antiaircraft 

Missile Battalion is now fir-
ing an undisclosed number of 
HAWK missiles here for the 
first time during a Field Firing 
Exercise this week. 

This is the third time that 
an antiaircraft missile has been 

fired at this Artillery and Missile 
Base. Last September and again 
in February the 1st Medium 
Antiaircraft Missile battalion 
fired the Terrier missile here. 

The 17-foot-long Hawk 
is designed specifically as a 
defense against low- flying, 

supersonic aircraft. It is pow-
ered with a solid fuel propellant 
and is equipped with a homing 
device guidance system capable 
of seeking and destroying tar-
gets flying from tree-top level to 
above 38,000 feet.

Under the command of 

Lieutenant Colonel H. E. L. 
Zastrow the HAWK Battalion 
departed or the firing sites last 
Thursday and Friday. Prior to 
the shooting of the missiles the 
four firing batteries will make 
numerous “dry runs” on jet air-
craft from the Marine Corps Air  

Station, El Toro, Calif.
The Marines of the 1st Light 

antiaircraft Missile Battalion 
have undergone HAWK mis-
sile training at Fort Bliss, Texas. 
Before completion of the train-
ing there, they fired sixteen of 
the missiles.

Across 
1. Ices 
5. Hideous 
9. Trick taker, often 
12. Chimney channel 
13. Coastal flier 
15. Synonym for mortuary 
17. Be in session 
18. Follow 
19. “___ lost!” 
20. Battery contents 
22. Sheets and blankets 
28. Pool contents? 
30. Fodder holder 
31. Arid 
32. A crude tartar 
33. Breed 
35. Convened 
36. A farm with all its buildings 
40. Aluminum coin of Burma 
43. Grimace 
44. Contraction or pain in a 
muscle 
48. Bang-up (hyphenated) 
50. Arm bone 
52. Coach 
53. Various types of scarabs 
56. Coal site 

57. “... ___ he drove out of 
sight” 
58. 100 qintars 
60. Bit of a draft 
61. The state of having an abun-
dance 
66. Laugh in a restrained way 
67. Egg 
68. Infomercials, e.g. 
69. See stars, maybe 
70. Flower fanciers 
 
Down 
1. Cop 
2. Something with ornamental 
grooves 
3. Good times 
4. Lentil, e.g. 
5. Conventions 
6. Come together 
7. Drink from a dish 
8. Assent 
9. Shoelace tips 
10. Attire 
11. Always, in verse 
14. Cornstarch brand 
16. Burgle 
17. “Roots,” e.g. 
21. Like Beethoven 

23. Disagree with 
24. Coagulate 
25. Elders’ teachings 
26. Victorian, for one 
27. Undertake, with “out” 
29. Brickbat 
34. Boor’s lack 
37. A dissolute man 
38. Stubborn beast 
39. Percussion instrument 
40. Crash site? 
41. “___ rang?” 
42. Segmented worm of a spe-
cific phylum 
45. Under debate 
46. Theory that reality consists 
of a single element 
47. Get ready, for short 
49. Marsh birds 
51. Refer 
54. Bowed 
55. Moray, e.g. 
59. Door feature 
61. “Harper Valley ___” 
62. Two-year old doe 
63. Bank offering, for short 
64. Casbah headgear 
65. “The Three Faces of ___”



>I am the third of four boys. Growing 
up, we moved around different places in 
Virginia but Prince George is where I spent 
my formative years. 
>We were very close growing up. We 
were homeschooled K through 12 so it was 
just us four boys, going out in the woods, 
shooting BB guns, setting up target ranges 
and blazing trails. I remember connecting 
those old radio shack walkie talkies and 
sticking metal clothes hangers on them to 
see what kind of communication you could 
hear from other places. We did a lot of stuff 
together. 
>We didn’t participate in organized 
sports as a family however, any chance 
we could get to go outside and play bas-
ketball, football, even baseball to a limited 
extent, we were outside doing something. 
So we were very active kids even though we 
weren’t training. 
>We were involved in Boy Scouts as 
well. My brother and I always wanted to 
play football against other Boy Scout troops 
and we had our own little play that we 
would run, that would always confuse the 
heck out of the defense. We even designed 
camping trips around the ability to play 
snow football.
>Another one of my pastimes was 
reading. I’ve been reading since I was four 
years old. I enjoyed video games too, but 
whenever we made a library run, Madden 
paled in comparison to what I had in my 
hands. I had a college level reading ability 
when I was 8 because I read anything I could 
get my hands on. I like to learn, that’s why I 
enjoy reading because it keeps me informed.
>Our parents decided to home 
school us in part due to religious reasons 
and also to try to give us the best education 
they could. They felt that they could take 
care of us better and that we could learn 
better at home.
>My family and I were very involved 
in the church. Growing up in the church 
has influenced every decision I’ve made 
because understanding that Christ is my 
sole purpose, motivates and drives me to 
do things in a different way; to live out my 
faith as a Marine, a husband and a person. It 
influences absolutely every aspect in my life.
>I have a very non-traditional edu-
cational path. I graduated high school at 
16 and then I went to community college. 
I went to community college for a couple 
of years got my associates degree but then 
I did my bachelor’s degree online. The first 
time I actually really had a traditional edu-
cational experience was when I went to law 
school at [Pennsylvania State University]. 
>During the time I was in commu-

nity college is when I also joined the 
Marine Corps. I ended up having an extra 
semester added on because I joined the 
Corps in the middle, as a reservist, and then 
went back to college.
>I don’t come from a military back-
ground at all. I am the first Marine in my 
family. I was always a bit interested in 
military service however, my branches of 
choice were Army, Airforce, not the Navy 
and definitely not the Marines. 
>I was working at Dunkin Donuts 
while I was in school and one day a 
recruiter came in. He saw a military aged 
male in reasonably good shape and he 
started talking to me. I didn’t really commit 
to anything then, but that night I felt God’s 
peace saying, “you’re going to join the 
Marine Corps.” I knew I was going to join 
that night but it took several months before 
I followed through with the process. 
>When I told my parents I wanted to 
join, my dad was hesitant but my mom was 
fairly supportive. I was 17 when I joined 
so both of them had to sign on the dotted 
line and they’ve been really proud Marine 
parents ever since.
>My little brother was also a Marine. 
He was the one we all thought would end 
up in the military because ever since he was 
young, he wanted to play with GI Joes and 
Army Men and that sort of thing. Whether 
he would’ve joined the Army or Marines, 
who knows, but I think me joining the 
Marines and him seeing that’s the best of 
the best absolutely motivated him to join 
the Corps and go infantry. 
>It feels good to know that I was an 
influencing factor in my brother’s decision 
to join. He enjoyed his time but he’s ready 
to do something different now. It’s kind 
of cool to set a good enough example 
of being a Marine to where your brother 

thinks he can do it too.
>Music was a very big thing for 
our family, all of us played an instrument 
at some point. In our family we all had to 
learn to play piano and then we all played a 
string instrument. My other three brothers 
played the violin and I played the cello 
because I wanted to be different. I have 
another brother who played trumpet and I 
played clarinet but the other brothers didn’t 
pick up anything else. 
>Piano is probably my favorite 
instrument because that’s the one I’m 
best at. Through the years I’ve also picked 
up a smattering of other instruments. I’ve 
had the opportunity to play for memorial 
services and it makes a huge difference to 
folks to hear some of the favorite hymns 
and songs of their loved one played. 
>I got a chance to play at a memo-
rial service for a Marine who was killed 
at The Basic School and his family was 
desperate to have somebody to come in 
and play a little bit of music. The fact that 
I was able to play for what was really a 
packed memorial service of folks was very 
much appreciated by the family and by the 
commanding officer and that makes me 
feel good. 
>Music brings people a lot of com-
fort, it can address moods, bring back a lot 
of memories. If you can play it well then it 
makes a difference in people’s lives.
>My wife and I lead worship together 
at the Protestant Chapel traditional service, 
and from time to time I am called upon to 
lend my vocal skills and I enjoy doing that. 
I refer to myself as a choir singer. I much 
rather sing in a group, but if need be I’ll 

sing solos. 
>I’ve been in the Corps for 10 years 
come May. I think I’ll get to 20, in what 
capacity I don’t know, but I think I’ll get 
to 20.
>When I went active duty, I did so as 
an officer. Once I joined the Marine Corps 
enlisted, I thought there’s no other branch 
that I’d want to be an officer in or else I’d 
feel like I chickened out. 
>I kind of always wanted to be an 
officer, but I didn’t have a degree when 
I enlisted. I’ve wanted to be an attorney 
since I was young and when I found out 
the Marine Corps had a judge advocate 
program, it didn’t take much convincing to 
sell me on that.
>I’m currently serving as the Aide-
de-Camp for the Commanding General. 
My [officer-in-charge] told me about the 
positon and encouraged me to submit my 
name. I did, not thinking I would get it. 
Then I interviewed with the Chief Of Staff 
and he made a recommendation to the 
previous commanding general and I was 
hired to be [Brig. Gen. William F. Mullen 
III’s] aide. 
>It’s been a great experience. I’m getting 
to do a lot more than I ever thought possi-
ble. I love traveling so I get to do a fair bit 
of that and this position is a challenge in 
other ways. There are parts of me that miss 
lawyering right now, but I’m also getting to 
see a much broader spectrum of the Marine 
Corps than I would have, or had seen, up 
until this point.
>My favorite thing about being a 
Marine is the challenge. I like that there’s 
a challenge to becoming a Marine, officer 
or enlisted, and there continue to be chal-
lenges as you move throughout your career 
to do different things. 
>I didn’t know that I could grad-
uate recruit training, but I went for the 
challenge. I didn’t know I could graduate 
[Officer Candidate School], but I went for 
the challenge. I went through The Basic 
School and that was also a challenge. All 
throughout my career I’ve been faced with 
challenging things and the Marine Corps 
has a great way of pulling stuff out of you 
that you never knew was possible.
>Something that will always stick 
with me is the importance of mission 
accomplishment in any task that you take. 
Seeing it through to the end and not being 
a quitter. In life and the Marine Corps, get-
ting the job done matters.

Prince George, Va.Jason

Samuel graduated 
high school when 
he was 16 years old 
and has served in the 
Marine Corps for 
nearly a decade. In 
his free time, Samuel 
gives back to the 
church through music.

Aide-De-Camp, Marine Air Ground Task Force Training Command

WHAT I’VE LEARNED
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SAMUEL

Interviewed and photographed by Cpl. Medina Ayala-Lo

*APR=Annual Percentage Rate. Rate and term based on credit worthiness of borrower and income verification. 
Rates, terms, and conditions may vary depending on the loan to value and age of the vehicle. Other restrictions may 
apply. First payment will be due within 90 days after date of funding. Interest will accrue from the date funds are 
disbursed. Rate subject to change without notice. 1.47% APR available for a 60-month term on auto model years 
2014 or newer. Sample payment: at 1.47% for 60–months, payment will be $17.31 per $1,000.00 financed.

55100 Martinez Trail • Yucca Valley   www.hawkslandinggolf.com760-365-0033

4pm - 6pm

BEER
DOMESTIC OR IMPORT $300Excludes 

Tap

WINE & WELL $400

APPETIZER 
PLATES

$400

Good for two

$400MARGARITAS

LIVE Music 
on  FRIDAYS 

QUALIFYING EVENT

ALL MILITARY
FIREFIGHTERS & LAW ENFORCEMENT

Play 12 or 18
all day for

$2500 Includes
Cart

(Changed from Sundays)

 Appreciation Day
Every  Saturday

CAN YOU COMPETE WITH THE BIG BOYS?
 AMATEURS WELCOME!

9 a.m. - 4 p.m.     FRI - SAT      March 24-25, 2017

Unlimited Golf
MEMBERSHIPS

On Sale!15-20%
Good Thru 3/31/17

OFF

Twilight Rates

After 3pm for 
umlimited golf

$2800
— are back!

Watch the PROS CRUSH the BALL!

56913 Yucca Trail, Yucca Valley
(on the corner of Sage & Yucca Tr. next to Denny’s) 

Enrolled to Practice Before the IRS
Securities Offered Through FSC Securities Corp. 

Member FINRA, SIPC

Why struggle for hours with complicated tax forms? 
Our licensed, experienced staff can help. 

Up-to-the-minute knowledge of the latest tax laws 
means you will get the most from your tax return. 

See one of our tax experts today 
for tax filing made simple.

Call today for 
an appointment.
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Power Rangers
(Pg13)

12:00  3:00  6:00  9:00

Kong Skull Island 
(PG13)

12:00  3:00  6:00  9:00  

Logan (R)
12:00  3:00  6:00  9:00

Beauty & The Beast 
(PG)

2D 12:00  6:00  9:00 
3D  3:00

Cinema 6

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

Showtimes Effective
3/24/17 - 3/30/17

Sunday Doors open at 3pm with early 
session games starting at 4:30pm

Sportsmans Club of Joshua Tree
760-366-2915 • 6225 Sunburst Ave • Joshua Tree, CA

All proceeds are donated locally to youth & community organizations

Powerball Buy-ins Available
Open to the Public 

Food and Beverages for Purchase • Non-smoking

Join us every Sunday for 
weekly bingo, with some of the 

highest payouts in the Basin!

Photos by Cpl. Connor Hancock
1st CEB gets elevated

Marines with 1st 
Combat Engineer 
Battalion ski down-
hill after detonating 
explosives at Lev-
itt Training Area 
aboard Marine 
Corps Mountain 
Warfare Training 
Center, Bridgeport, 
Calif., March 15. 
The engineers 
climbed a 10,000 
ft. peak to deto-
nate an avalanche.

Cpl. Rodrigo Reyes, squad leader, 1st Combat Engineer Battalion, stands with his company’s guidon at Levitt 
Training area during Mountain Training Exercise 2-17 aboard Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training Center, 
Bridgeport, Calif., March 15.

Marines with 1st Combat Engineer Battalion climb a 10,000 
ft. peak aboard Marine Corps Mountain Warfare Training 
Center, Bridgeport, Calif., March 15.

Cpl. Bradley Roberts and Cpl. Charlie Elia, combat engi-
neers, 1st Combat Engineer Battalion, take a break in 
their snow cave during Mountain Training Exercise 2-17 
near Levitt Training Area aboard Marine Corps Mountain 
Warfare Training Center, Bridgeport, Calif., March 15.
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LANCE CPL.  
KEELY DYER

There is no greater 
story teller than a veter-
an of war. However, it is 
often difficult for them to 
articulate the things they 
had seen in a way that 
the average civilian might 
understand. Sometimes the 
story gets lost in the details. 
Sometimes the humor or 
significance of a certain 
situation is lost on the lis-
tener. The term “you just 
had to be there” is far too 
often an understatement. 
Damaso Sutis found a 
friend to share his story. In 
fact, he found two.

Retired Gunnery 
Sergeant Damaso Sutis 
began his day board-
ing a bus heading to 
Camp Pendleton for the 
72nd Battle of Iwo Jima 
Commemoration Tour. 
The tour made stops 
at the Santa Margarita 
Ranch House and the 
Mechanized Museum that 
houses military vehicles 
past and present. 

It was here that Sutis 
met a Camp Pendleton fire 
captain that happened to 
be assisting with the tour. 
Jonathan Charfauros was 
there at the Mechanized 
Museum to assist with any 
of the veteran’s potential 
health issues. These veter-
ans, although battle hard-
ened and war seasoned, are 
pushing 90 years old.

And those are the 
“young ones.”

Charfauros, standing in 
the musty-old warehouse 
amongst old tank-like vehi-
cles and trucks and newer 
up-armored humvees and 
light attack vehicles was 
approached by Sutis. Sutis, 

proudly wearing his black 
Iwo Jima Survivor baseball 
hat and a red silk jacket 
with multiple military unit 
patches, asked Charfauros 
where he was from.

“I walked up to this 
young man in the blue uni-
form and I asked if he was 
Guamain, that was my first 
battle, Guam,” said Sutis. 

The Battle of Guam 
was part of the Pacific 
Campaign to regain 
Japanese-held strong-
holds in the Mariana 
Islands. More than 7,000 
Americans were wounded, 
3,000 killed in action. 

Meeting a hero brings 
out a certain feeling that 
cannot be replicated. 
Charfauros smile was 
infectious; from ear to 
ear. There were briefs and 
explanations from tour 
guides around them. There 
were other veterans shuf-
fling around the old vehi-
cles. But Charfauros and 
Sutis did not leave each 
other’s side. Both gentle-
men were engaged to tell 
their story.

Charfauros shook Sutis’ 
hand and thanked him for 
his service and sacrifice. 
He began to tell the veter-
an about his family’s story, 
and how he wouldn’t be 
here had it not been for 
the 3rd Marine Division 
liberating Guam. 

“When I was young, 
I noticed my grandfather 
had these scars on his back 
that he would never tell 
us kids where they came 
from,” Charfauros said. 
“After he passed away I 
asked my father, and he 
finally told us what hap-
pened. He said when the 
Japanese occupied Guam, 

they would use the locals 
to build their fighting posi-
tions and basically do any 
other labor they needed. 
Afterwards the Japanese 
would lock them in bam-
boo cages, stab them and 
leave them to die. Had 
the Naval Corpsman not 
saved him, I wouldn’t be 
here today.”

Sutis told Charfauros all 
of his war stories from his 
time in Guam. Sutis then 
gave Charfauros one of his 
challenge coins. 

The challenge coin in 
itself is a unique military 
memento. In the past, ser-
vice members would carry 
a challenge coin given to 
them by someone of high-
er rank or authority. If a 
service member was in a 
bar and had a challenge 
coin from their sergeant 
major, another service 
member could put their 
commanding officer’s 
challenge coin down and 
the lesser of the coins buys 
the other a drink.

Charfauros was given a 
challenge coin by a Marine 
veteran. 

That Marine veteran 
was retired Gunnery Sgt. 
Sutis who fought in World 
War II and is also a Battle 
of Iwo Jima survivor.

Charfauros was proud 
to receive this honor. He 
knew the implications 
of what that coin really 
meant. Marines just don’t 
give out these coins whim-
sically. And the old-timers 
definitely don’t.

As Sutis and Charfauros 
were sharing their moment, 
another veteran came by 
and caught their attention. 

Gene Bell was also at the 
Battle of Guam as a young 

corporal. Bell’s career as a 
Marine and a police officer 
has taken him many miles 
away from the Battle of 
Guam. Bell thought that 
he was one of the few, and 
possibly the only, Marine 
veteran on the tour who 
was at the Battle of Guam. 
Service members that were 
in during World War II 
and part of the Battle of 
Guam are known as the 
Liberators.

It was then that Bell 
had found another veter-
an, who was at the same 
battles. He found another 
Liberator. However, they 
were not only on the island 
together, they even went 
on the same ship.

“Come to find out, we 
both went overseas on the 
same tramp steamer,” Sutis 
said. 

“Oh, that was a terrible 
thing!” Bell said.

“Terrible thing, abso-
lutely,” Sutis said.

“He’s the only other 
guy I’ve met that was on 
the same 28th replace-
ment draft going overseas 
the first time we went to 
Guam,” said Bell.

Although the Battle of 
Guam was a site of heavy 
loss, the men were able to 
recall the good times they 

had during their deploy-
ments and the fulfillment it 
brought them.

Bell was eager to tell 
Sutis about his stories and 
Sutis the same. They began 
to trade each other coins 
and lapel pins. Inside this 
warehouse, two war veter-
ans found a sanctuary to 
tell their stories that oth-
erwise will be forgotten 
when they pass. These sto-
ries included getting drunk 
on coconut milk and old 
buddies that did not make 
it back and how one of the 
biggest and deadliest bat-
tles in our Nation’s history 
is experience by a 17 year 
old kid.

Bell explained how their 
company clerk died and his 

platoon was asked if any-
one could type. Bell took 
three years in high school 
and that was enough for 
him to be the new clerk. A 
story that someone would 
pass off as a minor detail, 
but it made both laugh. For 
a moment, both veterans 
weren’t in their 90s with 
their secrets. They were 17 
again sharing their stories.

The reminiscing was 
cut short as everyone was 
rounded up for group pho-
tos. But for a few precious 
moments, reminiscing 
about their time as Battle 
of Guam liberators and 
Iwo Jima survivors, made 
them happy.

Happy to tell their 
stories.

Save a life,  
find a friend

GUNNERY SGT. LEO SALINAS

Damaso Sutis and Gene E. Bell reminisce about their experiences during World War II. 
Camp Pendleton hosted a tour for Iwo Jima veterans, commemorating the 72nd anniver-
sary of the Battle of Iwo Jima.

LANCE CPL. KEELY DYER

Damaso Sutis and Gene E. Bell reminisce about their expe-
riences during World War II.
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Custom Homes • Room 
Additions

Remodeling • Home Repairs
(760) 219-3622 Benny Kraemer

License No. 
790018

General Contractor

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING 

CONSTRUCTION/ELECTRICAL

CONSTRUCTION/STUCCO

APPLIANCE REPAIR

CLEANING SERVICES

LANDSCAPING 

ALTERNATORS & STARTERS

SERVICE DIRECTORY RATES
Our Service Directory is publishes weekly in the 
Hi-Desert Star Thursday & Saturday, The Desert 
Trail Thursday & Observation Post on Friday. 
Purchase 13 Weeks or more & we’ll include a 
FREE line ad listing under Services #435 in the 
classifieds section as an added bonus for your 
business.

6 Weeks 13 Weeks
Single  $47     Single  $43
Double $70     Double $64

26 Weeks 52 weeks
Single  $39     Single $35
Double $56     Double $53

All Prices are Per Week Rates
Call our office for more info.

(760)365-3315 or
(760)367-3577

BOBCAT SERVICES

GARAGE DOOR SERVICES

HAULING

TILE

FIREWOOD

HAULINGCONCRETE/MASONRY

HOME MAINTENANCE

 SERVICE DIRECTORY
HANDYMANAIR CONDITIONING & HEATING FIREWOODCONCRETE/MASONRY

WHEN IN DOUBT, CALL A 
PROFESSIONAL!

AS THE SPRING APPROACHES, CALLAS THE SPRING APPROACHES, CALL
ONE OF THESE PROFESSIONALS TO ONE OF THESE PROFESSIONALS TO 

ENSURE THAT YOUR HOME IS READYENSURE THAT YOUR HOME IS READY
FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR.FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR.
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MCBH change of commandMCBH change of command

U.S. Marine Corps Col. Brian P.
Annichiarico (right) passes the
Marine Corps Base Hawaii unit col-
ors to Col. Eric E. Schaefer (left)
symbolizing the passing of com-
mand during the MCBH change of
command ceremony at hangar 101
aboard MCAS Kaneohe Bay,
Wednesday. 

Photo by: Lance Cpl. Aaron S. Patterson][
Cinema 6

Showtimes Effective
8/15/14 - 8/21/14

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

1 (760) 365-9633
www.cinema6theatre .com

Expendables 3
(PG13)

1:30 6:00 9:00
Teenage Mutant 

Ninja Turtles
(PG13)

2D  1:30  6:30  9:00
3D  4:00

Into The Storm (PG13)
1:30  4:00  6:30  9:00

Guardians Of The Galaxy
(PG13)

2D  1:30  6:00
3D  9:00

SPECIAL
PRICING

EVERY USED 
CAR MUST GO.

3919 E. Palm Canyon Dr. | Palm Springs, CA 92264 | V.I.P. Motor Cars, Ltd. in business since 1972 | East Palm Canyon at Cherokee

East Palm Canyon at Gene Autry Trail
PalmSpringsHyundai.com

(866) 706-3333

SALE AT PALM SPRINGS HYUNDAIUSED CAR

100s
IN STOCK!

WEEKEND SALE & 
BBQ EVENT

R
E

D
 TA

G
G

E
D

 TO
 M

O
V

E
!

Unbelievable savings 
on quality preowned cars.

2017 Yuma Airshow

Trust us with your ride.

760-365-9410

In Business for 37 Years

56132 29 Palms Hwy.     Yucca Valley, CA 92284

Been in a crash? You already feel upset…
 Did you know you can take your vehicle to any repair shop you want? 

We hear stories everyday of people being told they need to go to a repair 
shop because they are on a “Preferred “ list. You don’t have to listen! 

Do what’s convenient for you! 
Yucca Auto Body stands behind their work and has been here for 37 years! 

Not only is it convenient…it helps our community by keeping tax dollars here!

Don’t Let Insurance Companies 
Push You Around! 

If You Need Collision Repair… 
Choose Yucca Auto Body, 

The Local Alternative

LANCE CPL. GEORGE MELENDEZ

The Patriots Jet Team performs aerial acrobatics as pyrotechnics provided by the Tora Bomb Squad of the Commemorative Air Force explode, forming 
a “Wall Of Fire” during the 2017 Yuma Airshow at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz., Saturday.

LANCE CPL. JOEL SORIANO

Guests of the 2017 Yuma Airshow 
stand with their hands over their 
hearts during the playing of the 
National Anthem.

LANCE CPL. ISAAC MARTINEZ

The MV-22B Osprey takes a bow during its 
performance at the 2017 Yuma Airshow at 
Marine Corps Air Station, Ariz., Saturday.

LANCE CPL. CHRISTIAN OLIVER CACH

L-39 Albatros aircraft attached to the Patriots Jet Team perform aerial acrobatics during 
the 2017 Yuma Airshow at Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz., Saturday.

LANCE CPL. CHRISTIAN OLIVER CACH

A L-39 Albatros attached to the Patriots 
Jet Team performs aerial acrobatics 
during the 2017 Yuma Airshow.



	 March 24, 2017	 Since  1957	 Vol. 61  B

STORY AND PHOTOS BY  
LANCE CPL. NATALIA CUEVAS

Combat Center Marines 
and community members dis-
played their vehicles during 
the 17th annual Car Show 
& Street Fair in Twentynine 
Palms, Calif., Saturday.

The Twentynine Palms 
Chamber of Commerce host-
ed the show, consisting of 
vendors, music, food, a soap-
box derby and hot air balloon 
rides.

Marines with 3rd Light 
Armored Reconnaissance 
Battalion, 3rd Battalion, 11th 
Marine Regiment, and Marine 
Corps Communication-
Electronics School set up stat-
ic displays of different military 
vehicles for street fair attend-
ees to board. Marines also 
answered questions on what 
the used the vehicles for and 
how to operate them.

“The base is part of the 
city, and the city is part of the 

base,” said Gunnery Sgt. Adam 
Creel, vehicle commander, 
3/11. “To the civilians this is 
magic; to the Marines work-
ing with these vehicles it is 
normal. It shows appreciation 
when people come up and ask 
us what we do.”

Retired military personnel, 
civilians and Combat Center 
patrons also brought a wide 
variety of antique vehicles to 
display to other car enthusi-
asts. For Marines aboard the 
installation, it was an opportu-
nity to enjoy an afternoon with 
the community.

“It’s essential for us to get 
along with the community, 
especially the one we oper-
ate and live in,” said Cpl. 
Johnothan Dowden, 3/11. 
“It’s important to let them 
know who we are and what 
we can do to help them in the 
community.”

Combat Center Marines volunteer  
at annual car show

Retired Army Vietnam veteran Mike Hammer shows off his Puller Slingshot car painted as the American flag car during the 17th annual Car Show & Street Fair in Twentynine 
Palms, Calif., March 18, 2017. The Twentynine Palms Chamber of Commerce hosted the event to bring the community together.

Marines with 3rd Bat-
talion, 11th Marine 
Regiment, explain the 
mechanics of a Light 
Armored Vehicle to 
a Twentynine Palms 
resident during the 
17th annual Car Show 
& Street Fair in Twen-
tynine Palms, Calif., 
Saturday.

Marines with 3rd Battalion, 11th Marine Regiment, explain the mechanics of a Light Armored 
Vehicle to a Twentynine Palms resident during the 17th annual Car Show & Street Fair in Twen-
tynine Palms, Calif., Saturday.

Marines with 3rd Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion explain the 
mechanics of a Light Armored Vehicle to the community during the 17th 
annual Car Show & Street Fair in Twentynine Palms, Calif., Saturday.

Community members look inside an antique car during the 17th annual Car Show & Street Fair in 
Twentynine Palms, Calif., Saturday.
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Sunset Cinema

SERVICE 
DIRECTORY

ROOFINGPLUMBING

LANDSCAPING 

ROOFING

It pays to Advertise
760.365.3315

PAINTING

LANDSCAPING 

Call these 
Experts 
Today!

$46,922 per year
8 hours per day, 12 months per year

: Journeyman level roofing exp installation & repair; 
substantial bldg. maint exp; High School Diploma or equivalent. 

3 hrs per day, 10 mo per year
 - $15.07 per hour

- $14.36 per hour

  Ability to assist in teaching reading, writing and 
math;  in a supervisory capacity, 
(volunteer work with children counts toward the requirement); High 
School Diploma or equivalent required.

Passing score must be achieved on a written exam.

Applications may be downloaded from www.morongo.k12.ca.us or 
obtained by calling 367-9191 ext 4225, and must be returned to Human 
Resources, Morongo Unified School District, 5715 Utah Trail, 29 Palms, 
CA  92277 on or before: 

The  is recruiting for the
following part-time, non-benefitted position:  

  Under general 
direction, performs a variety of duties involved in maintaining the 
Animal Shelter areas in a clean and sanitary condition; care for, 
feed and exercise impounded animals; provide customer service in 
the shelter during afternoon office hours; assist in placement or 
disposal of animals; and assist w/euthanizing animals when 
necessary.  H.S. diploma or equivalent w/1 year 
experience in care and handling of animals or equivalent related 
field required. This position requires availability on the weekends 
and holidays.  

All positions require the successful candidates to pass a post offer 
criminal background screening, tuberculosis and drug screening; 
and possess a Class C California driver’s license with a satisfactory 
driving record.  

Applications available at Town Hall/Yucca Valley or visit the website 
at www.yucca-valley.org for application, job announcement and job 
description.

MOJAVEWIFI.COM, the leading local ISP for the Morongo Basin and 
surrounding areas, in both wireless and satellite internet communications, is 
requesting great candidates for positions as Satellite Television System and 
Internet System Installers and Salespersons.

We prefer applicants with Dish TV, Dish Internet, DirectTV, Exceed, and 
Hughes installation experience. Sale-person candidates would be best 
appreciated who have relevant product knowledge and an inside sales track 
record of exceptional performance. 
Please send resume to employment@mojavewifi.com.
PLEASE, NO PHONE CALLS. PLEASE, DO NOT VISIT OUR OFFICE IN PERSON.

PLEASE ONLY CONTACT US AT EMPLOYMENT@MOJAVEWIFI.COM. 
E.O.E

The Basin Wide Foundation is accepting applications from qualified 
individuals to fill a part-time (16-20 hours/week), non-benefitted position 
that provides professional administrative assistance to the Board of 
Directors. The successful candidate will have a verifiable background of 
strong written and verbal communication skills, computer competency, 
office and budget management, and event planning.
To apply, submit a resume with cover letter and at least three professional 
references to:        

         POSITION OPEN UNTIL FILLED.

Office Manager / 
Administrative Assistant

HELP WANTED

300 HELP WANTED

300 HELP WANTED

300 HELP WANTED

300 HELP WANTED

300 HELP WANTED

300

The Desert Trail
6396 Adobe Road, 29 Palms, CA 92277

(760) 367-3577

Hi-Desert Star
56445 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley, CA 92284

(760) 365-3315

www.hidesertstar.com • www.deserttrail.com

Need Cash?

  Sell Stuff!
Don’t let it sit in the garage  collecting dust. 

SELL IT!
Advertise your items in 

print & online in our classifieds.
Reaching the entire  Morongo Basin!

1999 Yamaha motor-
cycle, model RC class 
AC $2,000 (760) 365-
4748

TREASURE HUNT

705

Free horse manure 
760-228-9152

student guitar $40 
(760) 364-2010

12V Wet/Dry Vacuum 
$30. 364-2010

antique bed frame 
$145 (760) 228-0030

Free bags: Quilting 
Cloth 760-401-2013

HD TV & stand $100. 
760-365-4748

student pine desk $40 
(760) 364-4180

canning jars w/lids $20 
760-808-2231 20/1Qt

CYCLES

630 TREASURE HUNT

705

The Drug Education 
For Youth organization is 
seeking participants and 
volunteers.

DEFY is a one-year 
program consisting of 
two-phases (mentoring 
and leadership camp). It 
focuses on team-building, 
age appropriate goal-set-
ting, good character 
building and life resilien-
cy skills for children ages 
9-12.

Mentoring Phase will 
run during the school 
year starting in September 
2017 to June 2018. 
Events are built around 
a curriculum module and 
are structured to provide 
reinforcement of skills 
and techniques taught 
during this phase. Snacks 
and refreshments will be 
provided to participants.

Leadership Camp is a 
six-day residential train-

ing camp in July struc-
tured to provide quality 
training while still permit-
ting a fun environment 
and memorable expe-
rience for participants. 
Transportation, berthing 
and meals are provided.

We are looking for kids 
ages 9-12 to be youth par-
ticipants and teens ages 
13-17 to serve as Junior 
Staff Mentors (JSM). 
Active Duty and family 

members ages 18 and up 
are welcome to volunteer 
as Staff Mentors.

If you are interested in 
signing your kids up or 
volunteering as a men-
tor, please contact LT 
Maureena Sosa at mauree-
na.b.sosa.mil@mail.mil

or call 760-830-2417. 
Application deadline for 
Staff Mentors is April 28. 
Youth and JSM application 
deadline is May 26.

Youth drug use prevention organizations 
looking for participants and volunteers

Friday, March 24

6:00 p.m. – The Space Between Us, PG-13

9:00 p.m. – The Great Wall, PG-13

11:30 p.m. – Get Out,R

Saturday, March 25

11:00 a.m. – The LEGO Batman Movie, PG

1:30 p.m. – The Great Wall (3-D), PG-13

4:00 p.m. – Rock Dog, PG

6:00 p.m. – Rings, PG-13

8:30 p.m. – John Wick: Chapter 2, R

11:30 p.m. – Fist Fight, R

Sunday, March 26

12:30 p.m. – Rock Dog, PG-13

2:30 p.m. – Fist Fight, R

5:00 p.m. – The Great Wall, PG-13

7:30 p.m. – Get Out, R

Monday, March 27

6:30 p.m. – The Great Wall, PG-13

Tuesday, March 28

6:30 p.m. – Get Out, R

Wednesday, March 29

5:00 p.m. – Rock Dog, PG

7:00 p.m. – John Rock: Chapter 2, R

Thursday, March 30

5:00 – The Space Between Us, PG-13

7:30 – Rings, PG-13

Friday, March 31

5:30 p.m. – The Lego Batman Movie (3-D), PG

8:00 p.m. – Get Out, R

10:30 p.m. – Logan, R

Keep up with the  
29 Palms Combat Center  

on Twitter follow  
@thecombatcenter for 

updates, photos & more
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HOMES FOR SALE

110

29 Palms

Open House - Sat & 
Sun. 1-4pm. Short 
Sale. Desert Vista. 
29P. 3/2 home $145K. 
71509 Sun Valley. Ero-
ca 310-860-1031 Bkr

LOTS & ACREAGE

120

LAND FOR SALE
VISIT

www.basinwide
foundation.com

Great location for rec-
reation! 5 Acres. Va-
cant Land. EZ access 
far enough away for 
fun. Johnson Valley, 
California APN 0454-
331-10-0-000. $8500, 
owner will carry. Call 
the Basin Wide Foun-
dation @ 760-365-
7219

MOBILE HOME SALES

125

Yucca ValleY

ENJOY
BEAUTIFUL

VIEWS
Single Wide 

1bdrm/1bath Spa-
cious living room 

& bdrm, laundry & 
storage rooms,

$5000 obo.
(760) 365-5571

NEW PRICE!!!
Spacious 3bd/2ba, 
New kitchen cabi-
nets and counters, 
carpet floors, fresh 
paint inside and out. 
Nice deck & yard 
area. Park ameni-
ties included. Pool 
& Laundry. $42,500 
obo (760) 365-5571 
or (760) 288-1091 
Owner will carry 
with 20% down

NEW PRICE!!!
Spacious 3bd/2ba, 
New kitchen cabi-
nets and counters, 
carpet floors, fresh 
paint inside and out. 
Nice deck & yard 
area. Park ameni-
ties included. Pool 
& Laundry. $42,500 
obo (760) 365-5571 
or (760) 288-1091 
Owner will carry 
with 20% down

Furnished 2bd 1ba, 
spacious, clean & 
bright. In 55+ MHP w 
pool. Near park n ride. 
Lot rent $425. $8,000. 
Call 760-660-3221.

APT. & DUPLEXES

200

29 Palms

Spacious 1 bd, 1ba in 
town enclosed yard, 
water & trash paid, 
$495. (949) 637-1128

Joshua Tree

2 bdrm $560 Ready 
to Move In! Near Sun-
burst Park. ss/ssi ok, 
deposit negotiable 
760-774-5369
Furn. Rm utils incl. ca-
ble, kitchen. Short/long 
term $450mo. Call 
760-221-6551

Quail Spring Apts.
Ask about our MOVE-
IN SPECIALS!!! 
2bd/2ba, single story, 
private patios, pool, 
spa, clubhouse, small 
pet okay. apartmen-
tsinjoshuatree.com. 
Call 760-366-3388

Lrg 1bd/1ba 760-898-
6648. $525/mo. Quiet, 
fenced yard, close to 
town. Joshua Tree

Yucca ValleY

YV 1ba/1ba, fenced 
yard, wood floors. 
$575 mo + sec. trash 
pd. Call 480-276-4176

29 Palms

Yucca ValleY

ROOMS FOR RENT

223

Yucca ValleY

Private room w/ bath 
& refrigerator,  female 
age 55+ preferred. No 
alcohol, smoking, or 
drugs. $400/mo YV. 
760-980-9922

Private entry & bath-
room. $350/mo + 
$100 Deposit. Call 
760-820-1153

HELP WANTED

300

Woods Auto Repair 
is looking for an ex-
perienced automotive 
technician, full-time. 
Pay & benefits to be 
discussed at time of 
interview. Please ap-
ply in person at 55925 
29 Palms Hwy, Yucca 
Valley.

Front Desk Position 
at 29 Palms Hospi-
tality Business. Send 
resume to vickie@
talleyassoc.com
Local Pest Control 
office in Yucca Val-
ley currently seek-
ing a Receptionist. 

Basic computer 
skills required. This 

is a full-time, en-
try-level position. 

Must be dependable 
with a great attitude 

& superior phone 
etiquette. Please 
e-mail resume to 

dpeyucca@yahoo.
com 

Personal Assistant to 
help manage house-
hold, also construction 
& yard workers. 29 
Palms area. (760) 367-
2013

KIDS KLASSIFIED

305

Free Ads! – 
If you are between the 
ages of 12-17 and are 
looking for work after 
school, bring your ID 
to the  Hi-Desert Star 
or Desert Trail office 
and We will give you 
a free ad in this clas-
sification.

INSTRUCTIONAL

425

Classes Offered!
American Red Cross 
is offering First Aid/
CPR, CPR/AED for 
professional Rescuer 
and Health Provider, 
Babysitters Training, 
Blood borne Patho-
gens, CA Child care 
First Aid. We’re also 
offering courses for 
businesses, corpora-
tions and Health care 
clinics at your location 
and for your employ-
ees’ convenience. For 
more      information 
contact the Riverside 
Chapter @ 888-831-
0031

SERVICES

435

AIR CONDITIONING & 
HEATING Evaporative 
Cooler Service, Repair 
& Installation Metal 
Duct Fabrication.  24 
Yrs Exp. Senior Disc. 
Advanced Mechanical. 
Mike  (760) 228-2934 
Lic#880070

APPLIANCES- Blair’s 
Hi-Desert Appliance 
Repair - All Major 
Brands. Parts, Repairs 
& Sales. $49.95 Ser-
vice Call FREE w/Re-
pair. Serving Morongo 
Basin 20+ Yrs. Military 
& Senior Discounts. 
Call Wade Blair 760-
369-2504 or 774-0487

ALTERNATORS
Starters & Alterna-
tors for anything. Auto 
Electric - RV’s, Trailer 
Brakes, Interstate Bat-
teries “No Appointment 
Needed” Call 760-365-
5489

Parker Bobcat Ser-
vices. Dirt work done 
quick and easy. Call 
Steve Parker @ (760) 
401-3233. LIC#581606

CLEANING – 
Sonny’s Cleaning Ser-
vice. Family owned 
and  operated, Li-
censed & bonded. Call 
today 760-831-0075

CLEANING/MOVING- 
28 yrs experience. 
Packing/Unpacking. 
Rentals, Construc-
tion clean-ups, Real 
Estate. Maria’s Pro-
fessional Cleaning & 
Moving. Insured, 760-
333-0493 L#10986

CONCRETE – 
Driveways, patios, 
house slabs. Also car-
pentry & room addt’s. 
No job too small. Call 
Bill at Bloomfield Con-
struction (760) 365-
6724. lic#409280

CONCRETE-
Dillon Concrete. 
Grading. All phases 
of concrete. Residen-
tial & Commercial. 
Concrete stamping, 
driveways, walkways. 
Lic#911873. Call To-
day! 760-362-3196

CONSTRUCTION – 
Serving the Moron-
go Basin Since 1984. 
Goodpaster Construc-
tion (760) 228-1985 
Lic#503172

CONSTRUCTION – 
Custom homes, room 
additions, remodel-
ing and home repairs. 
Call Benny Kraemer @ 
Monument Homecraft-
ers  (760) 219-3622 
Lic#790018

CONSTRUCTION & 
ELECTRICAL- Res-
idential and Cmercl. 
Remodeling & Repairs. 
Electrical, Plumb-
ing, Painting, Stucco, 
Carpentry, Concrete, 
Flood Damage. 10% 
Senior Disc, 20+yrs. 
Exp. JLC Construc-
tion 760-774-8609 
L#856762 B-1 & C-10

C O N S T R U C T I O N 
SERVICES *See our 
ad in the Service Di-
rectory. Bobcat, Load-
er, Backhoe, Bucket... 
Gravel, Sand, Hauling, 
Land Clearing, Dump 
Service. We’ll move 
earth & water for you. 
Since 1984. Fish too! 
H2O Plus Construction 

760-366-2426
(CAstLic728422)

GARAGE DOORS 
Residential, Commer-
cial Industrial, Sales, 
Installation, repairs  20 
yrs exp. All work guar-
anteed. Precision Ga-
rage Doors & Gates, 
Inc. 760-369-4911 Lic 
# 876883

HAULING – On Time & 
Ready. Rubbish & Dis-
card Removal Cleanup 
and Haul-Away. Some 
jobs are FREE! (760) 
364-9092

HAULING- All Terrain 
Bob Cat, Dump Trail-
er for small jobs, 18 
wheeler for the Big 
Jobs. No job too big 
or small! Break & Take 
everything. Yard clean 
up. Grading, tree re-
moval, dirt, gravel, big 
rocks. Free estimates. 
760-974-7618.

HEATING/COOLING 
All makes & models, 
evap coolers, new unit 
install, FREE est. Hon-

est & reliable!  Senior 
& Military discounts! 
Diversified Heating & 
Cooling 760-365-6740 
Lic#932767

HOME REPAIR – 
Maintenance & Home 
Repairs. We do it all. 
Phil Dudra 760-228-
0842 or 818-599-6943 
Lic#702827

JANITORIAL- 
Call Mike’s Janitori-
al for carpet cleaning 
(Comm. or Res.) win-
dows, and more! Call 
(760) 367-7685

LANDSCAPING
Sod install, shade trees 
& shrubs, boulders, 
decorative gravel, ir-
rigation & cleanups. 
FREE estimates. Des-
ert Green Landscap-
ing. 760-364-3019 
(Lic# C27792196)

LANDSCAPING – 
Irrigation systems, 
tractor service, gravel, 
plants, trimmings, top-
pings, tree removal, 
clean-up & hauling. 
Weekly or monthly ser-
vice avail. Francisco @ 
Alvarez Landscaping  
(760) 366-0167

LANDSCAPING – 
Clean-up, weed re-
moval, tree trimming, 
gardening & trash 
removal. FREE esti-
mates Call Kris 760-
406-1777

LANDSCAPING - 
Residential and Com-
mercial Landscape 
maintenance, General 
cleanup, Irrigation, 
Trimming, Hauling, 
Gardening. Superior 
Landscapes Thomas 
760-401-4128 (Unli-
censed)

PAINTING - Artisan 
Painting Co,. Since 
1992 • Lic# 645469 
• Insured & Bonded. 
Also Handyman Ser-
vices • Since 1978. 
PLUMBING, FRAM-
ING & FINISH WORK, 
CLEANOUTS AND 
HAULING. “One Call 
Does It All” 760-898-
2588 or 760-369-2351

PLASTERING – 
Meeting ALL your stuc-
co needs! Re-stucco 
specialists, remodels, 
service, stucco repair 
& new construction. 36 
yrs exp. Insured. A&D 
Lathing & Plastering, 
Call 760-366-8908 
Lic#870567

PLUMBING – 
Mike the Plumber. 
From leaky faucets to 
major repairs. Military 
& Senior Discounts! 
Lic.#920049. Call Day 
or Night 760-219- 
MIKE (6453) Leak, 
Video sewer inspec-
tion, septic tank elec-
tronic locating.

PRINTING- Copies, 
color copies, calen-
dars, business print-
ing. Self service cop-
ies or professionally 
prepared for you by 
your friends at Valley 
Independent Printing 
& Copy     Center. Call 
VIP today @ 760-365-
6967

ROOFING – 
“We are on top of 
your roof” Free Esti-
mates Johnson Roof-
ing 760-361-2069 or 
cell 760-835-9132 
Lic#9910927 All Major 
Credit Cards accepted.

ROOFING- T Carson 
Roofing: “We cover 
your roof” Since 1937 
Licensed & Insured Lic 
#845428 Yucca Valley 
# 760-365-3510 or 29 
Palms # 760-362-1229

ROOFING - Repairs, 
Leaks, Re-roof, New 

Construction, All work 
Guaranteed, Free Es-
timates, References 
Available Senior Dis-
counts, LIC #1002099 
“Give Us A Try, We’ll 
Keep You Dry” J & J 
Roofing Co. 760-718-
8072

WINDOWS – 
Call Hunters Mobile 
Screening 760-953-
9704 Window/Screen 
repairs & replacement, 
shower doors, patio 
covers, keyless entry 
systems, glass doors, 
roller repair, Ceiling 
fans, light fixtures, se-
curity, Sun screens. 
Free estimates.

APPLIANCES

500

Whirlpool refrigerator. 
brand new, energy ef-
ficient. $400. 760-365-
4748

FURNITURE

530

Chairs, tables, lamps, 
odds & ends, queen 
sleigh bed, 2 dress-
ers, household. 61878 
Petunia Drive, Josh-
ua Tree. Thurs. - Sat. 
8-11am.

HEAVY EQUIPMENT

535

Tractor for sale- Ford 
9N. Good rubber all 
the way around. Many 
new parts. Box blade 
included. Asking 
$2,200 (760) 567-6961

LOST & FOUND

545

LOST DOG: 7 year old, 
Black & white, Shih 
Tzu, Male, wearing 
bright red collar & tag 
with contact info. An-
swers to Gizmo. Very 
friendly. Elderly wom-
an’s only pet. She’s 
heartbroken without 
him. Went missing 
9am, Monday, March 
13th. Morongo Valley 
off Rawson & Oscar. 
Please call with any 
info. 760-363-6769 
Ask for Patty

LOST 6 mo old, short 
hair, grey & white fe-
male kitten. In Western 
Hills area YV. Family 
heartbroken. If found 
please call Mike 760-
333-7967.

MISC. FOR SALE

550

POPE’S AUCTION’S
WE BUY GOLD &

SILVER, JEWELRY
& COINS, AND

SCRAP JEWELRY
CALL JACK: 

760-217-2179 or
760-365-7887

ALSO
WE DO ESTATE 

SALES & AUCTIONS
Over 100 VHS mov-
ies and some DVD’s. 
Make offer.
(760) 219-0821.

MISC. WANTED

555

Large Metal Mesh 
Only Satellite Dishes 
4Art FREE Remov-
al High Desert Areas 
Only 760-333-5216

PETS & SUPPLIES

565

2 FREE Cats, Spayed 
Females, to good 
home only. Must go 
together. Supplies in-
cluded. 760-660-9068

CARS

620

Parting Out - 61 Valiant 
4 Door. All or parts, no 
engine or trans. Call 
(760) 365-6561

2007 Ford Mustang 
V6 custom paint, after 
market tires/wheels, 
cold air intake, perfor-
mance chip w/ tuner 
inc. $17,000 obo (760) 
228-0433

The Classifieds
Buying • Selling • Trading • Helping • Saving

Hi-Desert Star  (760) 365-3315 wwwhidesertstar.com • The Desert Trail  (760) 367-3577 www.deserttrail.com • The Observation Post www.hidesertstar.com/observation_post

COMMERCIAL
FOR RENT

205

REAL ESTATE

130 REAL ESTATE

130REAL ESTATE

130 UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220 UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220

Yucca ValleY

Moving / Downsizing 
Sale - Marine Corp. 
items, furniture, cloth-
ing, household items. 
Fri & Sat 8-2. 57269 
Titian Ct

Moving sale: furniture, 
tools, CD/DVD/VHS, 
books, clothing, jew-
elry, art, horse/barn 
items, misc. 
60085 Security Dr. 
7:30 AM to 1:00 PM 
Mar. 24-25

Yucca ValleY

MOVING SALE: Vinyl 
LP’s, furniture, dishes, 
cement mixer, many 
assorted tools, tool 
boxes, etc. 8723 San 
Vicente Dr, Yucca 
Valley, March 25-26, 
9am-4pm, 760-365-
0562

* Yard Sale / Estate 
Sale * 53753 Ridge 
Rd. Yucca Valley, CA 
March 24th-26th. Ev-
erything goes!

GARAGE SALES

APT. & DUPLEXES

200 APT. & DUPLEXES

200

SERVICES

435 SERVICES

435HELP WANTED

300

Ideal Mall, 56659 29 Palms Hwy., Suite A

Tri-Valley Realty
LIC#00841552

Sales & Property Management

5 + Bedrooms and 3 Baths, plus 
Guest Quarters with 2 Bedrooms, 
1 Bath & kitchen upstairs. Home 
is landscaped with fencing and 

cross fencing. All yours for 
$275,000 • JT17044345

Real Estate Sales
Property Management

Rentals Leasing Service
Visit us at http://sheric.net

760-365-0800 • RE#01877765

Antiques, Household, Appliances, 
Furniture, Art, Designer  Watches, 

Jewelry, Coins, Primitives, 
Collectibles, Box Lots & Much More.

POPES AUCTION’S
760-217-2179

              CONSIGNMENT AUCTION
 SAT. MARCH 25th • 11AM

ESTATE &

ERIC CLEVELAND
 REALTOR® ABR, BPOR, GREEN, SRES

ericc@bdhomes.com

LISTING
SPECIALIST
CALL 760.368.8244

FREE Home Evaluations
Same Service - Same MLS - Same Signs

Same Everything!

CalBRE 1877803

Pool / Spa & Clubhouse
2 Bdrm / 2 Bath • Single story
Private Patios • Small Pet OK

$700/mo
Ask for current Move-In Special

Call Today!

6643 Copper Mtn
3/2 - $1280

73567 Didsbury
2/1.5 - $1200

6610 Adobe Rd
#A 2/1 - $800

6422 Smoketree
2/1 - $675

73577 Sunnyslope 
#A 2/2 - $650

6591 Desert Queen
1/1 - $650

6630 Adobe Rd
#14 1/1 - $625
6664 Adobe Rd
#4 0/1 - $500

29 PALMS

(760) 361-3080
cbroadrunner.com

BRE# 01517134

BEST IN THE DESERT!
NEWER 2, 3 & 4 Bdrm 
Homes in Y.V, J.T, 29P
Call for availability

Enjoy 
Peaceful
Living 
At...

• Gated community
• Ample parking

• Outdoor storage
• Covered patio

• Spacious rooms
• Large closets

ONE 
BEDROOM

1 BATH 
FOR ONLY 
$729 PER 
MONTH

HALTER SUNSET 
VILLAGE APTS
6036 Sunset Rd.
Joshua Tree, CA.

For more info. call

760-366-3218
or visit us online at: 

www.halterhousing.com

E-mail: 
sunsetvillage@verizon.net

• Roomy & quiet

58863 Sun Via Dr
3/2 - $1095
4650 Avalon
2/1 - $750

7360 Joshua Ln
2/1 - $625

YUCCA VALLEY

760-228-RENT(7368)
cbroadrunner.com

BRE# 01517134

Auctions Auctions 

APT. & DUPLEXES

200

UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220 UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220

UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220

MOBILE HOME SALES

125

 Got Stuff  Got Stuff 
 Got Stuff 

 to  Sell? to  Sell? to  Sell?
 Advertise Advertise Advertise

 in the in the in the
 Classifieds! Classifieds! Classifieds!

 Hi-Desert Star
 (760) 365-3315
 www.hidesertstar.com

UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220

UNFURNISHED
HOUSES

220

SERVICES

435

Subscribe Today!
Hi-Desert Star
(760) 365-3315

57990 29 Palms Hwy 
Suite # 3 •  $12,000
57019 Yucca Trail
$2,768 - $2,941

55555 29 Palms Hwy 
$1200

7355 Church Street
Unit # D $963

56334 29 Palms Hwy 
$900

71757 29 Palms Hwy 
# F & # G $855

73501 29 Palms Hwy 
Unit # C $800

73475 29 Palms Hwy 
$800

COMMERCIAL

760-228-RENT(7368)
cbroadrunner.com

BRE# 01517134
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67925 E. Palm Canyon Drive
Cathedral City, CA 92234

SALES: 888-462-5309
SERVICE: 888-348-7440

M-F:  7:30 – 8 p.m.    Sat.:  10:00 – 6 p.m.   Sun: 11:00 - 5 p.m.

HWY. 111 PEREZ RD.

N

PALM SPRINGS

SUBARU

0%APR
Financing

on all new 2017 Legacy models
Now through

 March 31, 2017

0%APR
Financing

Now through  March 31, 2017 
on all new 2017 Outback.

1.9%APR
Financing

on all new 2017 Crosstrek models
Now through

 March 31, 2017

0%APR
Financing

on all new 2017 Forester models
Now through

 March 31, 2017

Hurry in to get 0% APR Financing on select vehicles. Subaru was named Best Overall 
Brand, Most Trusted Brand, and Best Resale Value for 2016 by Kelley Blue Book! 
Offer ends March 31.
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