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Marines from the Mountain Leaders Section, Mountain
Warfare Training Center, Bridgeport, Calif., move through
the first touring ski event at the International Mountain
Warfare Patrol Competition 18 at Cheimgau Arena,
Rupholding, Germany, March 7. “Team America” is one
of twelve teams participating in the competition that tests
mountain infantry skills and tactics.

The Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon, Battle Colors Detachment, Marine Barracks Washington, D.C., executes a
pass and review in front of Maj. General William F. Mullen III, commanding general, Marine Corps Air Ground Combat
Center, during the Battle Colors Ceremony at Felix Field, March 14. The ceremony is held to honor Marine Corps traditions through the Drum Corps, the Silent Drill Platoon and the Battle Colors Detachment.

Combat Center hosts
Battle Color Ceremony
PHOTOS AND STORY
BY LANCE CPL.
MARGARET GALE

A
Battle
Colors
Ceremony was held at
Felix Field aboard Marine
Corps Air Ground Combat
Center, Twentynine Palms,
Calif., March 14, 2018.
This year, the Battle Color
Detachment performed a
ceremony to celebrate the
100th anniversary of the
Battle of Belleau Wood.
The Battle Color
Detachment is comprised
of three sections, “The
Commandant’s Own,” the
Silent Drill Platoon and
Battle Colors, which consist of four Marines presenting the national and
Marine Corps colors. Every
year, the detachment travels
throughout the country to
military installations, public events and high schools
to perform the ceremony
and represent the esprit de
Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon, Battle Colors Detachment, Marine Barracks
corps of the Marine Corps. The
Washington, D.C., performs during the Battle Colors Ceremony at Felix Field aboard
See Battle Colors A5 the Combat Center, March 14.
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Marines continue efforts to fight
against all types of bias
See page B1

Mountain Marines
compete in Germany
PHOTOS AND STORY
BY LANCE CPL. PRESTON MORRIS

RUPHOLDING, Germany - Marines with the
Mountain Leaders Section, Mountain Warfare Training
Center, Bridgeport, Calif., traveled to the Bavarian Alps in
Germany to participate in the 1st International Mountain
Warfare Patrol Competition in Rupholding hosted by the
German Armed Forces from March 5-8.
On the first indoctrination day, the Marines, Team
America, were introduced to their translator and the
German Army personnel responsible for organizing the
competition. Demonstrations were made available on
how to use certain equipment for the competition including avalanche probes, snow litters, and the G3 assault
rifle. They were also given an initial welcome by the most
decorated soldier in the German Army, Colonel Jared
Sembritzki, brigade commander, Gebirgjägerbrigade 23
at Hochstaufen-Kaserne Garrison near Bad Reichenhall.
Along with the Mountain Leaders from Bridgeport representing the United States, teams from Poland, Austria,
See Germany A5

Marines from the Mountain Leaders Section, Mountain
Warfare Training Center, Bridgeport, Calif., approach
the top of Predigtstuhl mountain during the International
Mountain Warfare Patrol Competition 18 at Cheimgau
Arena, Rupholding, Germany, March 7.

Marine Corps’ Top Shot

[

Every week, thousands of fans cast their votes for the best
photograph posted on the Corps’ Facebook page. This
week’s top shot comes from Pfc. Timothy Shoemaker.

]

Marines with Bridge Company, 7th Engineer Support Battalion, 1st Marine Logistics Group, perform preventative
maintenance to the medium girder bridge during a field training exercise at Camp Pendleton, Calif., Feb. 28. The
Marines attach ropes to link reinforcements under the bridge to ensure it is tightly secured and in place.
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Explosive Ordnance tries to keep you alive
With over 930 square miles
of terrain, MCB, 29 Palms is
nearly the size of Rhode Island.
Divide that area by the number
of Marines by working at the
Explosive Ordnance Disposal
section here and that’s a lot of
ground to cover.
The 10 Marines at EOD are
responsible for sweeping the
entire area for devices that failed
to explode on impact during the
many live fire exercises held at
the Marine Corps Air-Ground
Combat Training Center.
“It is a continuous job since

the wind is constantly exposing
the dud ordnance,” said Gunner
Sergeant Mitchell A. Templeton,
non-commissioned officer-incharge of EOD. “Unexploded
ordnance is found almost every
time a sweep is made, however,
there are not enough Marines
here to sweep the ranges as
often as they should be swept.”
This then brings us to an
even greater danger, that of trespassers.
Trespassing on government
property is against the law and
although ‘No Trespassing’ signs

are located throughout the base,
the intrusions continue.
“We rarely see any people out
there, but we know they’re there
because we find tire tracks,”
explained Captain Donald P.
Garcia, officer-in-charge of
EOD.
Driving off any established
road is dangerous but if it is
done in an impact area the
results will be deadly.
Ordnance comes in a wide
variety of sizes, shapes and colors, but it is foolish to believe
that any ordnance, no matter

how unusual it may look, would
make a good trophy or souvenir. Even the tiniest piece of
ordnance can be deadly. Take,
for example, the blasting cap;
about the size of a fire cracker
and yet it can very easily kill you
instantly.
Trespassers finding any ordnance should never touch the
device and especially should not
even consider taking it home.
The location of the ordnance
should be relayed immediately.
EOD maintains a 24-hour
emergency response system but

CROSSWORD

the section may also be reached
through the Base Safety Office
and the Provost Marshal’s
Office.
The Explosive Ordnance
Disposal section at Marine
Corps Base, Twentynine Palms
could use a little cooperation
from people by not trespassing
on the ranges. Recent incidents
concerning trespassers on the
ranges have shown that, unless
you know what you’re doing
like EOD here, handling ordnance can have only one result:
DEATH!

SUDOKU

Last week’s answers

Across
1. A brief written record sometimes used
to jog the memory.
5. A sum of money required by a government for support.
8. An amusing person.
12. Barely gets by.
13. _ Major, the Great Dog.
15. _boks, blueish antelope of southern
Africa, now extinct.
16. Strives for.
17. Form of the male name Arthur.
18. Identical to or with.
19. Making quick, witty replies.
22. To decompose.
23. An exclamation of impatience or
derision.
24. Appear to be.
26. Forces armed with legal authority.
29. G.W.G. _, creator of the Ferris
wheel.
31. Acronym for the American Labor
Party.
32. A person or thing that paces.
34. Stoles made of fur from the semiaquatic weaslelike animals of North
America.
36. Abbreviation for September.
38. Of or pertaining to Doris.
40. The “I” parts of people.
41. Peeled a fruit or vegetable.
43. The Scandinavian goddess of love
and fertility.
45. Abbreviation for Latin.
46. Compensation for a loss.
48. A finger or toe.
50. Series of stages in an ecological
succession.

51. Appearing for the first time.
52. Acronym for the Faculty of
Environmental Studies at the University
of Waterloo.
54. A legal wrongdoing committed by a
public official.
61. Acronym for the United States
Information Agency.
63. To dishonor or discredit.
64. Acronym for the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.
65. To reply to an invitation.
66. To come up with a solution.
67. Breaks or openings in a fence.
68. A prophet.
69. _ as a fox.
70. Past tense of shoot.
Down
1. Close to.
2. Disparaging term for a migrant from
Oklahoma.
3. Abbreviation for temperature.
4. Short literary compositions on a particular subject.
5. Any of the various vetches.
6. Prefix meaning “before.”
7. Roman numeral for 13.
8. The major television network that
features the hit show, Everybody Loves
Raymond.
9. In a suspenseful or frightful way.
10. Song written by Phyllis Hiller that
was awarded a 4-star rating by Billboard
Magazine.
11. A song performed by two people.
13. A beam on a ship to which an
anchor is hoisted and secured.

14. To feel that something is about to
happen.
20. To scrape or rub roughly.
21. A bud, offshoot or seed.
25. The southernmost Great Lake.
26. Appeals or entreats.
27. Tyrannical.
28. To jeer or mock.
29. Cooked in fat or oil over direct heat.
30. A toast.
31. Aspartic acid.
33. To make a mistake.
35. Acronym for Supersonic Transport.
37. A city in western Mozambique on
the Zambezi River.
39. A salt or ester of cyanic acid.
42. Abbreviation for dormitory.
44. Slang for one-dollar bills.
47. Extraordinary acts of achievement.
49. Plucks the strings of a musical
instrument.
52. Garments made of the thick coat of
animals.
53. Latin for “existence.”
55. A country in southeastern Asia
whose capital is Vientiane.
56. To put as much as can be held into
a container.
57. Green with _.
58. A male name from the Hebrew word
meaning “rest.”
59. The chief branch of the Mafia.
60. The coast on which New York City
is located.
62. Abbreviation for April.
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OFF-LIMITS
ESTABLISHMENTS

MCIWest off-limits establishments guidance
prohibits service members from patronizing
the following locations. This order applies to
all military personnel.
Off Limit Establishments as of Oct 25, 2016

• Adobe Smoke Shop, 6441 Adobe Road,
Twentynine Palms
• STC Smoke Shop, 6001 Adobe Road,
Twentynine Palms
• Puff’s Tobacco, 57063 29 Palms Highway,
Yucca Valley
• Yucca Tobacco Mart, 57602 29 Palms
Highway, Yucca Valley
• NYPD Pizza, 260-262 North Palm Canyon
Drive, Palm Springs
• Sam’s Smoke Shop, 16520 West Main Street,
Barstow
• Teazer’s Bar & Grill Nightclub, 14269
Seventh Street, Victorville
• Angelo’s Kars, 222 & 226 S. Coast

Highway, Oceanside
• Denny’s Parking Lot, 692 E Street, Chula
Vista
• Burger King & McDonald’s, 28th Street
(parking lots), San Diego
• Club Mustang, 2200 University Avenue, San
Diego
• Club San Diego, 3955 4th Avenue, San
Diego
• Get It On Shoppe, San Diego
• Main Street Motel, 3494 Main Street, San
Diego
• Trolley Stations, Palomar Street & San
Ysidro, San Diego
• Vulcan Baths, 805 W. Cedar Street, San
Diego
• Dream Crystal, 1536 Highland Avenue,
National City
• Sports Auto Sales, 1111 National City
Boulevard, National City
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WHAT I’VE LEARNED

Genesis

VELEZ
>I was born in Miami,
Florida. When I was 1 year
old, my mother took me back
home to the rest of my family
in Ecuador, where I lived until
I was 10 years old.
>Family is important
to me and its hard being so
detached. There are times
where I really need them. I am
the first person in my family to
join the armed forces.
>I enjoyed Ecuador
because I was with my family. Moving back to the United
States made it harder to keep
in contact with everyone. I
came back with my grandmother and it was just the two
of us for most of my life.
>I was only 13 when I
started my freshman year of
high school. The hardest part
about coming to a new country was being in high school at
such a young age, and I really struggled with the language
barrier.
> One of my favorite
parts of high school was
the diversity. My school had
Haitians, Jamaicans, Hispanics,
African Americans and Jewish
students, and although we
came from different walks of
life we were all able to come
together and get through
school. We even spent days
celebrating each other’s cultures and beliefs.
>While I was in high

Miami, Fla. Lance Corporal, administration specialist, Headquarters Battalion

Velez

was a platoon commander for her high
school’s ROTC program and was announced in
third phase of boot camp to be the “Molly Marine”
among all the other females in her platoon.

school I was in ROTC for
the Navy, which is what first
piqued my interest in the military. I wanted to join the Navy
originally because of the medical occupations that they offer.
I found out in ROTC that I
loved drill, and I was chosen to
be a platoon commander for
the program.
>I changed my mind
to join the Marine Corps
because of one of my friends,

Martinez, who was recruiting
in the Marine Corps. He would
always run with me and said
that I would be a great fit for
the Corps. I remember when
he told me that the Marine
Corps has the best drill. He
motivated me to become the
Marine I am today.
>I was the only student
in my high school class to
graduate at the age of 16. This
is when things got difficult

because I had to grow up fast
if I wanted to make a successful life for myself.
> I had the plan of
becoming a United States
Marine after I graduated, but
at the time I was only 16 so I
had to wait until I was 17 to get
my grandmother to sign the
papers. She thought I was too
young at first, but I was finally
able to convince her that it was
a good idea.

>I went to a community
college while I waited to
join, to study Biopsychology.
This is the study of how emotions, thoughts and behaviors are affected by the brain,
the nervous system and neurotransmitters in humans and
non-humans.
>I would say that the
person I look up to the
most would be my grandmother. She inspires me every
day because she brought me
from a comfortable place to an
uncomfortable place to make
me better. She did everything
for me by herself and is a very
independent woman.
>She taught me to aim
high. That way, even if I don’t
achieve my goal, I made it
further then I would have if I
aimed low, and I’ll be able to
say that I at the very least put
forward a genuine effort to
reach the highest goals.
>The Marine Corps has
been an interesting journey
so far. I am learning to respect
myself and to expect more for
my life. I have changed a lot
during my time in and I am figuring out what is really important to me.
>I am most passionate
about being successful and
doing the best at my job, while
staying humble so I can be a
leader that my junior Marines
can look up to.

Interviewed and photographed by Lance Cpl. Jeremiah Naranjo

GRAND OPENING
S AT U R D AY, M A R C H 2 4 T H , 1 0 A M T O 3 P M
Join us for tasty eats, activities for the whole family,
and the chance to win Stagecoach tickets!
WELCOME TO ABRÍO, a new community built with growing families in mind. Generously-sized homes

come in three unique designs, with 1- and 2-story plan options that anticipate your daily needs and
allow for personalization. Discover tree-lined parkways, nearby schools, intimate parks, and the new
Tioga Park rec center and pool at the well-established community of Sundance in Beaumont.
Newly Opened Tioga Park at Sundance

ABRÍO RESIDENCE 2C

3–5 beds, 3–4 baths • 3- and 4-bay garage
Approximately 2,351 to 3,086 square feet
GenSmart Suite™ Option–Plans 1 and 3
LivingSmart® energy-saving features and options
From the high $300s
Take the I-10, exit Highland Springs Avenue, and head north.

JOIN OUR INTEREST LIST FOR EXCLUSIVE UPDATES AND SPECIAL EVENTS.
Call our New Home Specialist at 951-399-2134 or visit PardeeHomes.com.
The prices of our homes, included features, plans, specifications, promotions/incentives, neighborhood build-out and available locations are subject to change without notice. Stated dimensions, square footage and acreage are approximate and should not be used as a representation of any home’s or homesite’s precise
or actual size, location or orientation. There is no guarantee that any particular homesite or home will be available. No information or material herein is to be construed to be an offer or solicitation for sale. You must visit a Company New Home Gallery to purchase a home. Please consult a New Home Advisor for specific
price and other information for each community. Please see the actual purchase agreement for additional information, disclosures, and disclaimers relating to any home, homesite and/or the features thereof. A Broker/Agent must register their client in person on client’s first visit at each community for a Broker/Agent
to receive a commission or referral fee, if available. Not all features and options are available in all homes. Unless otherwise expressly stated, homes do not come with hardscape, landscape, or other decorator items. Any photographs or renderings used herein reflect artists’ conceptions and are for illustrative purposes
only. Community maps, illustrations, plans and/or amenities reflect our current vision and are subject to change without notice. Maps not to scale. Photographs or renderings of people do not depict or indicate any preference regarding race, religion, sex, sexual orientation, handicap/physical disability, familial status, or
national origin. Some amenities may not yet be constructed. Builder reserves the right to change the size, design, configuration and location of amenities not yet constructed and does not warrant the suitability thereof for any use or for any person. There is no guarantee that any particular homesite, home or common
area will offer a view or that any particular view will be preserved. Views may also be altered by subsequent development, construction, and landscaping growth. No warranty or guarantee is made regarding any particular area public school/school district or that any particular public school/school district will service
any given community. Schools/school districts may change over time. Builder does not warrant the suitability of any trail for any use or for any person. Trails may be dangerous—use at your own risk. Our name and the logos contained herein are registered trademarks of TRI Pointe Group, Inc. and/or its subsidiaries.
CA Contractor’s License No. 251810. CA BRE License No. 02027320. © 2018 Pardee Homes, a member of the TRI Pointe Group. All rights reserved.
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Prefer your news
from the web?

Resident Owned Mobile Home Park
• Senior Membership Park 55+
Homes & Lots Available • Best Rates In The Morongo Basin
Amenities Include Pool, Clubhouse, And Enclosed Dog Play Area
If you’re 55+, you might want to see if this park is for you. Apache
Mobile Home Park is a resident owned senior park. 24 hr. Security
Gate.

SPACE #25 • $25,000

Double wide. 2 bdrm 1 bath w/tub & shower.
2 sheds - stacking washer & dryer

Visit
29palms.usmc.mil

Reduced to
$23,000

Keep up with the 29 Palms Combat Center
on Twitter follow @thecombatcenter
for updates, photos & more

56254 29 Palms Hwy., Yucca Valley California 92284

www.apachemobilehomepark.com

Come, Worship
Us!

Spread the Word!


Promote your services in our

Join Us in Worship Section
Only $20/wk. in all 4 of our local papers*

(760) 365-3315
The Hi-Desert Star

“The will of God will
never take you where
the grace of God will
not protect you.”

THIS WEEK’S SPOTLIGHT CHURCH

family friendly, gospel focused

Pastor
Stephen Jones

Sunday Worship at 10:30 am
56374 Onaga Tr., Yucca Valley
www.CrossviewYucca.org
(760) 365-5771

The EPISCOPAL CHURCH
WELCOMES YOU

DESERT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

St. Joseph Of Arimathea

Sunday 10:00 A.M. - Worship
Sunday School Child Care

(760) 365-7133

29 Palms • 5688 Sunrise Drive

56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley
The
Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.
EPISCOPALHoly
CHURCH
WELCOMES
Mutual YOU
Ministry 3rd Fri monthly 9:00 a.m.
St. Joseph Of Arimathea
56312 Onaga, Yucca Valley
(760) 365-7133
rsmith6427@att.net
Holy Eucharist Sunday 10:00 a.m.
Mutual Ministry 3rd Fri of the month 9:00 a.m.

PASTOR ALLAN MORROW

760-361-0086

www.desertcongregationalchurch.org

This space available.
Call your advertising representative
today to place your services.
365-3315.
Hi-Desert Publishing Co.
We will be happy to help you set up
your ad so you can let the community
know when your services are held.

*Star/Trail/OP/Star

For more information
and to place your ad Call

(760) 367-3577
The Desert Trail
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Battle Colors From A1
“The ceremony is our
opportunity to interact with
the public,” said Sgt. Guy
Barnes, euphonium bugler,
“Commandant’s
Own,”
Battle Colors Detachment,
Marine Barracks Washington,
D.C.
Prior to traveling and performing on a two-week tour
to military installations, the
detachment spends the first
three weeks of February every
year at Marine Air Station
Yuma, Ariz., training to hone
their movements as individual sections. The Marines
rehearse five to six times a
week for up to twelve hours a
day. The last week of training
is used to bring all components together and to function as a detachment.
During the performance,
the detachment conducts
five portions. During the
first portion of the ceremony,
the U.S. Marine Drum and
Bugle Corps perform Music
in Motion, which consists of
a concert and drill execution.
Immediately following, the
U.S Marine Corps Silent Drill
Platoon executes precise drill
movements, which leads into
the traditional commemoration of the Marine Corps and
national colors that hold the
history of our country. As the
ceremony comes to an end,
the BCD presents honors to
the reviewing official and conducts a pass and review.
“I love being able to perform and spin rifles,” said
Cpl. Christopher Ochoa,
silent drill platoon, Marine
Barracks Washington, D.C. “I
love traveling with the detachment and getting to meet a lot
of people, service members
and non-service members
alike, who enjoy watching us
perform. Over all, it’s a great
experience.”

The Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon, Battle Colors Detachment, Marine Barracks Washington, D.C., performs during the Battle Colors Ceremony at
Felix Field aboard the Combat Center, March 14.

The Marine Corps Silent Drill Platoon, Battle Colors Detachment, Marine Barracks
Washington, D.C., performs during the Battle Colors Ceremony at Felix Field aboard the
Combat Center, March 14.

The Marine Corps Commandant’s Four, Battle Colors
Detachment, Marine Barracks Washington, D.C., present
the colors during a Battle Colors Ceremony at Felix Field
aboard the Combat Center, March 14.

Germany From A1
and France were also present for
the competition, as well as several
teams representing the host nation,
Germany. During the indoctrination
day, the teams had the opportunity
to meet with one another and learn
different techniques on things like
avalanche probing and cross-country
skiing.
Competition day came on the 8th
with incredibly difficult weather conditions, adding numerous challenges
to the 26 kilometer hike on skis up
to the top of Predigtstuhl mountain,
and windy conditions for the shooting portion down at the bottom of
the mountain at Chiemgau Arena in
Rupholding. The initial touring ski
event around a 2 kilometer course led
into the shooting portion, and after
the 26 kilometer movement uphill,
teams had to evacuate a casualty
down the mountain in a snow litter.
After the competition wrapped

up, the teams were treated to a ceremonial dinner at HochstaufenKaserne where Sembritzski awarded
medals to each of the teams. “We
have been very honored to have you
come and compete with our troops,”
Sembritzki said of the Marines. “It is
always a pleasure to work with our
American friends and we hope to see
you again next year.”
Team America travelled to U.S.
Marine Corps Forces Europe and
Africa at Panzer-Kaserne in Stuttgart
after the competition to meet with
the deputy commander, Colonel
John J. Carroll, Jr., who was the
former commanding officer of the
Mountain Warfare Training Center.
“We’re very proud of you, you gave it
your best effort,” said Cornell to the
Marines. “We can take this as a learning experience and move forward as
you all continue to educate Marines
on mountain warfare.”

Marines from the Mountain Leaders Section, Mountain Warfare Training Center, Bridgeport, Calif.,
participate in pre-event training for the International Mountain Warfare Patrol Competition 18 at
Cheimgau Arena, Rupholding, Germany, March 6.
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Marines with 1st Battalion,
3d Marine Regiment provide security and advance
to their objective at MOUT
town as part as a counter
improvised explosive device
course during Exercise
Bougainville I at Landing
Zone Boondockers, Marine
Corps Base Hawaii, March
8. Bougainville I is used to
train Marines to fight at the
small-unit level and build
their proficiency for future
deployments.

CPL. ANDREW NEUMANN

A Recon Marine with Special
Missions Branch, Expeditionary
Operations Training Group, III
Marine Expeditionary Force,
builds a strip charge during a
breaching range March 6 at
Camp Hansen, Okinawa, Japan.

LANCE CPL. ERIC TSO

LANCE CPL. MURIAH KING

Parents of students with Kinnan Hoikuen thank Marines
with Combat Logistics Company 36 in Iwakuni City, Japan,
March 9. Service members with Marine Corps Air Station
Iwakuni, Japan, visited Kinnan Hoikuen to interact and
build relationships with the local Japanese community
during a graduation ceremony. They thanked students for
their friendship and wished them luck in the first grade. In
exchange the students surprised them with thank-you gifts.

SGT. ALLISON LOTZ

Marines with Headquarters and Headquarters Squadron, Marine Corps Air Station Yuma, Ariz., participate in the opening
ceremony of Yuma Military Appreciation Day in Downtown Historic Yuma, Ariz., on March 10. Military Appreciation Day
is held to show the importance of the relationship between the City of Yuma and our service members and veterans.
CPL. STORMY MENDEZ

Marines with the 31st Marine Expeditionary Unit take part
in the Shallow Water Egress Training program at Camp
Hansen, Okinawa, Japan, March 6. Marines and sailors
with the 31st MEU learned life-saving procedures to escape
a submerged aircraft in the event of mishap.
Serving all of San Bernardino & Riverside Counties

Baby proof
your carpets.

“We remove the
chemicals
that attract the dirt
in the first place”

Call for our complete list of services including
• Mold Remediation
• Crime & Trauma Cleanup & Restoration
• All Natural Carpet & Tile Cleaning

All Natural
Cleaning
• Hypoallergenic
• Chemical free
• Odor free
• Non toxic

Office 760-365-7744 Cell: 760-221-4798 office@ahjanitorial.com

2 Nite Rock Out
fri 7:30 pm hosted by Willie Boys

sat 7:30 pm hosted by Willie Boys

sun 6 pm 4 Guests
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MCBH
change
ofRowett
command
Lance
Cpl. Trevor
U.S. Marine Corps Col. Brian P.
Annichiarico (right) passes the
Marine Corps Base Hawaii unit colors to Col. Eric E. Schaefer (left)
symbolizing the passing of command during the MCBH change of
command ceremony at hangar 101
aboard MCAS Kaneohe Bay,
Wednesday.

[

Photo by: Lance Cpl. Aaron S. Patterson

]

Marines conduct breaching procedures during Exercise Lance Cpl. Luigey Zepeda, a mortarman with 1st Battalion, 3d Marine Regiment provides fire support during Exercise
Bougainville I at the Ulupau Range Training Facility on Bougainville I at the Ulupau Range Training Facility on Marine Corps Base Hawaii, March 10. Bougainville I is used to
Marine Corps Base Hawaii, March 10.
train Marines to fight at the small-level and build their proficiency for future deployments.

SPECIAL
G
PRICIN
SED

WEEKEND SALE &
BBQ EVENT

EVERY U
.
CAR MUST GO

Pfc. Maxwell Jackson scans for enemy targets during Exercise Bougainville I at the Ulupau
Range Training Facility, Marine Corps Base Hawaii, March 10.

100s

Marines prepare for breaching procedures during Exercise Bougainville I at the Ulupau
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Marines walk off the bus to start their check-in process for Marine Combat Training at the School of Infantry - West on Camp Pendleton, Calif., March 6. This marks the first male-female
integrated Marine Combat Training company on the West Coast.

Marine Corps continues efforts to eliminate
gender bias, harassment, social media misconduct
COURTESY STORY, PHOTOS
BY LANCE CPL. DYLAN CHAGNON

ARLINGTON, Va - One year ago,
the Marine Corps became aware of social
media misconduct that proved to be a
symptom of a larger problem of bias and
exclusion. The Marine Corps formed a
Task Force to immediately begin improving the ways we support victims, enforce
accountability, and train the force.
Ultimately these efforts will produce
the kind of Marine Corps that we want,
and our Marines deserve – a Corps where
every Marine is treated with dignity and
respect, where teamwork and strong unit
cohesion maintain our warfighting edge.
In July 2017, the Personnel Studies
and Oversight Office (PSO), was created
to oversee a variety of initiatives related to this complex issue. Members of
PSO have met with leaders and Marines
across the fleet to identify opportunities
for long-term changes to improve unit
cohesion and ultimately our warfighting
capability. PSO has also met with members of corporate America, veteran service
organizations, and victim advocates in
order to scope the issue of bias and glean
best practices. There are currently twenty
seven initiatives for action including the
following:
• Eliminating gender bias from 105
Marine Corps doctrine;
• Leveraging survey data from throughout a Marine’s career to understand the
cultural impacts on their decisions to stay
or leave the Marine Corps;
• Training to outgoing Marines about

Pfc. Kira Kozik, the first female Marine student to check in to the School of Infantry – West, stands in formation waiting for instruction
on Camp Pendleton, Calif., March 6.

“upholding the honor” via the Veteran’s
Transition Readiness Seminar Program;
• Expanding training on unconscious bias throughout the continuum
of Marine professional development and
creating hip pocket classes at the small
unit level.
Immediately following the revelation
of “Marines United”, the Naval Criminal
Investigative Service (NCIS) scanned

nearly 131,000 images across more than
168 social media sites. Task Force Purple
Harbor, facilitated in part and informed
by NCIS, has investigated at least 123
subjects, suspects, or otherwise persons of
interest with reported involvement in incidents of online social media misconduct,
to include the non-consensual distribution
of intimate images. Among all persons
of interest, 22 were identified as civilians
outside Department of Defense jurisdiction, and 101 were active-duty or reserve
Marines. These cases have been referred
to the cognizant commanders, who in
their independent and unfettered discretion have decided upon disposition in 82
such cases while 19 disposition decisions
remain pending. To date, 55 Marines have
been held accountable for online social
media misconduct: six special and one
summary courts-martial, 6 administrative
separations, 15 non-judicial punishments,
and 27 adverse administrative actions.
These cases span beyond the Marines
United Facebook page and reflect investigations on a spectrum of misconduct.
While many cases involve photos, clothed
or explicit, some involve verbal remarks
without images.
The Marine Corps recognizes the
importance of male and female Marines
training together to build unit cohesion,
and has made changes to the training pipeline to realize that exposure.
Male and female recruits at Marine
Corps
Recruiting Depot Parris Island train
Col. Jeffery Holt, commanding officer, School of Infantry - West, and Sgt. Maj. Jonathon
Groth, School of Infantry - West sergeant major, greets Pvt. Nathalie Lizama. She is the together whenever possible. This includes
second female to arrive at SOI - W on Camp Pendleton, Calif., March 6.
training during the physical fitness combat

fitness tests, attending classes and chapel
together and conducting hikes together.
To increase integration at MCRD Parris
Island, a female Company Commander
is a leading a male company and a male is
leading a female Company.
In March, the Commandant added a
4th Phase to boot camp, which provides
valuable mentoring opportunities between
drill Instructors and the new Marines. This
provides a more engaging environment
for Marines and allows for discussion
of complex issues, what is expected of
them in the operating forces, and how to
uphold core values of honor, courage and
commitment.
March 6, 2018, marked a historical
moment when female Marines, for the
first time, joined Marine Combat Training
Bn. at Camp Pendleton, where approximately 1,700 women will be trained annually. Marine Combat Training (MCT), a
part of the School of Infantry, provides
all enlisted Marines basic infantry training
following boot camp.
Anyone who believes they may have
been a victim of this kind of misconduct is encouraged to contact the anonymous NCIS tipline at taskforcetipline@
gmail.com, (877) 579-3648, or http://
www.ncis.navy.mil/ContactUs/Pages/
ReportaCrime.aspx. Marines can also go
through their chain of command, which
will route the tips to NCIS, as necessary.
Resources for reporting crimes and misconduct, as well as for receiving support
can be found at: http://www.usmc-mccs.
org/socialmediaFAQs/.
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Sunset Cinema
Friday - March 16
5:00 p.m. Black Panther (3-D) PG
13
8:20 p.m. The Shape of Water R
11:00 p.m. The 15:17 to Paris PG
13

5:00 p.m. Maze Runner: The
Death Cure PG 13
8:00 p.m. Den of Thieves R
10:50 P.m. Winchester: The House
that Ghosts Built PG 13
Sunday - March 18

Saturday - March 17

12:30 p.m. Early Man PG

12:30 p.m. Peter Rabbit PG

3:00 p.m. Black Panther (3-D)
PG 13

2:50 p.m. Early Man PG

6:00 p.m. The 15:17 to Paris PG 13

Thursday - March 22

Monday - March 19

5:00 p.m. Early Man PG

6:30 p.m. Black Panther PG 13

7:00 p.m. The 15:17 to Paris
PG 13

Tuesday - March 20
6:00 p.m. LAST SHOWING Den of
Thieves R

Friday - March 23
5:00 p.m. Annihilation R

Wednesday - March 21

8:00 p.m. Game Night R

6:00 p.m. LAST SHOWING Maze
Runner: The Death Cure PG 13

10:30 p.m. Black Panther PG 13
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Need Cash? Sell Stuff!
Don’t let it sit in the garage collecting dust.

SELL IT!

Advertise your items in print & online in our classifieds.
Reaching the entire Morongo Basin!
Hi-Desert Star
56445 29 Palms Hwy. Yucca Valley, CA 92284
(760) 365-3315
www.hidesertstar.com

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act of
1968 as amended, which makes it illegal to
advertise “any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national origin, or
an intention to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”
This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertisement for real estate which is in violation of the law. Our readers are hereby
informed that all dwellings advertised in this
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination, call
HUD toll-free at 1-800-424-8590.

This newspaper does not knowingly accept
employment ads that indicate an age preference, from employers covered by the Age

The Desert Trail

Hi-Desert
6396 Adobe Road, 29 Palms, CA 92277
Publishing Co.

(760) 367-3577
www.deserttrail.com

People you know, news you
can trust

Discrimination Act, or knowingly accept ads
expressing a preference of sex, where no
bona fide occupational qualification exists
under the Fair Employment Act from employers covered by that act. Nor, do we in any way
condone employment that discriminates on a
basis of race, religion, ancestry or national origin. For further information regarding occupational qualifications and employers covered,
contact the Fair Employment Practice
Commission.

California law requires that contractors taking
jobs that total $500 or more (labor or materials) must be licensed by the Contractors
State License Board. State law also requires
that contractors include their license number
on all advertising. You can check the status of
your licensed contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or
by calling 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed contrac-

tors taking jobs that total less than $500 must
state in their advertisements that they are not
licensed by the Contractors State License
Board.
This newspaper does not accept responsibility
for services offered, by any advertiser, using
this newspaper. Please carefully evaluate any
services advertised, and do not use that service unless you have checked the references,
and know and understand all terms of agreement and conditions between you and the
advertiser.
California State law requires that contractors,
builders, and landscapers who perform work
for $500 or more, including materials and
labor, must be licensed. License numbers
should be so indicated in their advertising.
Family child care providers are required by

state law to be licensed, and facility license
numbers must be indicated in all advertising.
Unlicensed contractors should also be indicated in their advertising.
Please refer questions to Contractors State
License Board, 1250 East Cooley Drive, Suite
200, Colton, CA 92324
Please check your ad the first day it runs to
see that all the information is correct. This will
ensure your ad is exactly what you want readers to see. Call us the very first day your ad
appears to make any changes or corrections.
This way, we can credit you for the first day if
any error occurred. The Publisher wants to do
everything possible within the confines of good
taste and legal constraints to help you advertise your products or services to your best
advantage. The newspaper does reserve the
right to edit or reject any copy or illustration.

